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Contentment, 


In the mid ft of 


Calamuirtics. 
TOGETHER, 


With the CurisTran's 


COURAGE, andENCOU- 
RAGEMENT, agunſt Eyil 
Tidings, and the Fear of DEATH. 


"my 


5 But none of theſe things move me, neither count 
1 my lift dear unto my ſelf, fo that 1 might jj nifh my 
courſe with Foy, Act. 20. 24. 


Lond-n, Printed for Tho. Dri 0 Over -nainſt 


the Inaer-Temple Gate in Fleetftreet, [ $i 7 9. 
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M. R, I. 


= Dear Adelphins , 


Ere Books Dedicable ons 
thoſe that need: 
"twere difficult to find one, 

#ro wen the following Subje&+ ( dues 
1 ty: managed): would be an Impertis 
That I make this 
| to youu, is out of a Compaſsionate- 
# ſenſe of thoſe Melancholy, Deſ- 

zponding Thoughts that have- 
{ ſometimes perplexed you, as well as 
my ſelf; For which we may, $14: 


ly: to 


3 next. Preſent. 


J trac, thank , or: rather blame. ,. 


ad. 
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The Epiſtle 
and coademn our ſelves ; That 
we have rendered our Lives fo un- 


comfortable, by our unprofitable ſol- 


dicitude. That we have been ſo 


wnreconciled to our Condition, which - 


hath hindered the ſweet and quiet 


of it ; and diſturbed that Calnneſs 
and Serenity of Soul we might have . 


otherwiſeenjoyd : That we have 
wo more Cheerfully comply'd with 
the Will of our gracious Diſpoſer , 
and Thankfully Imbraced the 'Por- 
tion he hath alotted us ; whoſe Om- 
nipotent Wiſdom: manages All foy 


the rod of his S:rvants. Our own 


Impa tence, 4s our greateſt miſery. 
He that i ever Content with what 
He is, makes himſelf Happy withs 
ext a Fortune, and when others judo 
bim moſt unfortunate. Nothing 


MIre 


: bo 3 
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 Dedicatory. 
*more general, than Complaints, 
ud indeed, in a Careleſs Are , no 


wonder ti.ſ0 hard to find Contented 


gninds. While we neglect our Du- 


ty, we cannot but. be Troubleſcm to 


*ory ſelves; while we ſecure that, 
ave cannot be much Diſtreſſed m any 


Calamity. This, were there nothing 


el/e, is abundantly ſufficient to. Re- 


commend , and Endear our Happy 


Religion to us; that the fincere 
obſervance of it , not only prevents 


many Troubles, but affords ſup- 
*port under AL, Our merciful S0- 


. Veraign's Honour , and our own 


 Happmeſs, He hath joyned toge- 


{ther, ſo, as no man can put aſun- 


} der : nor be miſerable im any 


- Condition , Without bemg Dil- 


obedient, the Fatal Cauſe of teing 
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'The Epiſtle 


There's certainly a'more 


fo in all. 


eaſie undiſturbed paſſage through | 
_ this World: of. Trouble , than mot # 
find ; becauſe T hey will.not be at the 4 


coſt and pains of a good Conſcience . $4) 


which Jutitles us to the ſpecial Care 
of an All-[ufficient, only wiſe God ; 
and affords. that Tnuvard Content- 
ment, which all wiſe men have 


Value d above External AC COMMOr h 4 
dations.. And Without all Perad- « 
CONnUFrEC 5 they. prepoſſeſs. here 19. - 


Taconfiderable ſhare of that Future 
Reſt, where only are unallay d Dex 


lights, who make it their Buſineſs # 


to be like the andefiled Inhabitants 


- £5706 
y 2 > 


of it. We can juitly complain of | 


nothing- that ſeparates us "ot from 
the Love of God, Who. is per- 


. petually concern'd for Humane 
i = Affairs, 


7e 
m 
: 


). 
? 
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Dedicatory. 


e Mfrs, and particularly intends 
 WHheir Happineſs , who place it 
w#ily in Him. In a Turbulent 
Þorld, in unſettled Times, amidſt 
&ec Straights and Difficulties we 
are liable to paſs through ; no- 
thing can be more Deſirable than 
fo 7, above Misfortunes; to be 
free. from Moleſtation, and Anxious | 
\Thoughts ; to meet all iifſttudes 


and Events with conſtant , ques 


Jempers ;, to undergo all Croft es, 
with becoming Contented' minds:;. 


to Entertain. "the Har fheft - Acct 
ents, with Equanimity , and Ac- 


quieſcence of Souls wholly. ſubmit- 


'* ted unto, fully ſatifyd with the 


| a_ _ "tis becauſe the Con- 


Divine. Diſpoſal. To which, if 
the Following prove not an Ce 


{i1derations 


TheEpiltle, ec. 
fiderations are not well Digeſted .., 
and Rightly Apply'd. If They | 
Contribute any thing co your Con- N 
tenrment, it Will | be no Jmall. Adds 


| we : | 


tion.to mine ; ; For I ant, TR 


Your, very 


Aﬀe&ionate; &c; ' . 
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INTRODUCTION: 
4 O W great an 1m- 
poſtor is this World 

7 unto us? -in the di- 
verſity of Reports and O- 

. Þ2znions, in the eager per- 
ſaic of worldly greatnels, 
In the hungry thirſt after 
Carnal phaſures,in the heats 
of Paſſion, in the crys of 
the Poor, in the oppreſſion 
of the Rich, inthe throng 
of Bulineſ. s, in the remi(h- 
on of Idleneſs, in the diver- 


fon 
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The IntroduTion: 


fion of Freinds, in- thgo 
ſpite of Enemies, in thit4 
Hopes and Fears, Joys anaaþ 
Sorrows of this Evil Wor lat 
how few find Ref andig 
Content? how many lo{dltk 
God and Themliclves an 
WhenT]confiderthe utcfultre 
neſs and excellency of Dian 
vVrne Contentment ; how neal 
ceflary and profitable, plea 
fant and. comfortable beau-@b 
tiful and amiable ; how #18 
makes us Rich and H appyk 
in deſpite of the World ;i* 
firs us to do, and receivelx 

900d, L 


The IntroduGion; 
theo od, and ſuffer evil ; how 


thit- frees us from Sin nd. 
naamerable Temptations to 


-. $4 


lths ; How creditable to Re- 
ndigion ; how pleaſ! ng, how 

Ke " how near it is unto 
by *q As allo, the great 
{zwpuble and burden, vanity 
;and unreaſonableneſs, hurt 
eand un profitableneſs, pride 
aAand hte, C59" 2 rebelli- 
1-08 and unbeleif ; the ſinful- 
;308ls, miſcheif, and fad ef- 
yiets of Murmuring, Impa- 
'.##nce,and Diſcontent : how 
'e much below the STE pro- 


— —_rm—_—_ — 4 eo Sante ts 4+ oeonooe men 


, 2 : fellion- 


ka cad toned. ah 


T be Inrodu@ion: 


fſſion, and duty, relation, 1 
dighity, and expecarion 0 0 ( 
Chriſtians : what God hath K 
had, and expedts from ' 
chem: how diſhonourabl: '6 
diſpleaſing ng, and provoking t 
itis to Hom, Mow it impove 2 
rithes and beggars us :\ ren U 
ders us uncapabl of en. W 
joying any Mercy : - 

cludes us from all true 1 
Comtorr, Reſt,or Safety : K 
expoſes us to all Imagina- © 
ble Miſcheifs and Miteries { 
I ain aſham d of my Fol | 
ly; ; I am ſnd at, 8" 


The Introdu@ion, 
n I crave pardon for my 
1 Guilt: I am concernd; 1 
h refolve to be otherwiſe. 
nm Such like Conſederations oc- 
- Ealion'd the  colle&ion of 
» thoſe enſuing. And were 
© Wey familiariz. d, made part 
a 9f our ſelves: . entertain'd 
- with. a firm, unſhaken' be= 
x Fit of their truth aud uſe ; 
. we: ſhould not be at a. folk 
;: Where to run for Releif in 
4. Our Diſtrels: but be able 
S {by alceri ing and tempering 
| the diſpoſitions, and incli- 


t mk of our minds,wills, 


The Introdu&1ion. 


and affections ) -to be hap = 
-py in thoſe Circumſtances, + 
which Tender others miſers 
ble : to fruſtrate, and clude 4 
the effects of the molt com- 
mon C aw of Greif an{ 
Miſery ; making them the & « 
Cauſes of P leaſure and De- * 
light:: thoſe Occurrence: 

and: Accidents, occaſzons + 


= 2 On HOY ER A 


of the greateſt Joy, whach ? 
tmmbitter the P ___ ol 
other m_ 


C23 
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d& #Inrartinte Way 
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nc © ONTENTMENT), 
he F  Iathe mid'ſt of 

e. *Publick, or Perſonal 
&  Calamiizes. 


J His World is a ſtate of 

> Probation, we Live in 
of + zt on no other Terms, 

j: 0 ' then to be Liable to all 
the Hzzards, and Adventures, 
Troubles, Changes and Vicifh- 
des that attend 4Zortality. Ya- 
ty and Yexation are the Eiſence 
Of all Earthly Things ; Encorpo- 
Tatcd into che Maſs of this viſible 
4 | B Crea- 
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(a) Joh. 


19.33. 


(»)Heb, 


2+ 10s 


12.8, 


(4 PC. 
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At Tnfallible Tay 


Creation, Part of Chriſi*'s Dying | 


Legacy and his Spoulc > Foynrure, 
is, {2 the World you ſhall have 


Tribulation,(a) Her ordinary Lot 


and Portion ; a Beaten Path by 
all thole, the Captain of whole 
Salvation was made perfect 
through ſufferings (b)). To be 
offended at them, 15 to be offended 
that we are Mex, or Chriſtians, 
It becomes us not to pore upon 
our preſent Evils, but attentively 
to look about us, and Conſider, 


what others have Cheartfully, ; 


| endurd, and to upbraid our'-. 


ſelves with ſuch like queſtions, 
FPhat then, are We better than 
They? 
Abraham azd the Prophets ? whom 
makeſt T hou thy ſelf ? If you be 
without Chaſtiſement, whereot 
all are partakers, then are you 
Baſtards and not Sons (c). It's 


the Character and Brand of the 


Wicked, that, 7hey are not in 


Tronble as other men (d). Every | 
true 7 


Art thou greater than 


þ G 
& & 
f > 


L ts Contentment. | 
'true /ſraelite expects their Fa- 
' ther Jacob's Legacy ; The Archers 
have ſorely. grieved him, and ſhot 
at him, and hated him(e): And to (et) Gen. 
'find their dayes as his, not only #7 53: 
'few,but £011 (f). Heaven's high-\f) 6en- 
*eſt Favourites have no //rit of \??* 
Privileds, but the unſpeakable 
*Advantage of making them Zaſie 
-and H/eful, by Confiderate,Sub- 
*miſſive, Contented Minds. Pa- 
rence leſſens pain and ſuffering ; 
: Trouble aggravates, makes every 
. fad Accident a double ; Contert- 
«ment makes it none at-all. It we 
will, 1t cannot harm us; If we 
\ give way to it, we wound our 
: elves, and Joyn with it to make 
; us milerable, anda ſingle miſ\- 
> chief, a great many : But, if we 
+ quietly fit ſtill, and zz» patience 
2 poſſeſf our Souls, we are what we 
7 were before the Evil came, only 
* our Souls have the Addition of 


8 the greateſt Joy and Pleaſure, þy 
7 the viory we: haye. obtain'd 


B 2 over 


$3 30329- $5 HOI HIT ED 
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- Att Jinfalltvle Way 


, over it, and our ſelves. The 


greateſt of our misfortunes 1s Our 
{mpatience. Diſcontent 15 worle 
than any Evil we teel : *Coxtent- 
ment 15 better than any Comfort 


we want or deſire. How-plea- » 


fant is it toa Chriſtian, to find 
himſelf willing to be without 
that which he moſt deſired, and 
to ſuffer that, to which he was 
moſt averſe? far ſweeter than 
the obtaining and enjoying of 
that he longed for. *Tis better 
to'be Content through Grace,than = 
through the enjoying any out- - , 
ward Comfort, 7 hat can-Con- 
tent me but 1n one particular, 
but th# Grace in All, 7hi makes * 
my Soul berter,thethingI would 
have,. cannot. In having my 
deſire ſatisfied, I am Content 
through ſelf-love ; but by this 
Grace I come to be Content out 
of Submifſion and Love to God, 
a ſhelter and Santuary within 
us agiinſt all Injuries gg: s 

| WID 


to Coitentment. 


ie ,who fills the Faithful Soul with 

w 24 this Peace and Preicnce : In him 
wwe tind Retuge in our Dangers, 

_ {Confidence in our Fears, Com- 

't gortin our Sorrows, Counſel i in 

3- Four Perplexities, Light in our 

d -EDarknels, and Lite in Death, 

*ZCould we but as well. Rejoyce 

-3n our preſent Happineſs, as he 

S hath made Proviſion for z, we 

n F&could no more mils of z#, than of 

f qthat which is TR End. / 

T wy Int x : 

6 SET Tarn” 

- fs L Exconragement Fres the Faithfuls 

- 0 { neſs and Omnipreſence of God, 


S E doth not ſet us to plow 
1 8 the Rock,to feed in a Dry 
/ 3 and Barren Wildernets. 
t 
O 
s 


4 He hath provided both for our 
23 Safety and 7ranquillity:; The Co- 
"3 venazt, as well as the Zand of 
4 b Promiſe flowes with Milk and 
| ..; Honey, Hath in-it enough to 
bl | make our Converſation without 
SS -: Cove- 
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(4) Plal. 


6. 


31.8, 
ſol. 1.5, 


[t 
Willi] — (Ce) Deur. for, he hath /aid, ( 2) Twill never 6 


(b) Heb. ſake T hee. (h ) He may Change ft 
15:5 his Dipenſations, but not his /f- 
feitions, Relations, Engagements : 


_ off, Withdraw for a Time, but 


(z) Jer. 
32.40. 


) Plal. ſuffer his Faithfulneſs to fail (k), 
$9. 33, He loves us too Dear, indeed, 


An Jnfallible Way 


Covetouineſs,and to be Content 
with ſuch things as we have; 


(in no Caſe, . at no Time, upon : 
no Occaſion, for no Caule, in no © 
Condition, Reſpect, or Relation, 
by no Means) /eave T hee,nor for- ® 


Chaſtiſe, but not Diſown, not Diſ- ** 
zaberit; Caft down,but not Caſt * 


not Depart for good and all; no, * 
not Turn away from thew to ao © 
them good, (4) His loving kindneſs © 


will he not utterly take from us,n0r 


» At 
v KW £ * - I" Serf ny i 4 « G 
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hath Pazd too Dear for us, to 
leave us in our Defilements, 
without Grace, in our Diſquiet- 
ments and Deje@ions, without *: 
Comfort ; in our dangers and 
difficulties, without Prote&tion , ..; 
In our Graves, without Preſerva- 
tion 


4 


p 
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* 
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to Contentiment. 


'tion and Deliverance, He will 
Not leave us in Life ; not leave 
'Þs at Death; not leave us after 
-'Death ; not leave us, when our 
Breath hath left us: He will be 
a faſter Friend than our very 
/Souls are to us (/), He is with us (1) Gen. 
and ours, when Friends (or we) 453-4 
>: . "HE & $0.1 4. 
are abſent ; Enemies,Evils round 
about us; who is molt nearly 
+related to us, who molt Dearly 
-Iloves us, who will never be 


wanting to us in any thing 


ws. 


'that's good for us. In his Com- 


| . pany there can be no Danger : 
1 {f Goabe for us, who (what ) can be 


4 424inſt ws? (1) none but (uch as (4) rom, 
'; muſt be againſt himſelf, nothing 8: 31. 

+ but weakneſs, nothing to hurt 

4 Us, there's no room for doubt- 

; 10g, whether it ſhall go well 

4 with us. © 
L; Eſtrangement from God, and -. 
= Diſtruſt in Him, are the Cauſes 

of all Diſquietnels in our ſelves. 


4 When we run away from him, 


&o 

« 3F 
41; 
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B. 4. We. 


An Tnfallible WIny 


we fly from our Shield, our 
Shadow, our Rock, our Refuge, 
and loſe our Confidence of his 
Prote@tion. Put on (taith the x 
&) Rom. Apoltle) the -4rmor of light (#), 
13:12» Strange Armor, that a man may 
fee. through't | A good mans. 
Armor, 1s, that he needs none ; 
his ./rm0r 1s, an open Breaſt; 
that he can expoſe himſelf fear- 
leſs cf-any Injury ; /Yho # he that 
will harm Tou, tf+ you be followers a 
(1) 1 Pet» of that which # good (0)? He's le *& 
3-13 cure from any external violence, -- 
ſo far as it ſhall be never able to #4 
"Invade hz ſpirit, which tis rais'd # 
above this ttormy Region, where % 
Clouds and Tempeſts have no © 
place. 7he work of Righteouſneſs 
ſhall be Peace, and the effett of 
Righteouſneſs, Quietneſs and ([u- + 
(1) Ita. 74rce for ever (p). True Peace is 
3217. the neceſſary Conſequence of Ho- 
lineſs, but dwells not, where Sin 
is not pardoned-and ſubdued, an ,_; 
uninterrupted courſe of Piety Þ 
main- -*# 


1 to Contentment; 
ur  qnaintained. 7he Zordwill ſpeak 
ie, Peace unto his People, and to his 
IS Saints (q), but zo peace unto the ( ) Pl. 
1c wicked (7). He who lives Care- a - 
), &#cfty cannot be Peaceable, There's . 8.22, 
No protection againlt fear, but /n- 
eprocency. A good man « ſatisfied 
; Wfrom himſelf (s ); Neither ſhall (5) Pro. 
'3 they ſag, Loe here, or toe there, (is 1414 
- Happanels }:for the Kingdom of 
ft God vu: within you (t), Labour (t) Luk. 
s after Truth, and Peace will fol- 17-21. 
- low. By not doing our own 
works, we keep the True Ref 
{and Sabboth of the Soul. Zo him 
het overcomes (bimlelf), i given 
Srhe Hidden Mannah (v). He Cant (+) Rev. 
_'#have, zo peace that lodges his * 17: 
;  qceadly Enemy in.his Boſome, He 
” Fonly can; have the Holy Spiric 
_ . *.#or his Comforter, that hath him 
For his Guide, When. Religion 
aus become our Temper.and Con- 
*fKirution, and-the- Divine: Will, 
_qur Joy and Pleaſure, our fyll 
37 Content, our juſt Satisfaction ; 
3 P 5 un 
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Io. An Jinfallible Way 


in taking Chriſt's Yoak upon * 

us, by a pliable ſubmiſſive Frame 

and Temper of ſpirit, a free ſin- 

cere. intire obedience to hi 

Laws, learning of him to be 

meek and lowly of Heart,we ſhall 

() Mat. fizza Reſt unto our Souls {w), O the 

11-22. never-ceaſing mulick, comiort, 

and fſatisfa&ion of a good Con- 

ſcience ! Ir's our Suffering, Sick: 

beds, Death-bed Cordial ; a of. 

ter pillow under our Head, 

hit (though that be upon a ſtone, 

"ih and we have no Covering but 

Mi the Canopy of Heaven over us, 

than others can lay theirs upon, /. 

in the Richeſt Pavilions, or moſt. 

HTplendid Palaces: It Cauſes the 

Patient to ſmile,while the Speta- 

tors weep ; The Martyr to Bleet 

with more eaſe, than the Z#xecs- 

toner ſweats ; Is a Continual Feaſt, 

when we have nothing elſe : In. 

ables us to Eat Herbs, and drink 
Water, and give God Thanks. . 

Gmwilt 1salways Terrifying and 
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7 to Contentment., 
pon © Aﬀrighting : makes great ones 


Tremble in the midſt of their 
Palaces, Afraid of Death under 
the Covert of their guilded Cet- 
Jings. The Cleftot a Wall puts 
them into a Fright ; The Clat- 
i of a ſhutter drives their 
Courage to a non-plus ; They 
fear their days to be at an End 
every time the Wind breaks a 


T 


wp a Tile from their Roof: Plas 
\£es of Safety are not ſecure to - 
them; and they are as much. 
amaz d to ſee the Tapeſtry flip. 
from the Wall, as if an Earth-- 
quake had violently thrown up : 
4he foundation of their Dwel- 
ling. An Evil ſpirit (their guilty 
Conſcience) haunts them con- 


tinually, which all their Diver- 


ions cannot conjure down, or 
.drive away, ſo that, though | 
*neither God nor Man punith - 


- them in this world, they can be 


"HD 
_—_ . 
» 3M 


4 never able to pardon (fo not to 


enjoy 


pane of their Window, or putts - 
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enjoy) themſelves. Guilt make of 
them think they ſtill hear the 3p 
Noife and Alarm of wrath: and B 
vengeance z bk 
At every flaſh of Lightning the) yi 
wax pale; Y 
Hhen diſtant 7 hunder Rumbies, : 
Filains quaile. 1 
Guilt and Unbelief Creates all \ 
our Fears ; -makes us weary of 1 
the day, and watchin the night, £ 
our ſleep ſhort, the night long ; 1 
x 

{ 


nuded 


our dreams troublelume, our 
watchings painful; a pale face, 
a, thoughtful - deſponding: per: 
p:exed Heart 3 ſhuts up Heaven 
it ſelf againſt us, makes the God 
of Trutha Lyer:; Faiths opens 
Heaven, glorifies God, fortifies, 
confirms the Heart, and efla- 
bliſhes us, fills us with Courage 7 


and Acquieſcence in him, holds | 


our Hearts ina holy Tranquillity | | 
amidſt all the unequal motions *' 
of this life ; willmake us ſtand | 
upright even among the a” 

OI 7 


«IX 
eB 


nh 
l'* 
Gf 
- 
, 


ts: Contentment; 


aakes off the great fall oſthe old Build: 
r the 30Þ of Nature, when Heaven and 
Jarch ſhall Tremble and Shrink: 
ating to a Diſſolution, He is 
are to be Fed, who is able to 
F+/ieve: Find out the HYord,and 
16:c; God will find outthe-Deed: Tell 
wm what He hath: /a:d, and he 
'S all WAll rake 7t good. He never yet 
y of Was worſe than his word; or 
ght, Gompounded for leſs than due, 
Dg; With any whom his Promye 


/ 
4 [4 0) 


Our Made his Creditor. Foſbua 


dce 


ft 


throwes down the Gantler, and 


ver- Ghallenges all Zſrael to ſhew 
ven but the oze 7 hing God had failed 
30d themin, of all: che good things 


Els 


he had ſpoke concerning them, 


1es, '(&) Faith is the ſubſtance of things 
fla- a6 ſeen, doubts not of Food , 


ge though we ſee no Corn; deſpairs () Joſ. 
Ids "mot of Cloaths, thoughrwe have 314+ 
ity mo Flax, wants not a Sa- 
ns ''Erifice, though we- have 


nd {no Herd { x). Faith loves no (y)Habs 


» FL 8 
CS G + 
+ 
z "#3? 
LO ® 
© 2 


: 
»68 
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f 
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ſputesz Hates all doubtfull 3,7 
Realogn- * 


$44 


An Infallible Way 


Reaſonings, Baniſhes all Carnal , 
Objections ; Sets not Provide: 
ces againſt Promiſes; Triumphs 
over all ſeeming Contradictions; 
Looks upon-the greateſt Imped: - 
ments, as difficulties which can- 
not Check, but only Magalke 


Almightineſs. There is no que- 1 


ſton left, where God's Promile | 
is Engaged ; There are no Ob- 
jeRions againſt Faith, nothing 
Impoſſible to him that can be- 2 
lieve: no Deſart without Provi- «+ 
ſion ; no Dungeon without © : 
Light, no Fiery Trial without - 
Comtort ; no Valley of Tears, 
without a Door of Hope. Never 
tear (ſaith Faith) to urge the 


Promiſes, to put the Bond in _ * 


{uit ; Zhou haſt Law on thy ſide ; 
Bills and Bonds muſt be paid, 4 
good man, will be as good as his 
word, much more 4 good God: 
He that was ſo free, as to make 

_ It, will be ſo faithful, as to make 


- 5 F: 
It good. 1] bw, 
. F i 
| Why 7 
C We * 
£ 


I5 

rnal Why then do we ſtumble at- 

cn every ſtraw? why are we of 

phs Woubtful Minds? and why do 

NS; Thoughts ariſe. in our Hearts ? 

-di- awe will then be diſtruſtful,when 

an- we have a want, he cannot ſup- 

lhe 'Iply ;, a danger, he cannot pre- 

Ue- + vent, Or remove; a Dilcale, he. 

ile cannot heal, or mitigate, an 

b- 4Enemy, he cannot overcome, or 

1g reconcile; a Red Sea, he cannot 

E- dry up, or divide ; a Wall, he 

'1-, « cannot throw down, or help us 

Ut - over, who ſway's the Scepter of 

it -. the Univerſe, and lets looſe, or. 

3, © binds up the Creatures Influen- 

r ces at his pleaſure: keeps the 

e | Lyons from Eating one Prophet | 
2  *(z);and the Fiſh from digefting 2% 
; +another (a). The Fire from tou- (4) Jon: 
s + ching Three Captives in a burn- 17-< 


94 


2 


- 1ng Furnace (5,) Supplies the (5) Dan; 
1! {ſraelttes 40 years, where they 3: 7 
-> Neither ſow, nor reap, toil, beg, 
-'Nor ſteal (c). Alters the Courſe 


tC Ag - 
bY 


= 
to Contentment; 


(5)Deut! 
. , 8. pa | 
of. Nature, and the Hearts of Neh.. 


W mea: **: 


avs, 


16 an Infailible Wap 


men: Removes all Impediment;*an 

for their ſuccour, defence, ad-, he 
vantage , Cloaths the naked" 
Trees; Recovers the virdure of dt 

the forlorn Earth: Exalts the *; 
ſetting Sun-1a irs Beauty and*B\ 
Brightneſs: Spreads every- day P} 

a Table where all may- reach* 
conventent food. In thezime of % 
Famine plants a Corn-held in” 
the-bottom of a Barrel of Meal, y 

for Zlah.; and. an Olive-Yard *% 

in a Cruſe, for the Widow of lf 
 Sareptah, Fills Empty Naomi *F 
(1)Ru.4. with a famous off-ipring (4d) : '*:# 
17* gives Zmazixah much more than *# 

| hehadparted with to the Army *x 

(772 Ch: of 7ſ7ael (e), and Fob double for *t 
(f) Job; What he took from him (F): Re- *'T 
- 42-10. ſtores to his Pentents what the 1 
| Locufts and Caterpillers had ea- | 
@Je41 ten (g): Accompliſhes his Pro- * 
+ *” miſe of Incredible Plenty in .Ses- * 
24r14,and rains it not from Hea- ** 
(zKin. ven neither (Þ): Recompences to - © 
1% his People the Comfort of PR 2 


to-Contentment; 


ents*and Liberty , which Sickneſs 
d., tad Impaired ; of Relations and 


*devoured ; of Houles and Eſtates 
*Which the Fire had Conlumed. 
1nd\Builds his 7emple agaialt all 
lay Plots and Scandals, Weapons 
*2nd Oppoſitions. Dilcomfits the 
ZPhil:tims by Jonathan and his 


; 3 
2 +. 
Z £ * 

'H 


Hnmmon, Moab, and Mount ſeer 


; the Mightieft Prince by an Army 


e turcs. Routs an Innumerable 
- Hoſt with a few Trumpets, 

*Lamps, and Pirchers, likelier ro 
- Fight Children, than Armed 


\Þt: lf he but #5, his Enemies 


. 4% 
+ va 
y 4 


_ 
+ 
; 


Friends, which the Grave had: 


4 
2 


"muttered of his meaneſt Crea- 


7 


"£ rmour-bearer (7) J Delivers Afa (:)1S:m- 
With a Handful, in compariſon '4- 
*of a Thouſand Thouſand (& ): (U2 Ch. 
F#czehiah from Senacherih (1); ( 
m1 * Fehſaphat from the Children ot 19.35. 


*Þ.) There's none ſaved by the (»)2 Ch. 
multitude of an Hoſt. . Subdues ” 


men (z): Diſcountenances any (-) Jud. 
.< deſign, if his Ze be but againſt 7-29%c 


.8.&Cc, 
Kin. 


- 
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An Jnfallible Way 


come with ſpeed, and Reveng,g 


his Quarrel againſt themſel»veF 
. (0). Let him but riſe, and bh; 
Enemies are ſcattered (p): Wit $ 
'the Turning ofhis hand he turryF: 
them into Hell, Not a Crearturyg 
in Heaven, Earth, or Hell, by 
have an Ear to hear him ; al 
ſtand ready preſt, at his Cong 
miſſion, to perform his pleaſul 
(when he lifts up his Enſigrh 
againft his Enemies, for hi$ 
Friends. What can ſtand befor 
a Creating power ? who can Rity, 
ſiſt, or Oppoſe Infinite Strength, 
and Almightineſs ? He can (vg 
what he will, and will do fo 
his what is beſt,according to thi 
Dictates of Infinite Wiſdom an 
Goodnels. 4 
— Henceforth then I will imply «x 
that Time I uſed to ſpend it 
Diſquieting Thoughts about th: 
things that diſturbed me,in Aa; 
of Love, and Praiſe, Submiſſion, ;;; 
and Reſignation, Faith,and Con: 
fidences 
= 
1 


| to Contentment, 
"Mence in. God. I cannot want 
 -@F abound, but from Thee, who 
"veſt before thou takeſt, and 
"Eakeſt but what thou oaveſt. 
[ive me what thou wilh, lo thou, 
ve me Cortentment with it.' 
ame my Heart to my £ſtate, 
-I ſhall have an Z/are to my 
Yeart ; and not wart when I 


4 Deſire. as Superfluity. Religion 
* mp a man_ to be without 
at, which others know not 
-How to want , and, an Ability 
*to be Content with a little, is to. 
*He more truly Rich, thari the ha- 
Sing mich without being fſatiſ- 
"Hed. I ſhould be much aſham'd 
"ny ſhould be found more Con- 
tent, among all thoſe that have 
6. HadTI Store, I would not 
1, mpoveriſh my ſelf by Covetonſ- 
| F £4 - now Poor, I will not make 
"A Little, leſs by Murmurine, bat 
STarich my ſelf by Content: So I 


ni 
cd avecnough, with leſs trouble, 
'Y and 


x 
«F 
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$4 


_ Dangers Dury,and Recko f 


I thall never pay for wht 
1 = I hold all 2» Caprre:Þ 

have all with the Love and Fig 
vour of a Reconciled God, wii 
a Bleſſing, with the Pardon 
my Sins, with a Thanktul Hea 

and as a piedg of Eternal Me 
cies. While others grumble | 
looking on great mens £/?atel 

Ile Zremble to think on th 
. Lecounts , and ſtudy more how 
togive 4 "good; one of. my Litti® 
than how ro make it More. Plei 
; tiful Proviſions have large Bil 
of Accounts ; God:s Is 
all his Gifts on: the File , ths 
worſt Servant confeſſed, thougl 


41 
VC 
INC 


d 


D5, 


by T. 


1 


i 


he Imploy d not his Talent. Hay Wo 
| Enot more thanIcangivea goof FU 
Account of my ſpending well'B 
Are not my Receits great enough 


already ? Muſt I complain that |J 
have not more to Anſwer for 


Rich men, like Sumpter- Horſes,%% 


travel all day under the Burdce 


['F 
in 


"fy 


*P 


Z to Contentment. 

ko F ſome Rich Treaſure. at night 
1H - down in a foul Stable with 
'e : Wvled backs, in the Grave with 
| FS Bulcd diſtreſſed Conſciences, 
Wilny at the Great Day will Re- 
n Wyce they had no more, whije 
canfWHhers ſhall wiſh, They had not 
Viciwd ſo much. 


e | 

als x 
he "ucouragement from the Righ- 
101% teouſneſs of God. 


leg" Y Onſider his Abſolute an&- 
17 Unerring Righteouſnels, * 
ſet! whereby he 1s Infinitely 
thÞMft in Himſelf, and by the high- 
1168, moſt perfect Rule of Equity 
2Vt Ws will) overns all his Crea- 
oc ” cs.; FP doch them no wrong, 
11! cin do no wrong. Then, 

LF herefore doth a living man Com- 
rig kin, 4 man,for the puniſoment of 

 Sin?(q). (a) La, 

ij # We are [Men,)] a Mercy fo 3:35 
enſ btweighing any Temporal ſuf- 
w þ fering, 


22 


thow ſhouldeſt ſet thine Heart po 
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fering,as may well Tranſport j \ 


with Joy and Admiration unde 
thei, /Yhat is Man, that tholllh, | 
(bouldeſt magnifie him? and tha. h 


14 


him? and that thou ſhouldeſt vil. 


(r) Joh, him every moment (r)? The no © 
7:7 bility of our Nature, ſhou'd adÞ},. 


Plal. 8, Vance us, ſhame us, into a 'mory 


4 


Rod of Diſcipline in his Hand! 


Chearful exalted Frame and or 


Temper. We oughtrather hum, . 
bly to thank, than fretfully mur}F, - 
mur againſt him; being ſo fav, 


Trom deſerving any Favour,thallfc.. 


we are not worthy a Blow: it 
too much Honourto us for hin 
to contend with us: anIgnobltq 
Conteſt! Z/Vhat is a Man thi. 
thou viſiteſs him ? Tutors, takes 5, 
ſuch particular Notice, ſuch ſpe ';, 
cial Care ofhim, as to reclaim,o. | 
ſtop him in his Wandring, anc 1 
correc, as well as feed him? :/ 
{1gn he hath not forgot him. The 


ww 


k 
/ 
/ 
t 


becomes a Scepter of Honour in? 
ours, We 


to Contentinent 
We are [But Mez] in a ſtate: 
f Dependence, Subordination, 
n Bubjection and Suffering : And, 
"Br ho art thou, O Man, that replicſt 


# aainſt God? infinitely above us, 
th naccountable to us, ſupreme 


Lord over us! Ir belongs not to 
ad us in our militant ſtate to chule 
"Tour Station, but to behave our 
"ſelves well in it. Every one muſt 
MYnot, cannot be a Commander, 
| and common Souldiers are not 
* to Counſel or Diſpute but to ob- 
% ſerve, and obey their General ; 
. {whether ir be to fight in the 
"FFicld, todig in the Trench, or to 
MY Rand upon the Watch. Tis as 
#Junreaſonable to refuſe ſubmiſſi- 
5 "on to him Wm in what he Com- 
© .mazas, as in what he 7»flis.The 
© - Yorldis but a Stage we Atony 
" It's very little material what 
"| part ours 1s, fo we act it well ? 
"3 A Comedian may get as much 
%Y Applauſe by aQing the, Slave, as 
1 the Corquerour, Every  condi- 
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tion hath an uneaſineſs, ſo that | 


when we court a Change, we 
rather ({cek to warve, then exd our 


Miſeries. We muſt expect Bri- | 


ars and Thorns, who have chan- 
ged our Condition, voluntarily 
tranſlated our ſelves 1nto .an- 
other ſoil; and have no reaſon 
to be grieved at the native In- 

cumbraaces, -and Inconvenien- 
_ cels of it.; or to expect Exemp- 
tion from them: To meet with 
nothing but the Pleaſures of a 


Garden, who have turned our | 


felves out of it into a Wilder- 


neſs. Men repine at what is ex- | 
traordinary, and unuſual, not | 
general and common to all. In | 
vain we murmur at what is na- || 


tural, : or at what we cannot 


remedy : and afflid our ſelves | 


with a Fatal neceſſity, which 
involves Monarchs and Peaſants, 
The Philoſopher handfomly re- 
proach'd the Impatience of the 
Perſian King, for the gs 

is 
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| his Wife, by undertaking to revive 


her, if he could but help him to the 
Names of Zhree Mex that had zever 


| grieved,to write upon her 7 omb. Soloz 


teeing a Friend of his much oppreſſed 
with Grief,carry'd him up toa Tower 
that over-look t the City of thers, 
and ſhewing him all the Buildings, 
faid to him, Conſider how many Sor- 
rows have, do, and ſhall in future 
Ages inhabit under all theſe Roots, 
and do not vex thy ſelf with the In- 
conveniences which are Commons to 
Mortality , as if They were only 
yours. If there were ſaith Socrates) 
a Commoz Bank made of all Mens 
Troubles, moſt Men would rather 
chuſe to take thoſe they brought; than 
to venture upon a. new Dividend, We 
muſt Reverſe God's Fundamental Zaw, 
before we can hope for a 7otal Ex- 
emption from Suffering, All that any 
Man can aſpire to, 1s to have bur 
an Zqual Share ; and the generality 
of Men have /o at leaſt, none can 
prove that he harh'not (0, He's an III 

GC Memb=-" 
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Member of aCommunity,who would 
ſhuffle off al Payments in Pablick (= 

eſsments ; who, in this Common 7ax 
God. hath layd upon our Nature, is 
not content to bear his ſhare.\We mult 
Build a World apart, and not be con- 
tent with the Elements that ſerv'd 
our Anceſtors Turn ,. or bear the Mi- 
feries of Humane Nature (fince we 
participate of it ) and be one of thoſe 
ſeveral Companies of Mourners that 
make up Mankind, whole Showers 
of Tears almoſt every where water 
(not to ſay overflow.) this-yale.of 
Tears. WhenT haveleaſt; and ſuffer 
moſt, I wilt try how I am able. to 
live with leſs, and ſuffer more ; and 
evidence by my Chearfulneſs 7 that 
fome call Want and Miſery, That 77ap- 
pineſs conſiſts not in Superfluity, or 
Eaſe. praiſing God for deeming me 
worthy to ſerve as a Tryal of humane 
Nature; to ſee to how high a pitch 
Patience can mount. Good men lit- 
tle conſider their Speftators ,* that 
ſtrongly Encounter all Adverſities., 


"I 
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Tf the Searcher of Hearts found us 
| Not fit, he would never:-honour us 
with ſo hard Imploymentr. 

We are [ Living Men,] fo may ſee 

! better dayes, or Improve theſe to 
| our great Advantage, who might be 
| paſt all poſſibility of Retrieving our 
: Errors, or EſcapingEternal Miſeries . 
on this ſide which, the greareſt Evils 
| are below, the leaſt Favours above our 
| Deſerts. It our Griefs be ſhort, they 
| delerve no great Complaint, if Zozz, 
; their laſtingneſs faſhions us to Pa- — 
| tience. Lite isdearer than any other 
| Temporal Mercy, the wages of Sin 
/ 1sdeath: Bat thy Zife will 7 give unts 
thee for a prey; was in 
3 God 'saccount (s Jenough 
\ to ſilence all ;Barwch's Complaints, 
/ amidſt all the Miſeries of a fad Capri- 
! vity, Andin moſt deplorable Times, 
| the Church is Command- 
| -£d (7) not oply to Bleſs (+) Pl 56,10, 


II 


(s) Jer. 48.5. 


God, but to Praiſe him 
«loud, for that ſignal Mer- 
wd that God keeps Life and Soul to-. - 
C 2 gcther, 


- be ER 
Rp 1, 1040, 
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gether, and keeps them upon their 
tcet, notwithſtanding all the Rage 
and Violence of their Enemies ; O 
Bleſs our God, ye people, and make the 
voice of his Praiſe to be. heard : which 
holdeth onr Soul -in life, and ſuffereth 


zot our feet to be moved, 


We are['Sinners, lo all the Plagues 
we are capable of in this, and the 
other World, are but ozr De. If he 
abate any thing of this, he puniſhes ws 
leſs than our Jniquities deſerve: and 
we have more Reaſon to Praife hin 
tor his 4Zercy, than to Complain of, 
and Repine at Juſt and Equal Dealings. 
A [mz] for the punifthment of his 
Sin! if he be but a man, have but 
Rational Principles, he muſt needs 
Acknowledg the Equity of ſuffering 
for Sin; and of being patient under it , 
whereby he Endeavours to heal and 
Reclaim vs, if he be patient towards 
us in our ſinning againſt him, where- 
by we oppole and provoke him. The 
Hauvghty Monarch, when return'd to 


his 
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to Contentinent, 


his Wits, harpd upon the right 
ſtring. Thoſe that walk in 

pride, he is able to abaſe (u). (u) Dan. 
The Heathesz Prince look- 
ing upon his hands and 
feet, laid his Finger on the right lore, 
when he ſaid, 4s 7 have 


37. 


29 


done, ſo God hath requited (w) Jud.r. 


we (wm). 


The 7 hief had 
ſo much Honeſty and1n- 
genulty, as to confels Acquieſcence 
under their deſerved puniſhment, 
Reaſonable, Ye inaced juſtly, for we 
receive the Due Reward of 

our Deeds (x). TFoſeph's (x) Luk. 23. 
Brethren hit the nail on #4'- 


the head, in ſaying one 


to another, Ye are verily guilty con- 
eerning our Brother, in that, when we 


faw the Anguiſh of his Soul when be be- 


ſought us, and we would xot hear ; now 


i this Diſtreſs come upon 
#5 (9). May wenot all 
lay, Am notl verily guil- 


ty concerning my Eſtate, my Health, 
my Reputation, = And will not 
3 


7. 


(y) Gerh 42. 
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Conſcience anſwer, Spake T not unto | 
Thee, {aying, Do not fin againſt it, | 
and thou would it not hear ; there-. | 


tore behold that alſo 1s required ? 
Whatſoever be the /nſtruments, 
the Zord is Righteous: The ſtroke is 


{traight, though the ſtick be crook-. | 


ed. The Equity'of his Dealings is 
alwaies viſible, though the Reaſon is 
not : his Righteonſneſs 1s like the great 

Mountains, whenchis Tudg- 
{Ul 3%. ments are/a great Deep(2). 
Though 5/2 benot always 
the particular Reaſon why he Afiidts 
us, yet there's ſuffictent Reaſdn for 


it 0N.account of Sin. He neyer'ſtrikes, | 


but he ſtrikes a Si»»er, that deferves 
'greater than he ſuffers: 'Without 
him T am nothing}, Thave"nothing, 
Tcan do nothing, I deſerve" nothing, 
I am worſe than nothing, there 
would: be no :loſs of me if 1' were 
brought-to nothing. I cannot date 
my Affiicions, fromthe firſt day of 
-my pollution ; or of my Enjoyment 
this Blefſings. There are,that have 
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never a good day if all their lives ; 
not 2 diy'of health/glxdnels, reſpe&, 
among ill their-Uys of- ſicknes, [ad- 
-neſs, - and Tepr oath. "My Sufferings 


are' not! ſo' mafiy-a5* my Ss, as my 
'AMercies ,''as'God'may- exercile me 
with, as have befallen others, as my 
Saviour's,:? ' with" the Joyes of Hea- 
VE 

We have +eceiv'd WeexpeR: great 
T hings at God's. hand, butwhat hath 
be form ours? Would every man as 
-daly y\Ponder © how thuch" he. 13 ſhort 
oF Dity; #5; What he wants of 
'tis Defires;- hewbuld think ir very 
gentte Cormpoſitionto have the one 
ultfupplyed;: ſo!hei might! have' rhe 
dthe?: remitted; 4nd ſee 'abutdant 
canle'to Hf down"Cohrentedly, and 


'R 


fay with! Honeſt «Mephi-i 


boſheth, (a) FVhat right («2 Sam 
therefore have'T yet th try © 
any © #07 arte HRP. "King 4 Doth he 


Termove! at Comfort vofiave not For- 


feited ? or; Tay or an Aﬀiation we 
have not AT 7 Ihole obedience 
"i, C 4 hath 
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hath been in any degree proportion» |; 
able to his obligations ? I may Chal- |! 
lenge the beſt Man, to caſt up the | 
account of his beſt day, and tell me, |: 
Whether his Receits have not Infi- |! 
nitely exceeded his Disburſements : | 
whether, for any one good thing, he | 
hath dpre, he hath not Received many, 
Did we diligently Imploy our ſelves 
in Refletions upon God's Mercies, 
and our own Guilt, we ſhould find 
little Leiſure, ang leſs Reaſon to Con- 
dole our Aflicions, but ſhould di- 
vert our Complaints upon our {elyes;: 
and.(ſeeing them both ſo numerous) 
be aſtoniſhed at God's goodneſs 1g 
Contiauing his Bleſſings! indeſpight 
pf all our provocations, and at-.our 
own Baſenels,4n'continuing our pro- 
mop 1a 'deſpight of thoſe Bleſx 
ngs. TN OO 
That every wicked-Imagination; 
every black Delign, is not at once gde- 
feated and puniſhed with Infatuation 
and Frenzy, that every .Blaſphemous 
Artheiſtical ſpeech: doth not 4 
OS. tne 
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| the tongue, every prohibited Act 
/ fix-us perpetual Monuments of Di- 
e | vine. Vengeance; that every wilful 
; || Negledt puts us not beyond all pofſi- 
- |] bility of enjoying another opportu- 
: || nity for attaining Eternal Happineſs, 
> || (how.-much ſoever our puniſhments 
, || areſhort of our guilt) we owe to the: 
; || Lenity and Compaſlion of God. In-. 
| Read of Complaining. .of .io. many 
Evils, I may well be 'Fhankful I :1lye- 
under no mare,: who have deſerv'd. 
{o much, .and. account. every thing 
a favour on this ſide Hell. Bleſſed be 
God that he hath dealt ſo kindly by 
me; as.to leaye me any. thing,and nor , 
taken away all, when all:was at his 
Service. He. ſets down Fifty for a. 
Hundred: His: ſevereſt Diſpenſations 
are Merciful Abatements of. Sin's Juſt 
Demerit. When my. Caſe is. moſt . 
fad, it might be much worſe., He 
I breaks the Staff of : my. Outward 
7 Comforts, he might. take away..my 
| Inward Corgials: He Afﬀlis.: my 
Body, he might wound . my. Con-' ; 


C5 ſcience, 
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ſcience: 
might Remove himſelf; Lops off the 
Branch,:Body and Soul intoHell. We. 
are troubled on every fide, yet: not. 


Diſtreſſed; Perplexed , but not 1n_ | 


Deſpair. Perſecuted, . but not For- 


faken';; Caſt down,, *but- not De-- | 
ſtroy'd : Pained, | but not -Damaed:- | 


holden in the Cords of Afliction,but 
not under Chains of Darkneſs. Were 
it-Death;,. he is not yet. come to the. 
Endoof his Rod. *' The worft'we'can 
feel here, is not' the Thoufandth part” 
of what we have'defery'd hereafter.” 
He viſits our 'Trahſgreſſions” with : 
Rods,and our Iniquiries'with Stripes, - 
when he might '"Chaſtiſe us with * 
Scorpions; and takt®his Loving kind- * 
neſs utterly from Us.) What's' a Pa- | 
roxy ſme of the Gott, or Stone;'to-fou- 


wn pry 


ling on the Scalding'Bitfowes of hi g ; 
Eternal” Vengeance ? A 'Feaver,'a.. | 


Sic: Bed; Y6'a Bid of Flatnes, where 
th&eVir. os Ver" gots'off, the Worm tie-'- 
\V01314 7, ver - 


This 'Croſs , might have. | 
beeh a Corſe: HeRuins my Eftate, he | 


4 
Fl 


Branches, 'he' might caſt Root and: | 
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fo-Contentment,-- 35: 
ver dyes, the Fire is not quefiched? 


If he will not a/wates Chide, neither | 
keep his Anger for: ever, he deals not | 
wath us after our Sins; nor rewards 


us-according to our Iniquities.: . Let 
itfor ever Check-all querelous.paſ- 


ſlonate Realonings 2gainft him, who. 


inflis but 7emporal Puniſhments,that 
might make-us Zrernally Miſerable : 
Corres us with the Rod of AMict- 
on;who might as juſtly break us with 


a Rod of Iron, and daſh us in pieces 


like a Potter's'Veſfel. 


ſi 
_—_— 
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Preouragement from the Soveraignty 
S* O00 11977 "of God. | - TSB 


F\ 


7 Onſider his Independent, Abſo- 


lute, Unlimited Soveraignty: Dil. - 
content under:Suffering, isa Striving 
and Contrending with: God: Oppo- ' 


» ; 


ſig and Controlling his Dealings, as 


Unequal, and Unadviſed ;- Charging 


him with Tyranny 5 as -if he: went - 
our of: the' way of: Juſtice, when he » 


treads 
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treads over: our Line; and Tranſ-. |} Ze: 
greſles the Bounds we. have ſet him... | Cl: 
It argues we would. (if we could). | 

Revenge our ſelves upon, him, becauſe. |} an 
we give way to that Paſſion that || mi: 
prompts to Revenge, Bur, may we, || lel 


that made_not, govern and diſpole of - || Jo! 
our ſelves? or ,Chooſe. our Srarion, || it 
more than we did what Creatures we . || it 


would. be ? Is it not fit we ſhould be. || T 
at hs fipding and ordering whoſe Hork- || 10 
mgnſhip, we are? .and as [ntirely Ren- 
der up our ſelves unto his Hill, as we. 
Proceeded from it ? Shall we not. 
altow him the Common Priviledg 
of all Proprietqrs? Is,ngt his Inte- 
reſt and Dominion Infinitety more 
Abſolute, than ours, over our lelves, 
and -ours ? . May he not doamhat he, || 
will with hs own ? Uograteful Wret- 
ches are we! to be more ſenſible of, 
the /ofs, than exjoyment of what he . 
freely lent us for ſo long as he ſhould. 
think fit! to, Complain of that as . 
ou. Zujury, which is but Reſtitution, 
of what he made us not ſo much asa . 
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Leaſe for any.ſet Term-,. without a 
Clauſe of Revocation at pleaſure. The : 
greateſt Honarchs hold their Crowns: | 


| and Kingdoms of him 7» Caprre, and: 
{ may be turnd out at plealure, at 


leſs than. an hours warning, Do we. 


| look upon the owner and keeper, as. 


it he came to Rob us, when he. Calls . 


| it in? and not rather diſmiſs it' with - 
| Thankfulneſs for Lending 


it us fo 
long ? #/Vhoſe FYillſhould take place? 
HYhoſe Pleaſure ſhould be procured ? 
Henceforth (my. Soul) deny thy (elf, 
or deny thy felb to be-a Cregture. Be 
wholly at his. Diſpoſe,.. or. call him. 
not thy Soveraign. He will do what 
he ought.: He can do thee no wrong. : 
If he fend, ſay, not, What, do; ye? 
Lofing my Life, or Livelihood , 'tis 
even-asthe Lord hath Commanded, - 
and ſtraightway let it go. Let there -- 
be no Strife'hetween Thee and Him, - 
between thy Will and His. for He is - 


thy Soveraigs.- 1s not the whole: 


Land before Thee? Haſt not; thow- 


Enough, tdo much Room already in": 


others 


- 


f 
j 
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others--Breaſts'?- Separate thy ſelf, 


I pray Thee:fronv me, and*Þ ſhall be- 
hold*-all the Phins' of "my: loweſt 
Eſtate.even-aSthe Gardefi'of' God, : i! - 

i We 'car never-have 'any ſettled”! 


peace til” we. commit our ſelves 
quietly to him. Safety-'is furtheſt 


off from tlioſe;” who ſolittle Eſteem 
his will; that' they prefer their own 


beforgit' Lethim feed, that weican- 


as Compoledly'Reſt-our ſelves upon - 


him; as'if it were- in'our own hands 


to doi what-we liſt: which is the * 


only way to pleaſe him ;-andiwe can 
never 'be) pleaſed/itfnleſs:/we think 
that'hevis ſo'too,- Tis thetdlturpa- 1 


ticti' 5f-otfe Will over our Reaſon; ! || 
which  bre6ds/ all-out Inward Th | 


mults and'i!Diforders-: i(There'sino.. 


peſibility.6PCurbing-its- Inſvlence; 2 | 


betoby dmmiteing 1t/t5 him; Who : 
cafl ators' d8&&rithe2utird ly WAls:ofd 
men. - He «Wit lin'ſpight\iof ut rhe 1 
Reſuttandits vf:Sence-bfitivety dubsi3 
mits'hiz0.\Wiltito God's, God! will-1 
fefid eitti6rs fone oltward Allgyes;-1 
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1 or-ſuch inward Comfort and Sup-' 


port, as ſhall counterpoiſe the Af- 
flition he takes not off. And no- 
thing but Experience. can fully '1n-. 
form. us of the unſpeakable Calm- 
neſs, Serenity, and Happineſs of that-. 
Soul, who hath reſignd his Will-to 
God:: All is Care-and Chuſing for 
himſelf, *is now happily fuperkeded':- 
He's tenipted to no Anxious forecaſt- 
of future Events ; \ax knowing; that 
nothing can happen in Contradiction 
of that -Supreme-Will, to which: he- 
is wholly Reſign d; which will eer- 
tainly chooſe for 'him with''the/ Care! 
and' Tenderneſs of ah Indulgent 'Fa-' 
ther; for his Child thar caſts it ſelf 
into:his Arms. - -His Honour; as well- 
as his:Compaſſion. is concern'd-in-the- 
Relief of his Homagers, andiDepen: 
detits,/ who' have ſurrendred' rhem2+ 
ſelves to him.” - Our Wills;that were 
before liable to perpetual-defeats, itt+ 
this Bleſſed Combination, can' neves * 
be eroffed; tontrolled; or reſiſted: By's 
this meats; thoſe/ things that /are'res7 
EONAT'S pugnant 
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pugnant to our ſenſitive Natures,are . 
yet very agreeable to . our ſpirits, 
when we conſider, that they are Im-. 
plicitly our own Chaice, ſince they, 
are his, whom we have deputed to. 
chooſe for us. And, having lurren- 
dred our. ///:ts to his, we hall- 
without much pain, let him take. 
any thing elſe: let's but make ſure - 


of. Reſignation, and Content will flow 
in, without any further . Induſtry. 
With our- #/{s,. we ſhall certainly 


develt .our .ſelves of all Solicitudes, . 


Cares, and fruitleſs Anxieties, which 


perpetually Harraſs'd us; and Caſt. 
our Burden upon him, who invites . 
us to it: and. he who bears all our - 
Sins,, will-bear alſo all our Sorrows . 
and Griefs. It.is our own.Will and . 
Deſire, it ſhould. be- with us as. tt. 1s, -. 
or we fearfully diſſemble with God, 
when we ſay, [7hy Hill be done, } 


and, are we diſcontented that we : 
have-our Will ? . that our Prayers. 


are Anſwered? Shall we ſet up cur 


Wills,. not oply. againſt his, but-our: - 
CES 5474 | own? 


- 
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own ? be diſpleaſed our Requeſts aye 


granted ? Repine that his,and there- 
with our Will is done? Cankthere 


|| be any thing in the Will of God, his 


Servants ſhould Inordinately fear. ? 
the fulfilling of which is the Cage, 
Deſire, and Buſineſs of their Lives? 
Every Commiſſion is ſigned origi- 
nally in Heaven, and God will-not 
ſet his Hand to-any thing that's re- 
ally hurtful to. his Children. Though 
our Troubles Immediately proceed 
from ſecond , from natural Cauſes, 
they are but-as Inſtruments of his In. 
; viſible hand, and governd by, his 
! Counſel, to do his pleaſure. By be» 
; 10g violent againſt the Inſtrument, 

we therein oppole' the principal 
| Agent.  Aﬀflictions are not Acci+ 
/ dental or Caſual, but direRed, diſpo- 
| fed, and managed by him, who doth 
+ nothing at Random, or at a Perad- 
; venture, but, with Excellent Wil- 
| dom, and for Excellent Ends, even 
' forthe good and advantage of Man- 
' kind-in general, and-particularly of 
[<5 31 thoſe, 


I dS SE bo SI LIL SS SED EEST OOO: 


Cr or oo Id 


12 AnJnfallibleUay" 


em. Men are but Purſvviants., 


Well that in Righteovineſs and Judg.- 


mtwt, which they 2/2 with lo much | 
Malice, Cruelty;-and ſnjuſtices! 'Fet 


Dus 992 2! pips 40e; and Det lim'C #rſe, 

CG) .5am, 'becquſs" the' Porn i hath; ' i {aid 
 anto'him, Curſe” Dawid'(h). 

He doth God's'Errand ; 'thoug hi as 

went his own Malies. Whit 

welt makes" friends; [at Pekc601h 


perfe&t Charity: with! ſerond © Caiiſes:. | 


to be ſo mich in love with the' W i! 


of our Heavenly Father, as. even' to |! 


fall in' Love with wharſoever ſeryes 
it : Viewing them{@ll in:his'Hand; 


readily doing'his” Pleaſure. *Tis2 | 


Childiſh; Curriſh thing, 'to'beat the 


Rod, or bite the Stone. © We will | 
rather admire, and 'delight in their | 


ſubſerviency- to him; than maligne 
their ſevere Ifluentes upotitis. Why 
Repine ye at [njuries, Reproaches; 'or 
Sickneſſes ? Why trouble ye'the 

£ perſons? : 


ofs-who ſeem molt to-'ſuffer by / 


meth of his Permiſſive' Provi- | * 
& Eto put It 1n execution, He|: 
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perſons? They have wrought a good 


work: It's an Arreſt ſerved out of 


| the:Court of Heaven againſt me, to 
| execute his. Will ; It hath an Er- 
: rand to me from him; how could 
| they come except they were ſent ? 


All Diſtempers are part of that Run- 
ning Camp, which march under his 
Standard ; Advance 'and Retire un- 
der the Shadow of his Command : 
The voice of my Diſeaſe is, Am I 
come up hither without the Lord to 


 Afﬀiidt thee? The Lord hath ſaid to 
me, Go up againſt this 


man and AMii& him (c). < a Is, 36. 
The Great God is wid , © 
ling tobe: Leaſed with 'what, we ao, 


but we are not pleaſed with' what Ze 


doth :'' He finds..no fault with our 
Duties, though attended'with many 
defecs, if done in ſincerity ; we find 
fault with his Providences, though 
there's nothing in them but what be- 
ſpeaks Infinite Wiſdome and Good- 
neſs, As 1f God were our Steward, 


not our Lord , we require of him 
; with: 
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with a Confidence proper only to thoſe| | 


who ask their own, whil ſt, what we 
offer to Him, is, with ſuch an Irre- 


verent Careleſs hand, as if we meant |; 
it rather an 2s, than an Homage. | 
Beggars muſt not be Chooſers : He's| 
a preſumptuous Child, that, will| 
make choice of his own Rod. He| 


deſerves to be Caſheer d, to have his 


name blotted out of Chriſt's Mufter:- | 
Roll, who is not ready Chearful to | 


march through all Waies and Wea« 
thers to accompliſh his General's 
Deſign. He's of a degenerate ſpirit 


indeed, whom the Example of his | 


Captain will not Animate: that 
w1ll take no ſhare of the Hazards and 
Herd(ſhips of his Leader , that will not 
follow hin with Alacrity through 


all the Difficulties he traces before | 


us: To follow him murmuring, not 
only. extremely diſcredits him, bur, 
is all one as if we, ſtaid: behind. If 
we bear our Burdens with a perpe- 
tual vexation, we deprive our ſelves 
of the, Crown of Patience, the value 
whereof 
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| whereof is Ineſtimable, as the force 
| of it hath been judged in all times 
Invincible, and made the proſperous 
: envy their Sufferings, who on rhe 
 Dunghill, in a Dungeon, at the 
: Stake, have continued under more 


grateful, hopeful Circumſtances , 


' than thoſe that ſcorn'd, ——_— 


or executed them. Fearlelly beheld 


| the Racks, and Engines prepared for 
them: bin thanktul to thoſe that 


condemn'd them, and Regard their 
Executioners, with the ſame eye St. 
Peter did the Angel, that brake off 
his Fetters to reſtore him to freedom : 
Chearfully receiv'd them, as thoſe 


: who brovght the Keys of Paradiſe in 
| the ſame hand wherewith they 
| brought their Swords. Laugh'd at 
| Torments ; Courted Flames ; wefit 
/ out to meet Death in the blackeſt 
|} Dreſs, Their Minds ſtill remaining 
' | ere, and unbroken, bearing the 
| weight of all Sufferings with Cou- 
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rage, Conſtancy, and Rejoycing. Pa- 
rence hath cloath'd the Brow ou 
ONs- 
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Confidence to face the Storms ; to 
entertain the Challenges of Earth 


and Hell: And hath forc'd ſuch ex: | 
preſſions of Strength and fixednels, as * 


Re 


hath amaz'd the feeble World, and 


ſham'd the daring Infidel into ſtrange 
Convictions of the'Reward and Gain ' 


of Godlineſs, and .its Approaching 


Triumph : whilſt, all the glory of 
this Terreſtrial ſtate; -is eaſily wink'd + 
into Blackneſs and Diſdain. So Di- - 


tempered, Crazie, and Rotten , is 


the impatient, unreſigned'Soul, that 


he would be carried through, the 
World in a Sedar, being unable to 
be Jog'd, or Diſturbd in his way : 


To him, the Graſhopper is a Burden, - 


a light Afiction grievous. Every 
minute of our Tranquillity, 4s pur- 
chas'd with Patience; He that ts 


Sincere, and Patient, cannot miſs of ' 


Joy. - He thatſhrinks from,and mur- 


murs under his Burden,on his Death- | 


Bed will: remember, That, by hat 


7 ime, all his Sarrows had been paſt, 


and nothing remaining fox him, but | 


Reſt, } 
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to jReſt, and Reward, Others ſuffer 
th | more, only the Patient receive the 
x- | Advantages , and Recompence of 
as | Chriſtian Suffering. po 
d | The unquiet Xſtuations of our 
Je | Hearts, are their unmannerly Replies 
In | againſt God. . I ſee his Hand at the 
g Bottom: of the Yarra, that keeps 
ot | the Peace in my Soul, and makes me 
d | not Concern'd what I ſuffer, but 
[- | with what Mind ; how much I make 
s of it, and ſhall receiye for it: not to 
t | ſtrive fo, much againſt {fi;@1on, as 
Sh ® ke bh , WADE dis £31 

e | Diſpleaſare. Removing puniſhment, 
) | may leave a greater, though inſen- 
: |} fibley in its room. He ſhall not of- 
, | fend' me with puniſhment, ſo he 
7 | puniſh me not with offending him? 
. þ; It may admit aqueftion, Whether it 
; || be a more Admirable Chriſtian Ex- 
* '7 ercilſe to Do Good, or to Endure Evil, 

| Dojrg, is but one part of my work, 
; I muſt Suffer the Will of God, which 
I may. well with more Chearfulneſs, 
becaule I. can only:inthis Life, Let 
me ſuffer his Wall while I may, I 


ſhal 
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ſhall but a while, but Erernally do it || | 
without ſuffering , where my Paſ- | 
ſive, as well as my Active Obedience, || 
ſhall be Remembred, and Rewarded. | 


The Almighty's ſequeſtrations, are 
but better -Compoſitions, I know, 


all ſhall work together for 225 good; | 


Therefore,if it be for my good, ler this 


Cup paſs from me,ifit be for my good, 


let it remain with me,until thou haſt 


purged out my corruptions, perfec- | 
ted my patience, beautified my Faith, 


ſtrengthned 'my dependance, raiſed 


me entirely from all earthly de- |. 


lights, to Heavenly. 


'O! when ſhall I have done quaTr- 7 


relling, and murmuring ? Fretring, 
and R 


fully Complyant'? When ſhall I, not 


out of NV eceſſity, OT,. with Reluftan- * 


cy, but Choire., not only fubmitr, but 


 afſentto, and juſtifie thee in all thy |. 
Diſpenſations? not only hear, and | 
accept | 


epining ? Carking, and Care- | 
ing ? When ſhall I be Humble, and 
Meek ? Conformable, Silent, and - 
Dependent ? Contented, and Cheer- | 
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| accept of the Rod, but kifs it? Look 
= up, adore, 
|! Thoughts, & Honourable of Thee ? 


and think worthy 


when ſhall thy Intereſt be fo wholly 


| planted and eſtabliſht in my Soul, as 


 NOoOther may be able to grow there ? 
\. When ſhall I quit all ſelf-ends, and 


be freely at the diſpoſal of Thee ? 
reckon , and Endeavour it as my on- 
ly Intereſt to ſerve thy will ? my 


| greateſt perfection to be nothing in 


my ſelf, to have nothing of my own 


diſtin& from Thee, to commit all to 


| Thee, to be great in Thee, to be filled 


with Thee ? not to Reckon any thing 
I have, but deſpiſe it in compariſon 


of Thee ; live to, and for Thee, en- 


Joy all things as in, and under Thee ? 
Behold, I ſtand ready here for thy 


: Service; I amprepared tor any im- 


ployment, Iamgirt for any Encoun- 
ter;do with me whatthou wilt;dealas 
thou pleaſeſt with me; raiſe me,or de- 
preſs me; lift me up,or caſt medown; 
lead me to the right hand , or to the 
leit, turn me to what fide thou pleaſ- 
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eſt; Iam thine, and atthy diſpoſal ; 
Thou halt lent me to, but not for my 


ſelf, If thou wilt aMict me, aMidt | 
me; if thou wilt try me,try me.If my |. 


| patience mult {erve theein poverty; | 


it my diſgrace mult glorific Truth ; 
if my hhame muſt honour my God, 


my Poverty; fhall be my Riches; . my | 
D1:grace ſhall be my Honour; my | 


Shame, hall be my Glory, my Afﬀ- | 


flickion ſhall be my Happineſs, my : 


Service, ſhall be my Reward. Ule 


me as thou pleaſeſt, ſo thou uſe me to 


thy Glory; and ſol am ſure thou wilt; 
for, otherwiſe thou canſt not do. 


Thou canft not deny thy own glory, | 


and therefore thou canii not govern | 


me amiſs, who always eſteem my ſelf | 


well uſed, wherel ſerve thy Honour 
in the World, though in the loweſt 
Oftice,or ſharpeſt Afiction. I ſubmit 


to thy dire&ion, I follow thee with- | 
out Reply, Diſpute, or Delay,or Heſft- | 
tation, for, what ſhall I ger by Reſi- | 


ſtance, but to be drag d weeping, and 
to bear, being evil, what might do 
Hiacerely by being o00d. £m - 
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Entouragement from the 1Viſaom of 


God, 


Onſider his infinite Wiſdom 4 

whereby he diſtind&tly knows all 
things paſt, preſent, and tocome. 
All oblcure adminiſtrations which 'q 
ſeem lo full of caſual neglc&,promn- F 
cuous {catterings, and wild contin- | 
= gences, isnodilorder to him, but an | 
þ. admirable contrivance and regulart- | 
[7 ty. The Thoughts of men, the 
-* Hearts of Kings, arein the hands of | 
* God. . By hiscertain diſpoſe, there's 44 
4 a neceffity in every ſeeming undeter- |} 
,* mind Caſualty (4). He | 
who 15 unawaTres, accl- oy we m 
dentally {lain by another, 1 Sam. 5, 1g, * 
is delivered into his hands ?*' 
by God (e). An Arrow £1 Bin 26; 
ihot at Random, was di- 15. | 
reed by him tofulfil the 


D 2 pre- 
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' prediction of Lhas s death 
ES WS (f). Amidſt popular Tu- 
mults, and Inundations, _ |, 
Commotions and publick Contuli- i 
ons, the Lord Reigneth, let the Farth 
Rejoice, let the multitude of the Hills 
be glad thereof(g). Though 
things ſeem hudled toge- 
ther, and to run at Ran- 
dom , theres a wheel 


(e) Pſal. 97. 
I, 


(Ew t ina wheel, (b)) (thar 


turns every, yea, the leaſt 
wheel;) 1n them the eye of Provi- 
dence, that with deliberate care and Þ 
forecait, directs them in their Turn- 
ing andRevolutions to1he 
beſt and moſtcertainlſTue. 
Hu Kingdom Ruleth over 
Al (i). 

Which may juſtly check our ex- 
travagant Thoughts that would ei- | 
ther preſume to know all the Reclu- 
five ends of Omniſcience, or peremp- 
torily judge of the fitneſs of means, 
to ends unknown. And may reduce 
us (diicompoſed) to compoſed minds, | 

not- þ 


(5) Þſal. 103, 
19. 


ya 7 


wH 


notwithſtanding all changes, altera- 
tions, or ſeeming confuſions; to 
conclude that Oeconomy wilelt , 
that's choſen by a wildom ſo bound- 
leſs, that can at once ſurvey all Ex- 
pedients, and fo unbyaſled, that it 
bath no intereſt to chuſe any, but for 
its being fitteſt. The great Phyſician 
of: mankind, knows their various 
Tempers, and Diſtempers ; weighs 
and meaſures out the quality, quan- 
tity, and durations of their ſ{uffer- 
ings: diets and orders them, as he 
fees moſt behoveful for recovery or 
prevention. Is too compaſſionate , 
too wiſe, to let his a;frated Patients 
preſcribe their own courſe of Phy - 
fic ; or have their clamorous will : 
or, to decline our fond and peeviſh 
Cavils, ſhuffle, and diſcompoſe thoſe 
myſterious, profound Contrivances, 
whole wiſdom ingages the attenti- 
on, and exadts the wonder of An- 
gels. 

| Howlong then (my Soul) will it 
be, .ere thou make an end of mur- 


Dy : muring 
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muring words? mark, and after- _ 
wards ( if thou canſt) ſpeak on. 
Shall God alter the methods of his 
20verning the World, to humour, 
and comply with Ignorant, Inconſtanr 
man? Shall the Earth be forſaken for 
thee? Shall the Rock be removed out 

of its place? (k ) Shall 
(£2 Job 18. lM Ax lif vp it ſelf a- 

gainſt him, that heweth 
therewith? There's a Jeſt indeed 
He that formed the intelleual Eye, 
ſhall nor he ſee? He that made intel- 
I:&ual Spirits,. ſhall not he under- 
ftand? He looks upon all the world 
at. once , ſees what reference. one 
part hath toanother; and diſpoſes 
the affairs of particular Nations and 
perions (how fatal foever Calami- 
ties, and their conſequences may be 
to them) as may lerveand attain his 
great deſign. 

Hz overlooks Satan's Conclave, 
what evil deſigns are hatched and 
plotted againſt his people : and can, 
not only truſtrate their utmoſt - pol 

ClCs 
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cies and endeavours, but make them 
fruſtrate themſelves; to accomp!iihk, 


11S thoſe very ends they were de(ign d ro 
Tr, defeat: So that, what they ſcek t5 
It cecline, they promote by their [trive- 
Yr ing againit, Thus the Contrivers. of __ 
z Babel went to make themlelves a 
j name, and to prevent diſperiion, h 
5 laid their plot ſo hopetul, that they 
1 had Engaged no lels then mankind ; 


and deſignsas raiſed, as their 1ntend- 
_ - edFabrick, as high as Heaven ( and 
ſo high indeed they built: tor God 

ſaw them all the while ) but the Poli- 

cy of - the Ambitious Bailders, being 
contrary to the charitable decree ot 

God, to have the Earth peopled, .he 

made uſe of that very Conſpiracy 

that brought them together, to et- 

fee that which they conipir'd to pre- 

vent , ſo that naw, the remoteſt parts 

of theinhabited World, are but the 
Colonies of - Babel, whole ſcatter'd 
Architects have indeed made them- 

} ſelves a name, but upon a quite con- 
trary Account than 7theyintended, or 
D 4 expected, 
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expected. Thus, the purblind envy 
of Foſeph's Brethren, having made 
themlielves relolve to prevent his fu- 
ture dream of Superiority over them, 
made them think, that, by ſelling 
bim for a $/ave, they had taken ſuffi- 
cient order he ſhould never come to 
be their Maſter. His being ſold into 


Eezypt was made ule of, by the wile 


orderer of humane aftairs, to make 


himin effet, Zord, both of zr, and 


them. His nearnels to ſlaughter, his 


being merchandiz'd , his danger by 


the rage of his Miſtriſs, his Impriſon- 
ment; his ſuffering ſuch misfortunes 


as might ſeem anover-fight and neg- 


let of Providence; as if it had for- 


gotten the promotion Foſeph was de- 
{ſigned to, did all mightily conduce, 


not only to his advancement, but 
{afety and prefervation of that 
whole Family, which was then the 
viſible Church. So that, if each of 
his Brethren had given him as much 
money, as they ſold him for, it had 
not been (o preat a kindneſs as he re- 
ceived 
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ceived from their intended Cruelty. 
Thus the proud Favorite of -4haſne- 
r&s eat the Fruit of that Tree, which 
himſelf planted:Queftioslels thought 
he could {carce mils his end, when 
he provided for MZordacat that fatal 
Gibbit, which if he had not erected, 
probably himſelf might have elcap- 
&d + nor been forced to hold the fhir- 
ron to his only eve-fore, and to be 
Herauld of his Honour, ard atlait 
hang'd up a publick Spe&ticle of (corn 
and contempt, without any remains 
or appearances of his tormer Honour, 
unlet(s this was it, that the Gallows 
he hung on, was ſo many Cubits 
higher, than for the Rabble of vul- 
gar Milefattors. Thus David, alter 
he was promis d, and anointed to be 


Kinz, could {carce live a quiet life' 


with his Contrey-men : Inſtead of 


being brought up at Court, as a Xing 3, 


$03, he had not the fivour of a com 
m9 Subjett:" But, hunted up an | 
down, till at laſt driven quite ou! 
of his Kingdom, into the Wilderneſs 
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likea common Out-law, and there 
tollowed by a company of diſcon- 
tented perions, ready, on every 
frilling occalion to Revolt from him 
(as before from Sax/,) if not, to 
{tone him ; {poll d of 1s Goods, 


Wives, Children, ec. yet was this. 
d;iircs in the event contrived to his 


advantage: for, having afterwards 
Purined the Zmatekttes, he notonly re- 
zovers his own, but an abundance of 
©tner ſpoil irom them, as ſerved him 
tor Rich Preſents, to 1enew and con- 
irm the friendſhip of his weli-wiſh- 
ers in /ſrael; that after the death of 
Saul ( which preſently followed ) he 
might by their free Vote, 
to lucceed him. Thus Foxah, when 
tent to /Viniveh about ſo weighty a 
matter; as the ſafety of that great 
and populous City, and that too, 
when their deſtrntion. was within 
Ken, but 46 days off., that he ſhould 
now make delays, flee to 7 arſhiſh , 
and upon fuch a ſtreight, run himſe)t 
iro hazards; . might ſeem to argue. 
ſome 


be choſen 


w# 
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ſome careleſneis 1n the Government 
of Providence : yet, this his citence 
was {o wiſely manag d 1n the event, 
thar it mightily adv antaged the mail 
end of his Errand, which it leem d 
moſt directly to oppole. His danger, 
2nd miraculous deliverance being re- 
lated, probably by the Mariners , 
Was 4 ſpecial occaſion, his preaching 
Droved lo ſucceſsful. Thus fugnſtns 
10 Taxing bis Subjeds, paid T:1vurte 
to the King of Heaven; He brings 
{tones to build God s Temple, whillt 
he intends to raiſe his own. Exche- 
quer; his political Action,.. had an 
Ecclefiaſtical Alpe&; His end in t2x- 
ing the World, which was to il 
his Cofters, and inrich himſelt, is 
uled by God as a means tofulfil the 
prophefie of Chriſt's Birth at Bezh- 
lem. Thus the diſlention between 
Paul and Barnabas, when the Chriifti- 
an Church was in its. beginning and 
Infancy ; that:the two chief Foun- 
ders and Members.of it, ſhould fall 
at varlance among themlelves,ſeem'd 
{uch 
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ſuch an unreaſonable Breach, that an 
Enemy could not: have wiſhed a - 
worſe: what could more thwart the 
promulgation of the Goſpel of peace, 
then the contentions of - thoſe that 
preachedit? yet, by theſe two part- 
ing alunder, like two mighty ſtreams, 
ſpreading themſelves teveral ways, 
mightily. conduced to the watering 
the Barren, Thirſty Corners of the 
World. Thus the o/d Serpent him- 
ſelf, even in his chief maſter- piece, 
found himſelf the moſt over-match- 
ed: nodoubt, he highly applauded 
his own ſubtilty , and ſeem'd to have 
taken the likelieft way deviſable, to 
his impious end ; when, having made | 
Herod and Pilat friends {to make - 
them joint Enemies to Chriſt ) upon 

ſuch Terms, that the Lambof God 
ſhould -be the Victim of their new 
Confederacy, he had brought the. 
Tews and Gentiles to conſpire againſt 
their common Saviour ;Ingaging them 
ina Ruinous and Tragic Conſpiracy 
to kill the Prince of Life ; _ 
tnat. 
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| chat unparalel'd Crime, at once to 


deſtroy the DiviPs chief Znemy, and 


make God Zheirs: yet the Event fuf-. 


ficiently manifefted, this purlued 
Prey overcame the ſeeming Con- 
querour, and made all his Followers, 
Sharers in the Conqueſt : Death and 
the Dev by getting, loſt the Victo- 
ry ; for, whilſt Death fed but as a 
walter on {in's Trencher, or, with 
Woah' Crow, on the Carrion of Cor- 
ruption, the whole World was both 
its Slaughter-houſe, and Kitchin ;, 
but when it would needs ( with F#- 
das ) be ſwallowing the indiſgeſtible - 
peice of Immortality that could not 
fee corruption { the Lord of Life) 
he was choked by the Attempt , he 
broke infunder, and all his Bowels . 
guſhed out, the Dead that ſlept A- 
roſe ; and that ſting of Death ſtuck 
faſt in that empty Grave, that ſwal- 
lowed Death it ſelf in Vitory: So. 
that, all thoſe whoſe fins are there 
buryed, are inabled Triumphantly 
to ſay O Death, where is thy ſting ? O 
1 Grave, 
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PIT Grave, where tis thy Vitto- 
= ry ?(1). Pharaoh's Daugh- 

ters heart weeps over 
the Tears of AZoſes ; ſhe pays his own 
Mother for Nurſing her own Son , 
brings him up like a Prince in Zeypr, 
to be Prince of //rael, God makes 
his Enemies foſter, and bring up 
their own {upplanter, and deſtroyer. 


— Wherever the Church's Enemies arc, 


10 reſpect of their place, or, what- 
{oever, in regard of their perſons, 
Howioever joined, or disjoined in 
regard of their aftections ; all their 
projects and practices, even amidit 
their mutual Jars, conſpire -1n a Se- 
cred Harmony, as if they were entred 
into a Holy League, or Solema, Sa- 
cred Combination for, - and ſhall all 
end in, the good of: his Choſen. 
Saith Martin Luther, to the Elefor 
of Saxony (perceiving the Caule of 
the Church, to go backward ) Let 
your Highneſs beture,. the Church's 
Buſineſs is far otherwiſe ordered in 
Heavyen,. than-it 1s by the wr, 
al 


— 
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and States.of Norinberg, Andlam 
olad that Chriſt is King, for other- 
wiſeI had been utterly out of Heart 
and hope ( faith Myconns 1n aLet- 
ter to Calvin) upon view of the 
Church's Enemies. 

_ Limit not God to means : let him 
chooſe his own weapons, to fight his 
own Battle. So long as he hatha 


 Carſe 1n the World , he can never 


want ways. to maintain it, who by 
his death conquered ail his Ene- 
mies , and the Kingdoms of the 


| Earth, with one File of poor Fiſher- 


men, whole greateſt Art and Policy 
lay, in mending their Nets, and lay- 
ing. Snares for the filly Fiſh. The 
Church's Enemies cannot approve 
themſelves ſo malitious, as they are: 
He ſometimes {fo holds them in, that 
ſtanders-by, think them favourable : 
{tis in the power of my Hand (faith 
Zabanto Facob.) (m) todo 


you hurt : but the Goa of (n/. Gen. 31s 
your Fathers [pake .. unto 


2. 


me. yeſter night, ſaying, take thou 
| heea, 


: 
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meed, that thou ſpeak not to Jacob e:- 
ther good or bad, Thank him for 
nought, he conld do him hurt, | but 
God would not let him, Let men uſe 


- What means they pleaſe, he hath (till 


the ſecurity of the end. Whoever 
rules, he over-rules; and will pre- 
vent or order diforders. 

And, ſhall we have fo fond regard 
to our lelves, as not to be Content, 
that the wi/domof God, ſhould lerve 
his own Turn in managing All? Bz 
ſo narrow private Spirited, as to ex- 


pect all his providences in governing . 
the World,. ſhould center 1n our pre- - 


ſent particular Conveniency , and 
Happineſs? Humane Events, and 
ſeveral perſons Intereſts, are ſo inter- 
woven by him, that they have a mu- 
tual dezpendance among themlelves : 
and their meetings, which we think 


- 
Caſual, are twice neceſſary, as his de- 


cree, and for many ends. We muſt 


conſider our ſelves as peices of the 
Univerle ; and Engines which that 
great work-man ſets on going, for 
executing 
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executing his Ends; which being all 
good, all means tending to them, 


- muſtbe ſoalſvo. We muſt therefore 


}. 
p bear our Croſſes, not only with Pa- 


tience, but Joy and Thanktulnels, as 
accounting our ſelves happy, we 
are Inſtruments in his Hand, to do 
his work , and advance his Glory : 
which muſt needs highly pleaſe him, 
doing that willingly, which others. 
do out of conſtraint. How great an 
Evil is Diſcontent with our Allot- 
ment ? By deſiring to have our will 
in ſuch a particular, we perhaps 
ſhould croſs God ina Thouſand, he 
hath to. bring about ; becaule 'tis 
poſſible, a Thouſand Things may 
depend upon that one Thing we 
would have to be otherwiſe than it 
15s. I will be henceforth willing to 
be croſſed in fome few things, that 
his work may go onin All; and his 
End attained or furthered in ay 
things, by the one thing 1 am croſſed 
10. Tis impoſlible every humour 
ſhould be ſatisfied, becauſe, particu- 


lar 
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to one another, are Inconſiſtent with 
the general delign. That ditterence 
which there 1s between particular 
things, times, and perſons, much 
conduccs to the Beauty, and Conve- 
nfrency of the whole ; while ſome 
particular Events, ſingly conſidered, 
leem prejudicial, The whole Con- 


texture of Afﬀairs 1n their operation, - _ 


ſhall-prove in the Iſſue, for the beſt 
to thole that love-God. Wetorget 
we are all Servants to the ſame Ma- 
ſter, who diſpoſes all the Concerns 
of men by an unerring-wiſdom, and 
15s alone to determin the place we 
ſhall ſerve himin. We think, that 
Providence which governs others, 
ſhould only ſerve us, and diſtribute 
to us, not what it, but our ſelves 
think good. We murmurat a Prixce 
for indulging any thing to a private 
Favourite, to the publick diſadvan- 
tage; and we murmurat God,: for 
not doing the like. Tis great Inſo- 
lencein me, to think . he ſhould be 
more 


IP IT 
n=» 20 
A or h. 
Sepen= <td 


Ee Go Genes © EY 


to Tontentment. 67 


more concern d to Humour me, then 
thofe multitudes of others, who 
have the ſame Appetites and AﬀeRt- 
ons. Moſt men defire more, but e- 
very man deſires to keep what he 
hath; and, how ſhould one part of 
of the World be ſupply d, without 
the diminution of the orher ? It God 
ſatisfie not all, why ſhould any partt- 
cular perſon look, that his Appetite 
alone ſhould be Indulged to ? The 
comman Father of mankind diſpoſes 
things, for the public advantage of 
this great Family , and there cannot 
be a more vile Contempt of his-wit- 
dom, than ſullenly to d-{pute his 
choice and orders. Men look upon 
themſelves as fingle perſons, with- 
out reference to the community 
whereof they are Members ; elle, 


they would rather endeavour to be- — 


come their places wherein they are let, 
thin be perpetually projecting. for 4 
Change. Would we honeſtly and di- 
Iigently Imploy our ſelves where 


God hath ſet us, we ſhould find it a 
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dire&t Road to Advancement, or to | 
have a better effect, that is, {weeten | 
our preſent Condition, divert our | 


minds from mutinous Reflections on \ 


others height, and our own lownels, 
God hath placed none of us in fo Bar- 
rena Soyl , ſo forlorna State, but 
there's fomething in it which may at- 
ford us Comfort ; If we Husband 
that to the utmoſt, it's ſcarce Imagi- 
nable what Improvement, even he 
that appears the moſt miſerable, may 
make of his Condition, But, if in 
a ſullen Humour, we quarrel at what 
we ſhould enjoy, and will not Culti- 


vate our own Feild, becauſe we have. 


more mind to our Neighbours,. we 
may thank our ſelves if we ſtarve, or 
dye of diſcontent. *Tis ſurely but a 
modeſt demand in the behalf of God, 
that we ſhould allow him as much 
privilege in this World, as every 
Peaſant claims 1n his Cottage, to be 
Maſter there, and diſpoſe of hs 
Houſe-hold as he thinks fit , to ſay to 
this Servant, ſtand thou, —_——— 
there ; 


i 
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there; to another, do this, and he 
doit, and would we aftord him this 
liberty, there would bean immedi- 
ate end put to all Clamours and 
Complaints. And, when we are 
content with God's Aliowance, then 
like the Z/rae/zte's Mannah, it 1s ve- 
ry good, there's a Bleſſing in it ; 
but, when we will be reaching our, 
gathering more, or, would keep ir 
longer than God would have us,there 
will be worms (nothing that is good) 
1n It. X 

Wiſh Events according to the ſe- 
cret order of the grand Diſpoſtr, 
looking on all. not as Caſualties, bur 
Commanas,and thou ſhalt always have 
thy will; norhing can fall out con- 
trary toit, if thou totally denyeſt it, 
and transform'(t it unto his ; and de- 
fir ff no more 1n thy heart, then thou 
may(t lawfully ask of him in prayer. 
Let's not create ſuch Diſeaſes to our 


| ſelves, as we cannot declare to our 


Phyſician. When we Addreſs our 
ſelves to God for Relief, let's ſerioul- 
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ly conſider, and ſingle out thole de- |}. 
ſires that are worthy of that ſolemn | 

deprecation ; and we ſhall then find, &- 
we have in that, prejudg d all our for- 
mer diſcontents, as frivolous, or 
wicked. And then, ſure we cannot 
think fit to Harbour them, but muſt 
for ſhame diſmiſs them, ſince they are 
ſuch, as we dare not avow to him, 

from whom alone we can ex pect Re- 
leif. The more /mpaticnt my long- 

ings are, theleſsin Reaſon ſhould be 
my hopes; for, 4Zatiny 1sno ſuch In- 
dearing quality, as to renderany man 
2 aarling to God. The difcontented 
man, 15 angry with God, for which, 
to be ſure, God 1s angry with him. 
Nothing pleaſes him better, than a 
quiet ſubmiſſion. Fretting never re- 
moved ( but hath always weightned) 
a Burden, nor procured :/ but pre. 
vented many) a Bleſſing. The Fa- 
ther continues to correct the froward 
Child. Submiſſion gains us the thing 
we delire, or what's better for us. 
What weget by diſcontent, we feldom 


enjoy 


—_ £5; 
& * P : _— 6 F . 


— F*=4 
SD L 


-to Contentment. 71 


{i e-joy with Comfort. He will fatishe 


our wills, when we -can {ubmit to 
his: noteaſily deny our fute, when 


* wecan deny our {eives. None ſtay 
4 longer at Heaven's Gate, than be, 
 whowill belerv'd at firſt knock : He 


=: ſpeeds beſt, who delivers in his Petr 


tion, andſtays, until God pleaſe to 
Anſwer. Weoftenihorten our mer- 
cys, by haftning them : He doubles 
them, by delaying ; and rakes us a- 
mends both for our Prayers, and Pa- 
tience, © 
No -Plolicy can provide againſt all 
Events, but that, which adviſes us 
to-forlake the place-where they are, 
and fo carry us'up, out of our ſelves, 
and our own wills, into the will of 
God ; where all 15 a perfect {erenity, 
lyedown in peace and Concord toge- 
ther. . Touch, there is no Enemy, 
nothing is contrary. ,-all things ſerve 


them, and fall out. to them as-they 


would 4. having no .will of their 
own, xeterring all things tothe will 
of God ;| Tothem there, is:n0 death, 
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or ſlavery, but to ſink down thence, 
and be engaged in carnal, uncertain 
Deſigns, and Intereſts, He that ac- 
knowledges God's Providence, Wl- 
dom, and Goodneſs, hath a ſuffici- 
ent Zmulet againſt all Solrocrtnaes 
much more, Repineings. We may. 
well queſtion our own Judgment, 
when we Repine, that our Souls are 
ſecured at the Coſt of our Bodys: 
and that's certainly the worſt, the 
unkindeſt deſign he hath upon us. - 


Our ſtripes are not more ſevere, then \. 
he ſees necefſary , in order to our þ * 


good. So that, not only Relrgion, 
but /elf-/ove teaches it to be our ©. 
Choice, as well as His. He ſees to 
the bottom of us, and thoſe things ©: 
we deſire,what operation they would 


have upon us: whilft we, that mei- 


ther know our ſelves, nor them, 
make but Random-Gueſles,and-worle 
Choices. He's more wile to diſcern, 
and more careful to provide what's 
really good fot us, then we our 


ſelves. He conſiders not, what might 
pleaſe, 


| to Contentment. 73 
e, pleaſe, but, what may 20? hurt usx 
in our /ztereff, more then our /wportu- 
c- ity, whilſt we might periſh by the 
ſ- _ grant of our defires. The expert- 
1- . -ence we have had of his Care and 
', - Providence over us, and the folly of 
y - our own Eletion, may well bring 
, _ _ vs to diſtruſt our ſelves, and relie 
& upon him in all our ſecular aftairs. 
: * Wetruſt thoſe whom we have cauſe 
e _ to think underſtand{ things better 

'- then our ſelves; and- relie upon 
.» (Lawyers and Phyſicians, ec. ) men 
1intheir own Faculty, becauſe we ac- 
, -- countthem more Competent Judgesy 
© and, may wenot much more here ? 
) | 4hall we bepreſcribing to God ? or be 

 diſpleafed, if hisdiſpenſations do not 
exactly anſwer our Fancys? whilſt 
we Impatiently complain: of-: our 
wants, we tacitly , blaſphemouſly, 
Atheiſtically tax God, to want Wil- 
dom, Power, or Goodne(s, where- 
by he ſhould ſupply us. RE 
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Excouranement 9y the Goodneſs of 
0A. 4 


Onſider the Love, Mercy, and 
Goodnels of God. The dr 
vine EuSoziz, the (elf-moving pro- 
penlity and good pleaſure of his will, 
firſt turned the heart of God, and 
combin'd his Attributes into a Fede- 
ral Aﬀociation, to work all one 
way, for the good of Believers. All 
bis Providences ated upon the Stage . 
of the World, are but ſeveral man1i- © 
teſtations of it, indifferent dreſſes and . 
diſguiſes. Inſtruments of Cruelty, 
are not in his Habitation, He ſhaves us : 
with a Razer that is hired | 
(n) Ys 7. (»). And, when he cayfes | 
; grief, hath Compaſſion, | 
The whole Creation is a viſible mo- |. 
nument of his perfe&tions ( Wiſdom, »: 
Power, and Goodneſs) anda fuffi- '; 
| Client 2: 


< 
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cient argument and foundation for 
our reliance upon him ; onr help 7s ir 
the name of the Lord,who made Heaven 
| and Farth (0;. He 1s good 
f . to all, but his —_ 1s is as = 
* more eſpecially extended 
to ſuch as are iz 4 ſtate of miſery , they 
id are proper, and particular Jubjects 
i of his care, and kindneſs, and com- 
0- paſſion; the Fatherleſs, and //Taows, 
Il, ' the Priſoners, the Poor , and the, 
d Stranger, he is the helper of the 
- - Friendleſs (p). So that, | 


e . thatwhichamong men is (?) P/al. 108 = 
ll uſually the chief occaſi- g&,. ,, 

e. ontotakeoff their affeti- & 145. g. 

-- on and kindneſs, 1s a 

d  principleargument, and frequently 


y, made uſeof by good men, to intitle 
s$> us tohis favour; O go not far fron 
da me, for trouble is nigh at hand, and 
s$| theres noneto help me : 1 am in miſe. 

1 ' »y, Ohear me ſpeedily (q). 
i He pitys, where others (7) 7/4 26: 

> deſpiſe: Heisconcern'd, 
'7 wheremcnarecarelefs: He fixes his 
E 2 Eye, 


2 et 
_ SG 4 4 #/ 
p 


> <a 
— <4 


6 _ An Iiffallible Way 


Eye, and opens his Ear, where a 


proud Creature hath neither Eye to 
fee, .nor Ear to hear. The Poor are 


not forgotten by-God's love : He re- 
ſpe&ts the meaneſt Artizan, equally, 
with the greateſt Potentate. He 
 MNights not the helpleſs oppreſſed. 


That which 1s a good Caufe 1a it felf, 


3s always ſo to him, be it whoſe it 


will. Whole Mountains of Gold, 


Hy up in the Ballance in his hand, a- 
-Eainſt a grin of Juſtice. He Judges 


every man'sright, He ſees and pi- 


tys the Aftictions of the miſerable : 


He hears the crys of the Indigent. 


'The ſighs of the Priſoner, in the 


deepeſt Vault, ſounds in his Bowels. 


'He whiſpers comfort to the doleful | 


moans, deſerving commiſeration. O + 
| Lord of Hoſts, bleſſed s 
hi Pal. #4. the man that truſteth in \ 
: Thee (r). | 

What means then theſe ſcruples of 
his kindnels ? thele ſtruglings under 
our Burden? why are we ſo prone 
t0 look upon him with blood-ſhotten 
eyes, 
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eyes, in the ruin of his Creatures? 
as it he were {ome Auſtere Tyranni-- 
cal Being, apter to affright and terri- 
fie, then allure, and attract us; and 
had only Sanguin Laws, writ with 
the blood of his Subjects? Why mult: 
the {mart of. the fleſh, pervert the 
Judgment of our minds? the feel- 
ing of Bodily Evils, deſtroy all ſenſe 
of his unchangeable Goodnels ? what ? 
ſhall we receive good, at the hand of 
Goa, and ſhall we not re- | 
cetveevil? (s) Indeed, we ( ) Fob 2. 


ſhall recaive-evil whether 


we will orno; but, ſhall we not 
(kiſs the hand, and) receive it fo,- 
z,e.1n the ſame manner,. with the 
ſame mindas we receive good ? with 


heart, and hand; chearfully, thank- 


fully, gladly? with much Reve- 
rence, Veneration , and Reſpect to 
God, and his ways of Providence 
towards us? ,This were an abſurd 
thing once to ng; a blind man 
may ſee this, tis ſo plain, a fool may 
underſtand it ; The reaſon lies all in: 

E 3 ſight, 
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fight, that we ſhould zhus recerve F. 
vil, irom the Donor of all 6ur good, 
The leaſt part of which we have not 
elerv d, but much more then all the 
£Zvil we ſuffer, which allo 15but ano- 
ther method of doing us good, And 
welcome him.as well when he comes 
to take, as give : Carve Contentment 
out of every Diſh ſet before us : 
Cheerfully digeſt the hardeſt fare: 
Bleſs God full or faſting, Shall we 
not cat the Cruſt with the Crum ? * 


Laugh we tolick the ſweet, and ſhall 
we tower , , - 

tf God be pleas d to fend a little 
ſhower ? | 


How great a ſhare may all, who. 
are not wanting to themſelves, find 
they have in the mercys of God, that 
conſ(ider the multitude and magm- 
tude of them ? how much are they 
oblig d by them ? how /ztle reaſon 
have they to murmur againſt him? 


howm#«h, tobe thankful for _ 
ug 


_ to Contentment. 79 


due proportion, integrity of parts, 
perfection of icnſes, firength of na- 


- ture, exercilc ot our faculties, Medt- 


ocrity of health, and app*tite, vi- 
gour of dilgeſtion, Mercys in the 
members of our Bodys, inthe facul- 
ties of our Souls, in cur Neighbour- 
hood, Habitations, Families, Friends, 
Relations, Eſtates, Names, an Inie- 
reſt in the Hearts and Prayers of 


God's people, (whaye cs mplex mer- 


cy is that ? ) All our days have been 
attended with a careful Providence ; 
we live upon his bountiful allow- 
ance; which makes this world an ea- 


' fie paſſage to another. The light of 


the Sun, the Influences of Heaven, 
the advantages of the Elements; 
Air to breathin, Earth to tread on, 
Fire to warm us, Water to cool and 
cleanſe us, Cloths to cover us, Food 
to nouriſh us, Sleep to refreſh us, 
Houles to ſhelter us, variety of Crea- 
tures to feed and delight us. How 
many loſe their Lives, to preſerve 
ours? How many Mercys go to the 

E 4 making 


 — <.44/4 I  -- 46 
$4 444.4 


ASD LIL LCD LIL LOO OO IE I —rEoIIIEEEINNY T3) 


CO ISAS SISA IS SS Aw SS SOS SS Con bio oeo Crone eG xc 5 


% An Infallible Way: 


making up ones meals meat ? From 


how many Countrys doth Provi- 
dence ſerve, in the proviſion of our 


Table? what a complex of ſecond 
Cauſes, doth God {ſubordinate for 
the producing the courſeſt peice of 
Bread, which the pooreſt man eats: 
7 will hear ( faith the Lord) the Hea- 
wvens, and they ſball hear the ZFarth, 
and the Earth ſhall hear the Corn, and 


#he Hine, and tht Oy!, and they ſhall 


* hear Fezreel (t). there's 
of 00-00% not a morſe] weeat, but 


1s provided in Heaven , 


before ſet upon our Table. Whocan 
reckon up the Mercys of one Year ? 
of one. Week? ''of one Day ? Good 
meu thankfully obſexve them coming in 
every day by whole loads, Bleſſed be 
the Lord, who daily loadeth us with his 


(v) Pſal, 68, 


I'9. . appear before God, - but 
'. ſee themſelves inmcompaſs'd 
rouna with them; 7 will come into thy 
Houſe in the multitude of 
thy mercy (w), How many. 
Provi- 


(w) Pſal. 5.7, 


- Benefits (v), and, never 


o 


the Night /x). We can- 
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Providences concur in one Nights 
reſt and protection ? we-have a ſtrong- 
er Guard about us, then Solomon's 
Threeſcore valiant men about his 
Bed, of the valiant of 2ſrael, though - 
they all-hold Swords, being expert in 
War; and every man hath his Sword 
upon his Thigh, becaule of fear in_ 
not ſufficiently priſe that gs 4 
ſecret Meycy that lodges 

with us, and gives us Teſt every 


Night. How many Burning Feavers 
doth cool Sleep extinguiſh'? From 
. how many Deaths doth that Brother 
" and Jmage of Death deliver us ? what 


a mercy 1s.it that we are not nightly 
ſcarxd with Dreams, | and terrifi'd 
with Viſions? That Satan's Chair is 
Not let loole upon us ? That we. /feep 
in fafety, and comfortably behold 
the noraing tight; That {uddain Pal. 
fies doth not unlooſe our Nerves, or 
painful Convulſions ſhrink them up. 


; Thatweareable to deſcend our /fares 
' without Horrour and Confuſion , 


E$ that 
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that when we are down, ſome Mef- 
ſenger of Death doth not apale us 


TS, andgiveusa 
bitter Break-faſt. That we have 
[Tearts. and Spirits to call upon the 
God of our Mzrcys 1n our Famultes as 
an Antidote againſt the Evils of the 
ſucceding day. That we 6nd all our 
Houſe-hold in health, and the Ra- 
pines of Night-violence not ſtript us 
naked of all our Goods, When we 
waik abroad, that we ſuck not in 
Contigious Atomes from the Air, 
that the Exſt-wind: doth not Blaſt us. 
Thar (uddain violent Rains 1n hafty 
waiik:ng doth not cool our {weat into 
ſurfeir, or that we hurry not the 
Bl-0d. into. Fermentation, for pew 
and (1rprifing Diſtempers. That the 
Zarth we tread on, ſuddainly opens 
not its mouth, toſwall »w us up, as 
it did thoſe Rebels in Vambers. That 
we wrench not our Ankles or other 
Fonts upon plaia ground : and daſh 
not our foot againſt a poſt or ſtone to 
our great prejudice. That Tiles or 

| Timber 


1th terrible Tidins 


Ps 
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"Timber falling from Houſes , the 


{weeping of Gutters, calual Arrows, 
Bullets, Stones, Fires, rude men, 
Mad, Irrational Creatures doth not 
diſpatch us: An accidental Coach- 


man's Whip,lome great Croud, ſome 


vn2xp:cted diſaſter bring us not 10 
the Evening of our Lives. How 10- 
ſignificant would be our warin-t:, 
d1d not he watch over us? Thar 
Lightning doth not lick up our Spi- 
Tits; or a hot Thunderbo!t rend us 
alunder. That we can repoſe our 
Bodys1n any gratetul poſture.. Thar 
we have a 7 able and: Appetite ,, and 
are not unable to crave a Bleſſang, or 
tO receive it, That we are not by 
Cares and Vexations within, rendred 
ſinappiſh and currith at home and a- 
broad. That every bit doth not 
choak us; and: we are not carryed 
irom our Table-to our Pillow, and 
thence to the Chambers of Dcath: 
That by ſtopping the Channels of 
Nature, we periſh not, - That by let- 
ting Blood: we loſe not an Artery ; 

or 


—_— 
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or the cutting a Corn doth not Ran- 
cle to Death. Thar paſſion or haſti- 
neſs doth not intangle us; and our 
words are not wreſted to the lofing 
a:Friend, or railing an Enemy. That 


our: Houſes do not Intomb us in 


ther own Rubbiſh, the Fire doth not 
burn-us to aſhes; Armys of Rats or 


Mice. do not devour us.. Yea, did- 


we ſee the admirable frame of this 


craſie Tenement of our Soul, and up- 


on what ſlender golden wiers, and 
nice labyrinths in thoſe wonderful 
paſſages in the Clock-work of our 


Bodys, the continuance of our Lives. 


depends, we ſhould be aſtoniſh'd at 


the Divine Goodneſs ; and inſtead of 


wondring whenany are taken away, 


' - »wb 
% L et od” + 
© ca MM 
nd \ 


young yp 


ſtand amazed at our continuance-one |! .. 


moment : for, if either the Veſſels, 


or Liquors in them, be diſturbed, we 


ſoon paſs away , and-are no more. 
Yea, if the inward. Craſis of: the 
Brain be touched, men of the-grand- 
eſt parts ( were it not for the con- 


Rant influx of Divine Merey ) would: 


ſooq. 
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| ſoon ſhrink into Zdeors, and prove 

- miſerable Objects of ſcorn and pity. 

Ir *' We ſhould reckon our Mercys, not - 

g _byMiles, or Howers, but ſteps and +. 
it Minutes. The very Health, Eaſe,  * 
n. Peace, and Safety of one Day, of 

't one Night, of one Hower, Celerves - 

r the Thankfulneſs of many. How 

d: many Mercys in one meal, or meet-: 

s. ing?- If the Zvils we ſuffer, call 
] 
| 
; 


for our Prayers ,. thoſe we are free - 
from, call for our 7 hankfulneſs. Tis 
as great a mercy, to be kept from m- 
ſerzes, as to be delivered out of them. 
One relating his great danger by a 
fall of his Horſe, ſaying, He never 
received ſuch a deliverance : Yes, 
( anſwer d his friend ) ' a hundred 
'. times, ſo'dften as you have rid and 
not fallen... Toenjoy Health, is to 
be recovered from ficknels.'. God's 
privative Mercys - ſeem to contend 
with his poſitive, ' We owe-no leſs} _. 
; forwhat we arenot, then for 'what 
| weare : Not Damb, not Lame, not 
* Blind, not Deaf, not Decrepit, - not 
Tr — Diltracted; 


4 
[4 


>. 
24 


26 Att Jnfallible (Qap 


Diſtracted , not Tormented with 
Gout, Stone, Strangury, Ulcers; 
not {i!l'd with Botches, Boyls, noy- 
ſome Diſtempers, not ſcraping our 
ſelves with a Potſherd upon the 
Dunghil ; not harbourleſs, friend- 
lets, helpleſs, eafeleſs; nor begging 
our Bread from door to door , not 1n 
Priſon, not Baniſhed, not in the hands 
of Cruel Tyrants. and Oppreſlors ; 


and yet, even.in ſuch a condition the 


Church in Captivity finds out a [20:7] 
that exceedingly aft:&ed her, and 
makes her bear all with patience ; /r 
# of the Lords Mercy that we are not 
Conſumed, becauſe his Com: 

( { 2x96 3 paſſions fail nt (y )[ Mer- 
2 e695) for the number, in- 
tim-ting a multitude of *favours in 
this oe et of his forbearance | Com- 
paſſions] tor the nature of them, which 
fignifies, tender, affetionate Mercy, 


Our Mercys are more, - and greater | 


then our Aflitions; our ſufferings | 


may be told, bat our M:reys are 1n- 


numerable; We have more lefr, then 


WC 
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we have loſt. However zt s now, It 
hath been better with us*% and 
Oy- why ſhould to days (icknels, makeus 
ur forget yeſterdays Health ; This days 
he - Hunger, unthankiul for our former 
Id- meals ; our preſent ſcarcity and pe- 
ng anury, render inſignificant, bury all 
in our formereaſeand plenty? wecom- 
ds mitnew fins, while weare unthank- 
ful, either for enjoying his former 
1e * benefits, or eſcaping the puniſhment 
ft] - of our former fins; or, are negli- 
id gent of our obedienceto thoſe pre- 
/t cepts which require us to preſerve an 


J; equality of Temper in all the chan- 
>  ges of our Life, left by Repining 
"a when we are deprived of ſome bene- 
- fits which we formerly enjoy'd, we 
1 take an unjuſt occaſion to negle@ our 
: gratitude for having been happy ſo 
long. Nor 1s it ſo bad with us,as with 


, © Others; How many better then we, .. 

 |- would think themſelves fize in our 

| Caſt Garments? feaſted, in the Re: 

verfiops of our Tables ? at eaſe tinder 
our 


Tommy.” 
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our ſickneſles, pains, and diſeaſes? 


even in'Heaven,; if they had but the 
leaſt-part-of the Remaants of our 
Fortunes, But, as to Spirituals, the 


worſt day in our week. 1s better then . 


the Sabboths of many of the Church- 
es of Chriſt: The gleanings of £- 
phraim, better then the Vintage of 
Abiezer: Which ſhould make ug 0- 
verlook all Temporal ſufferings, with 
a holy Chearfulneſs and Triumph, 
for the people ſhall dwell in Zion. at Te- 
ruſalem : thou ſhalt weep no more : he 
will be very grations unto thee, at the 
voice of thy Cry ; when he ſhall hear it, 


he wil anſwer thee. And though the 
Lord give you the Bread of Adverſity, . 


ani the Water of: Aflittion, yet- ſhall 
not thy Teachers be removed into 4 


Corner avy more, but thine Eyes ſhall 
fee thy Teachers, And thine Ears ſhall 


hear 4 voice behind theeſaying,T| his is the 


(34 I/4, 3&e 
She. OO ROD 
2 #5, and'of the Lord, hav- 


ing 


AY 
"2 


# 
2 


Wo 


pr4 + oh. 


INF" 


v1! way, walk ye inut, &c. (2) © 
' And .ye\'became followers of - 


8 
$ 
Z 
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' tng recerved the word in much Aſſlifti- 


on with Foy in the Holy | 
Ghoſt (a). Who can com- (4) I Theſe 1: 
plain of Z7emporal 7 ro#- 


- bles, who conſiders, how he is ob- 


liged by Spiritual Mercys? our £- 
Jeftion before the World, Redemption: 
fromthe World, Preſervation in the 
World, + Preparation for a better 
World. Making ſate to us, that we 


- would love him: Commanding us, 


todo good to our ſelves: Zztreating 
that duty from us, that he might 
Compel: Taking it kindly, that we 


give him of his own: Rewarding 


us for that, which by his grace only, 
we can perform : Pardoning us, 
when we fall ſhort. 1n our duty : Giv- 
ing us Repentance, that he may for- 
give us; and grace, that he may re- 
celve us-into favour. The liberty, 
ability , and acceptance of our 


-Prayers : the aſſiſtance of: his Spirit : 
Miniſtry of his Angels ; pledÞes 0 

: his endleſs love: reftraining us from 
; fin, His forbearance in the days of 


OUT. 
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our Ignorance ; unwearied patience, - 
notwithſtanding our continued Re. | 


belli>ns : Earneſt Intreaties of us. 


when paſſionatly bent upon our own 


Deftruction, Wholſom Counſels, 
publick, and private Admonitions, 


the reſtraints of fear and love. Con: © 
tinuing ſo many undeſerved Bencfits; 


purſuing us with his merciful kind. 
neſs, notwithſtanding our provoca- 
tions. For thoſe infinite favours, 


whereby, he hath ſupported our 
ſtate, inriched our Spirits, comfort.  * 


ed us in our ſorrows, relieved our 
neceflities, bleſſed us in our places, 
' defended ourperſi ns, &c. For what 
he hath /aid up for us in Heaven ; the 
very forethoughts of which, is ſuffi. 
cient to ſupport us under all the haxd. 
ſhips we cah meet with, 1n our pal- 
ſage to it. How many Millions of 


Mereys meet together, to make up 


the Apoſtles one Total ſum ? Aecord- 


ing his Divine power, hath given w 


all thing, pertaining to Life 
(b) 2 Pet,1-3- and Godlineſs (b). Who 
can 


ea) 
_— Fu» Ca be" = 
OE AE ANC» ol Ho 9 2 ei 


\ 


"and thy Truth unto the 


as Heaven it lelf, 
tic fail'd him, he was forced to 
' Heave off numbering wv hen he at- 
*tempted it, aniiſay, Many O Zord 
"my God, are thy wonderful works which 
\thou haſt done, axd thy thoughts which 
are to us-ward ; they cannot be reckowed 


*u#p in order unto Thee: If 1 ſhould de= 
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- can nd out, not only the number of 
particular Mercys, but, tbe ſeveral 


. Kinds, and ſpecies, the various heads, 


the general forts of thoſe Mercys, 
that contain multitudes nnder them? 
hy Mercy u, great unto the Heavens, 


\Clouds (c), 1. e. as 1Mm- 
menle, and unmeaſurable . 
Davids Aryame- 


clare aud ſpeak of them, they 


are more then can be num- f a) Pſal, 46. 


bred (4d). 


And now, thall we not chearfully 
receive an 1maginary evil, from 


| whom we receive ſomuch real good ? 
| ſhall we grumble, it he gratifie not 
-* a particular appetite, who loads us 

with his Bznefits > Childiſhly rhrow 


down. 
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down all, 1f he gives us not that - ,.: 

peice we would have ? murmur un- 

der one Afﬀiction, and overlook a 

Thouſand Mercys, who have for- + 

teited our right to all, and are yet - ,;, 

kept in the poſſeſſion of ſo many? for- | 

ſake the enjoyment of ſo many Bleſ- 

ſings, to pine away in the company gn 

of our wants? neither look forward,  ;F' 

to his furure, nor backward, to his | ,, 

paſt Benefits? That manspiety was <+h 

ingenious, who, having oze of his 1; 
£yes pur out, by falling upon his  «»; 
-Siaff, gave God thanks that his Staff | þ, 
. was not forked, for ſohe might by | þ 
that tall, loſt rhem both. Set weour | 
preſent Sickne(s.and Sorrows, againſt | 
our former 'Health.and Comforts; ! þ 
and impartully compare, the Mer- | > 
\ 

c 

| 


mnt: 
CN Os 9 


al, cys we enjoy, with the miſeries we 
| undergo; and our Conlolations will : 
be found much more to abound then. : 

our ſufferings. 8 q 
Let us therefore be more careful to 
keep a reckoning of the goods we en- 
Joy, then we have loſt ; and enter- 
tail 
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tain more joy we had them lo long ; 
then ſadneis, we loſt them ſo ſoon : 


| ſo (hall we make preſent i]! days good, 
' by a thankivi remembrance of goud 


days paſt, and obrain of him new 


- matter of rhagks. Uſing the World 


as a Feaſt, toberly, cheertully feeding 
on the Fare {et before us; and when 


it's taken away, Tiie and give thanks; 


and no: be ſuch ungrateful Guelits to 


the Maſter of the Seaſt, that hath ſo 


liberally treated us, as to reckon all 


| paſt, fornothing, . but grudg when 


he takes away, in ſtead of-thanking 


| him for his good Cheer. Shall we 


IIB 00 5 2 nn 
A ene eg. 


make earneſt ſute to him. when we 
would borrow, and be offendedwith 
him when we arecall dio pay? He's 
an ill, ungrateful Debtor, from 
whom the Lender cannor ask his 
own. but ſhall be like thereby to loſe 
a Fiiend, Ler's caſt our Eye upon 
what we have, and covld not well 
be without, as well as upon what we 
fain would have, but may want: and 
onſider, how uſeful the things weal- 
ready 


CS ld in nnd SOA ee SIS Stn nn An 2 IS 


- —_ + =& — 
Pa = — 
- _ 
i 2 _ 
——— apt Aw og _ < _ —_ 
_—  — ————C— ne - - 
gy. ns ox gre —_ _ 


CR 
Foes _—_ þ. 
———_— 2 - _ 
a -— OC 
on e__—Q—__—y "I 


— - = _ 


rg . 


<a 


VR”. rao TY » _—_ wo 
M_—_——_—_————— Fn + 4 he ——— 
& > 44 4 ER > _—— 4x _ » » 
eh - h—_—_ __ _ _ SY 
m_—_— » ITE Dato gt ron nthnn— wenn 
_ % _ - a —_— WF ob. - _ 
4 _ ws mm —Þ —_——_— 
- — — p—_ . ' —v—_—_—_—— _ "So: Sn: = 
w— a — — _ iS: = ——— - 
iv" a. CER CANRTRI_ZL— — - — <p "Mrs. = oN 
” 


- > 0 I OI + 
: 


o4 An Jnfallible TUay 


ready have, are, how ill we could he 


{pare them; how much worſe w: 
ſh uld be, thea now we are, with. 
out them: how many want them, 
how thankful they would be tor 
them ; no room then will be tound 
for murmuring. Z7hankfulneſs wil 
infenſibly undermine our /wpattence, 
it being impoflible to be at once, 


thankful, and murmuring. Every. 


continuance of his Mercys, 1s a men 


Dozatioz : and, ſhall we take no no. * 


tice ot them, becauſe they are com: 
mon ? Shall his Bl:fſling grow inviſl. 
ble, by their being always before us! 
Shall he loſe his Thanks, by multi 
plying his Favours? whatſoever we 
Tecelve, 1s ſtill upon :ccount of new 


Bounty , an Alms, not a Tribute or. 


7 


Reward from him, trom whom we. 


receive our Being, to whom we owe 


our ſelves, but can claim nothing. 


from him. Woe make ſome formal 


cal 


acknowledgments ; we cuſtamarily :. 


give 7 banks at our Meals that were- 


ceiye all from him: yer, certainiy 


he ' 


i 
& f , 09>, 
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)uld he cannot be thought to do that in 
we earneſt; that hath all the time of his 
ith. eating been grumbling, that his Ta- 
m, ble abounds not with {uch delicacies 
for gs his Neighbours. God loves a 
ind cheerful Receiver, as wellas a cheer- 
vill Ful Giver. He thar hath leaſt, hath 
ce, enough to oblige, not only acquzeſ- 
'c, cence, but thankfulneſs. Though he 
ry hath not all he withes , yet he hath 
en that which is more valuable, then 
0- | that he complains to want,enough to 
n- fatisfie an humble modeſt mind : and 
ſi. which he himſelf could leſs ſpare, 
5! were heput to his choice. Let him 
j. but conſider how many undeſerved 
'£ _ Blefſings hedaily enjoys, &, whether 
y thoſe he {o impatiently Raves after, 
r. be not much interiour to them : whe: 
e therhe would quit all thoſe he hath, 
e forthemhe wants: and if he would 
7 _ Not; thenwblet himjudg, how un- 
|  Teaionable his Repinings are, 'when 
;  hamſelf confeſſes he hath the better 
. |; Partof worldly Happineſs, and ne- 
 ,.- verany manhving, had all. The ve- 
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ry conſideration of the undelervet te 


Mercys we have enjoy'd, ſhould al. 


leviate all our prelent ſufferings. | th 


have made an ill uſe of thy Mercys 


1f I have not learn'd to be conten; F 
with thy Corred&tions : and be not { cr 
Thankful tor paſt favours, that the : 


memory of them be able to put away 
the ſenſe of preſent miſeries. Con- 


ſidering the good I undeſervedly en- 
. Joy, and the evil Iſuffer not, but de. 
ſerve, and others groan under; 1 f 


will reckon every evil Iam free from, 
{o many new favours, eaſie Correfti. 


ons, among my Bleſſings, and any. 


Bleſſing infinitely obliging : And 
truſt God in all Conditions , and 
rejoicein that Truſt, and hope even 
againft hope ; and be Coptext in the 
greateſt ſtrejghts, when there's no- 
thing viſible that ſhould give Cox- 
Zexutment, Content, tFtowell, and 
ſuffer ill : To be neglected and dil- 
Piſed, where we deſerve Honour and 


of 


th 
V1 
| of 
Cr 
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Advancement: To be poor, without 
Advantages of growing rich ; To | 
| be} 
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Vet tbe Sick and Aflicted, without hopes 
al -of recovering Health and Fehcity 1q 
+ | this world ; To ſee our Friends 


Cys, 
CEnt 
It { 
the 


Vaj 


= 1 Y 
\ 


By 
: 
] 


| U Lord, that thy Tudgments.are right, 


wronged ; our Enemies proſper.; our 
Eſtate decay ; and our Charges in- 
creaſe. 411 things are permitted, aCt- 
ed, or diſpoſed by him, who ts wit- 
dom and goodnels it ſelf, and fo, are 


- thereſult of the moſt perfe& wiidom 
- and goodnefs-; though ſhort-fight- 


ed Creatures «cannot ſec it ; and 


ſhall work together for our good, 


(lo long as we keep cloſe to our So- 
veraign good) to heal, or quicken; 


_ try, ordiſcover ; ſan@ifie, or -pre- 


pare ; the fruit of infinite love, and 
tryal of ours. Wetſhould lay up in 


'the Ark of our Memories, not only 


the Pot of Mannah, the Bread of 
Life « but, even farons Kod, the 
{courges of Correction , which ſhould 
beſo far 'from abating , that they 


- ſhonld quicken and heighten - rhe 
- Sons of Mercy, and make us look up- 
; onthem as additional Mercys, 7 kzor, 


ank 
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aud that theu in faithfulneſs haſt af- 

flited me (ec). The Lord 
(e) Tat 119+ forgive (faith a Martyr ) 
77) 7x, My unthankfulneſs for 
21 perſecution. Fob (f) bleſ. 

ſes God not only «f, but 
after meat, for all was taken away. 
And 7hus ſaith the Lord, ſo will 7 ac- 
knowledg them that are carried away Cap. 
tive of Judah, whom 7 have ſent out 
of this place, into the Zgnd of the Cal- 

deans( for their good) /e), 
II fi. 24+ Toſeph's teet were hurt in 

Irons, to fit him to tread 
more delicately in theKing's Palace at 
Zoan. And when the Lord's time was 
comez by the ſameStairs which wind- | 
<d him into the D«xgeon, he climbs 
up into the next Chariot to Pharoah's, 
The print of the Babylonian /ron, fit- 
ted the Neck of /araſſeh to wear a 
Chain of Gold, and the weight of. 
His Fetters preſt down his Knees to 
Prayer. God {omtimes ſets our Cors- . 
feld on Fire, to enlighten our Paths 


to himſelf, Storms in the Voyage to 
7 arſbiſh, 
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af- : RN 
ord ZTarfhiſh, drive Fonah quite back to 
r ) ANineveh. Heſhuts our Shops, that ... 


for we may.open our Hearts to him. Ma- 
leſ- ny break, and. are undone here, that 
ut they ray be made for ever. Acrack'd 
ay. Credit, may heal a ſhip-wreck'd 
ac- Conſcience. He melts our Coin by a 
ap- YonaonFire, that we may not truſt in 
% wncertain Riches : and ſuch a Heart is 
al- more worth, then a Kingdom of 2Bu/- 
2), 4ton. He ſinks our Ships, that we 
in may learnin our 01d age, to ſwim to 
ad the Rock of fees. When Eftates flow 
at into ourChelits, and our Aﬀections 
as ebb from God, no wonder if ſhortly 
d- ' amothof Envy eat out our Credit, | 
ds anda Worm be ſent to knaw at the 44 
S, root .of our Subſtance, The paths © 
t- of Mercy are often {ntricate,. God | 
a led his people by the 7ighr, ( or 4 
f. fraight) way, faith the Plalmiſt |; 
oO but very crookedand winding, accord- 
- ing to the ſtations ſet down by c- 
s fes. The Clowdy Pillar gives them 
oO manya weary turn, to chaſtiſe their 
» | Cropked Hearts. Their Journey takes 
; them up Forty Years, which might 

2 have 
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have been diſpatched -in fewer days. 
Were the World fo - good- as its 
Admirers eſteem, St. Peter ſhould 
not have have been in ſuch want of 
It, as to lay, Swver and Gold have 1 

zone (h). Nor would the 


(h) 4s 2. 5; 
(5) Mat. Devil ever made that of: * 


(kh ) Pſal, 89. fer,” all theſe things will / | 


' ny give thee (1), Affiictions are 


(1) Pſal. 04 lo much cthreats'd, as ; pro- 


A 1s dto Chriſt's ſeed Ck), 
CES Yo I5, 7-4 "EE 435 
16. reckon d a ſpecial privs- 


Phil. 1.29, lege (), and ſanitifid. 
better then - removed, 
There's nothing ſo beneficial as AfMfi- 
&1on, it we do not fruſtrate their Ef- 
ticacy, by the irregular managery ot 
our lelves under them. There's nor 
a trouble we meet with, we can be 
without, but hath its place and work 
in that frame and deſign God hath or- 
dained, to bring us to Glory. It had 
beenfar worſe with us, if they had 
not befallen us: ſome poſitive ſad- 


der Grict hath ſeized on us; or, we . 
ſhould not been able of enjoying fo | 
| much | 


k 
( 
1 
\ 
4 
7 
i 
[ 
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to Contentmeiit. 1O1 
much happineſs, 1n this, 


days. gr thenext World. The () iſz.10.25 
S 1t5 ſifferings of God's Ser- (#7) #2219 


(0) Hoſ. 6.2: 


0Uld yants, are, but fora very (9) 2. 3. 5. 
nt of fel: nhile(m) ; imited,to (4) Pat. 30 


] the 
Fol 
111 
are 


ve 1 tea aays (2), to three days | 2 : REV. Jo 
10 


(0), to one day (p), to 4 10 
wight (q), to an hour (7), GE S EO 
to a momeut (5), tO 4 | ſanall («) Iſc 54+ 7+ 
20ment (t). 

Had I been R/ch,L mighthave been 


*Covetous, Prodigal, Luxurious: If 


Honourable, Proud, Tyrannical, Am- 
bitious : If in Health, Soft, Effemi- 
Nate, Dainty, Senſual. Had he not 
by ſome Affliction prevented me, . or- 
cauſed me. to retreat, Ihadrun too - 
farin the proſecution of ſecular plea- 
ſures or profits; or, he lays it on 
me, to try the ſtrength and vigour of 
my mind : to call forth, and exerciſe 
Patience,. Fortitude., Truſt, and 
Confidence in him ;-- my Fidelity and 
Loyalty to him. To make me more 
circumſpect, not only free from no+ 
torious faults, but more perfectly 
E 3; virtuous 
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virtuous and good : To commend 
ſet off, and ſweeten my future goa 
things, to make the reliſhof then 


202 


more {weet and pleaſant. Its no 
fit, not ſafe for Comforts, to go with 
out their Page, Affliction. 


I will henceforth ſet no other price + 


on things, then as they relate to mj 
true Endand Zatereſd, Let mebe al: 
ways under the care and skill ; the 
wholſom diſcipline of ſuch a 7 #tor 
and Fhyſician, = mind ſhall keep e- 
ven pace with thee : Nor ſhall zhy 
il], be ever different from »y free 
choice. Anſwer the neceſſity of my 
Health, not the Importunity of my 
Lppetite. 
gainſt my Znemies, not theirs,againſi 
my Soul, Give me Poverty and 
Sickneſs, rather, then not Grace to 
uſe Riches and Health : If I want 
them, thou requireſt not, what thou 
glvelt not ; if Thave them, and want 
the uſe, the Mercy proves my Judg- 
ment, Let AMiction be my Portt- 


on : ſo Contentment, Love to thee, 
Acquieſl- 


Take my Sou!'s part, a- 


neng 


go 


to Contentment, 103 
ſeence in thy will, fortitude of mind, 


and univerſal amendment be the u'e 


then {and intereſt, Eternal Felicity will 
3 nc; +then be che INue, Event, and Pur- 


with 


Ice 


e ab. 
the 


og 


. Wildom, Power, 


; chale. 


K——— 


Encouragement from the Providence 
of God. 


! Onſider the Providence of God 


the continual exerciſe of his 
and Goodneſs , 
w hereby he obſerves, ſupports, and 
governs all Creatures, Actions, and 


- Events, with their particular Cir- 


cumſtances, inſuch a way as is moſt 
ſuitable to their Natures; Zmmedi- 
ately, to their proper Ends , Remote> 
ly, to the Order and Ornament of 
the Univerſe ; Z/pecially, to the 
good of his Ele& , Ultimately, to his 
own Glory. He makes not the 


World by his Power, and then cares 
not, whether it ſtand or fall, Heim- 


F 4 


ploy d 


| 


704 
ploy 'd not infinite wiſdom to buiit 
an Houſe, and then ſent Chance and 
Folly to dwell init: He that made 
it, inhabits-and governs. 1t.: Is as 
much-concern'd to conſerve, as cre- 
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ate. That which was worthy make: 
ing, is worthy preſerving. He would 
not imploy iofinit wiidom and pow- 
er to create that, which he would 
afterwards diſregard, He cannot but 
ſee every thing, being every where 
preſent, at hand. Tis no diverſion, 
n9 trouble to him, togovern and 
rulc all he ſees, Therets need of him 
inal: places, and over all things. He 
is no where without an Intereft, or 
without Buſineſs. He 1s Owner eve- 
ry where, in the Poſſeſſian of what 
he hath made, and ingages himſelf 
ja his own Poſſeſſion: He cannot de- 
ſert his own handy-work. The com- 
mon Father of all the World, muft 
then b2 concern'd 1n the Lives, Acti- 
ons and Affairs of his Children. As 


God huth given good men power to 
do Miracles, to fave the World ; 6 | 
Ce 


them. 


' and others. 


to Contentinent. 105. 
he hath done Miracles himſelf, to ſave) 
In Divine, and Humane Re- 

cords, are Inſtances nota tew, how 

his Providence hath regarded them, 
interpoſed for them,-- marked them ' 
for ſatety (v) Made adit- | 
ference berween _them (2) F#: 127» 

God had lo ”= wa 


Rey, T* Zo | 
} 


great a regard for a good-: 
man in an evil World, 2 2, - * 
that he took: him -from vhem,, unto| 


” oo 


"himſelf, by a rare and ———— 


Tranſlation (#). The 
windows of Heaven could 
not drown the World ; 
though very wicked, betore /Voah * 
had made an Ark, though that was 
a Hundred and Twenty Years 1n - 
making (x). Nor the £2- 
Ed deſtroy Sodom,” until 
Lot was ſet out of the 
Skirts of that DeſtruQinon 
(y). Hence the 4p9/le 
obſerves. 7 he: Lord knows 
how to azliver the godly ont 
of 7 erzptation(z).They are 
£4 


(w) Gin. 5» 
24, 


(x) G#tt. ©, - 
8, KC, 


( y) Gen. 19. 


20s 


(7) 2 Pe. 2.- 
9, 


his: - 
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' his peculiar people ; his particular 
charge. He makes more account of 
them, then of all the world. He 
keeps them above all , nay, he keeps 
all for their fake: He preterv d the 
Ark, for Noah's ſake ;, Goſhen, for 
{ſrael's ſake; all that were in the 
Ship, for St. Paul's ſake, He ſupports 
all Kingdoms and States, yea, Hea- 
ven and Earth for the Church's lake. 
For,” Ke keeps the Heavens, for the 
Earth ; the Earth, for living Crea- 
tures, living Creatures, for man 
Man. tor 1ſrael; Zſrael for the &- 
eff ſake. And, as ſoon as Grace hath 
finiſhed her work , and the whole 
number of the Ele& 15accomplyh'd , 
Nature (hall utterly ceaſe, and this 
World give place to a better. Ac» 
cording to the ſingular degrees of 
Love ; are his peculiar intentions of 
care and fore-caſt, help, and afſi- 
ſtance. Providence 18 ſpecial, where 
Love 15 ſingular, He holds ſuch a 
watchful eye of Providence over e- 
very one of his people, as if he _ 

| C 
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edhimonly, yet takes ſuch a ſpecial 
\ care of all in general, as of every 
- one in particular. Waith a particular 
Providence he watches, not only over 
* every particalar Perſcn, butovereve 


ry [eversl Concern of That Perſon. 
Their wonderful ſatety, their great 
Enemy owns, He acknowledges a 
three-fold fence about them, that. hin- 
ders him, and all evil from reaching 
them, or theirs ; Haſt not thou ſet an 
Headg about him, and about his Houſe, 
aud about all that he hath, on 


every fide (a) ?. doſt thou (8/ Foo 1+ 


not protect him, his Fami- 

ly, and all that is ns, from all manner 
of Evil, by thy every-where pre- 
ſent Providence, and Almighty Pow<- 
er ? not leaving. the leſt gap or 
breach for any Annoyance to come in 
unto him ? In. all the Motions and 
Commotions of: the World, he for- 
getsnot them; ſtill, it ſhall be well 
with them : No evil ſhall come nigh 
them : nothing ſhall hurt'them : all 


things ſhall work good unto them : 


all 


EEO ITE 
Ss 666 66 &b S 


— = 

rn ON 

Cn ooh out ooo 
ow We es, 


On ae EPne ca 


w PR I——_ 
2 « — _ - 


k 
i | 
LIN 

Wi 

l 
k 
| 
| 

i A 
SE 

, | | ; 


ey _ 


w —_ —_— —4 _ ww 


non Ow 
A 


—— as ”—-—_ 
— —_ 6A ___— 
we'® v & 
- R_—_ 
"OS == 
__ gow 


103 


forit. 


(9) As 17. 
26, 


(c) Pjal, 37. 
17, 23s 
36, 


(e) Pſal. 121. 
3, KCC. 

& 125. 2, 
(f) Ia. 431. 
(2) Pſa. 46.1. 


(hb) Pſal. 23.4. 


(3) Pſal.'91.4. 
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all is for zheir good, and hethinks 
noting #90 good for them, Nothing 
{hall befal them wirhout his know- 
ledg of ir, and his being concerned 


He determin's the bounds of - 


their Habitations (6), up- 
holds him, . ordereth his 
ſteps, delighteth-in his 
way (c), {utfterech not his 
Soul to famiſh (4), pre- 
ſerves his going out, and 
coming 1n-; watches over 
him; ſets a- watch over 
him, is on his right hand, 
and round about him (e). 
He 15 with him in the 
Fire, in the Water /f), In 
Trouble (#), In the Val- 
ley of ' the ſhadow of 
Death (4), covers them 
with his Feathers, and 
under his Wings (z), 
careth' for them ; i5mind- 


ful, tender, careful of them; affec-- 
ttonate towards them , provides for 
them, defends them, values them | 


as. 
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hink as his portion, the lot of his Inheri- 
thing tance, his Treaſure, his Jewels, his 
now. 'Flock, his Servants, his Friends, his 
rned (Children, his Spouſe,., his Beloved, 


ds of © the Appleof his Eye. He is not a-: 


> Up- ſhamed to be call'd their God, and 
| his Chriſt is not aſham'd to call themBre- 


his thren. Here they are all Kings in diſ- 


bis guiſe, and never without their Zzfe- 
pre- guard attending - them where ever 


and they go. He gives 'y Angels charge 
e 


ver _ over them, tokeep they in 


ver all their ways (k), until (4) Pſal. 91. . 


id, they have finiſhd their 


e), courſeof Service and Suffzring: and. 


he then to bring them to himſelf, to 


In their Crowns, and to fer them upon 
]- - their Thrones. We find 

of (I) many Angels at this (/) LA mm 
1 Imployment, carrying 


d happy ( ſeemingly forlorn ) Zazarm, 


) , into Abrahams Bojom:;; 2s if they 
- had been Ambitious to bear him, e- 
very one ſtriving which ſhould carry 

a Limb. 
T ake therefore no thought for your 
faves 


nad Nu Gn Su a SAS SS 4.444 


IIO An Jnfallible ay 


Zives (m). Ule all lawful 
"ng _ 5 endeavours after > Þru- 

dently manage preſent 
enjoyments, and leave the reſt to 
him. Undertake all with a quiet 
mind ; relignto his diſpoſal, without 
doubtful, tearful, anxious thoughts 
about future things, Saying, mwhar 
ſhall we eat? or, what ſhall we drink ? 
or, wherewithal ſhall we be clothed? 
which way ſhall I ſupport my Fami- 
ly ? how ſhall*T 61 rheſe empty Bel- 
lies ? how ſhall I cover ſo many naked 
Backs? will the finger of Provi- 
dence toil or ſpin for me? ſhall I be 
fed with a Raven's-bill ? will the 


Clouds drop down Mannah unto me ? 


Alas, I find my Charges increale, 
and my Eſtate diminiſh : Large pay- 
ments, and ſlender incomes: ; lefs 
then a Mzracle cannot retrive me ;. 
and the time of AZiracles is now paſt : 
[, or mine, muſt periſh through con- 


temned Poverty. Why, be not want- 


ing in thy duty, and he will not be 
wanting 
® 


| 
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wanting in his Providexce, Do not 
forſeit his Goodneſs, Bounty, and 
Protection ; and he will not fail ex- 
erciſing them towards thee. Expect 
all your ſupplies from him : Who 
cloths the Lillies of the Feild ? who 
imps the Sparrows wings ? who 
feeds the young Ravens? who pre- 
ſerveth-man, and Beaſt? whole ten- 
der Mercies are over all his works? 
Is not the Jife more excellent 
more valuable then meat? and the 
Boay then Ratment? Will he, that 
granted us a Being, deny the preſer- 
vation of it, ſolongas he hath ap- 
pointed it ? ſuffer ſucha ſtately ſtruc- 
ture to fall to decay, for want of re- 
pair, and {upport ? loſe that, which 
isof ſo great value, for want of food 
and raiment, fo little in cympariſun 
of Life ? Tis a greater thing to make, 
then maintain us: to bring us out of 
nothing, then to ſupply us, when 
we have nothing : to cloth us with 
Fleſh and Skin, then with a Gar- 
meat; To make a Mouth, _ < 
n 
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find meat for it. 
ealie to give Food, .then. Life; and 
Raiment, then the Body ; that he, 
who was lo kind, fo able todo the 
one, isnot unable, will not be back« 


"+: 


ward, cannot be {ocruel, but to do 


the other. He made nothing caſual, 
or to forſake it, His being a Crea- 
tor obligcs -him to be careful: of, 
to previde for his Creatures.. They 
are all his Penſioners, have their 
mzar at his great Orainiry. If he 
kept it not open, the. whole World 
would inſtantly teel an-un:verſal Fa- 


mine. He 1s no needy Hou'e-holder, 


nor takes more into his Fumily, then 


he hath Means to maintain «- - none in. 


It are neglected by bim ; The little 
Anr, the creeping Worm, receive 
their Alms at his hand.He never gave 
Life,bur allowed conveniencies for ir. 


He that gives Mouths , will give - 


meat. He had never made us un- 
derſtzxnd the way of Living, but that 
he 1atended to blels, and ſucceed our 
endeavours, His firſt Care in Form- 


: ng 


"Tis ſo much more. 
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; ing us, i5an Argument of his future- 


Providence over us. 
Behold the Fowls of the Air) Con- 


ſider ſeriouſly how they are ted ;. of 


all Creatures, they ſeem to take leaft 
care for their food. Many of them 
ſpend their whole Lives, as.1t were, 
10 ſinging, without thought where to 
get their next meal : You might be 
as cheartul; and be fed. Were it 
not better to be without Reaſon, then 


to make ule of it, only for our vex- 


ation? To be incapable of thinking 
of God, as Beaſts and Fowls are, 
then to think on him only to diſtruſt 
him, and murmur againſt'him? we 
feed Domeſtic Fowls about the Houſe, 
but who feeds thoſe that fly in the 
Firmament ? That, making no pra- 
viſion in Summer, ſhould -1n all-like- 
ly-hood ſtarve in the Winter: yet 
are then fatteſt, and thrive more 


' then thoſe nurſt by mans care. They 
have no Repoſitortes, yet never wants. 


nor Grazaries, yet have ſtore, They 
neither Sow, nor Reap, yeteat, and 
| drink, 
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drink , and ſleep quietly at Night; * 
know not where to feed next, yet 


g0 out, and find a Table furniſhd tor 


them by their Creator, and your. 


Heavenly Father. Wull he that hath 
made ſuch {3 vomong proviſion for the 
neceſſary. \uſtenance, conveyyence, 


and defence, relief, delight, and fa- | 
tisfa&tion of all Creatures, neglect 


his Ottspring ? ſhall he ſatisfie every 


living Thing, and not his own Chil- | 
dren, who-may look upon all Crea- 
tures, as the goods of their Father's : : 


Houſe, feeding, and providing for 
them? re not ye better ? much bet- 
ter /henthey? Every one of you, then 


all thzy ? one Heir, then all other at- | 


tendance? one Jewel, then all the 
common Veſlels of the Houſe ? If he 
eye, and regard every Sparrow ; 
Birds of (o little account, that one 
cannot be valued ; there's no money 
ſoſmall, but is a price too great for 
it, are n0t five of them ſold for two 
s farthings (n)? Be confi- 
* dent, he hath a ſingular 
Care, 


(»)Luke 12, 


— 
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Care, a far more intimate Aﬀection 
for you, who coſt him ſo Cear. One 

Sparrow is not worth half a far- ' 
thing , and there's no man ſhall (ut- 
fer half a farthings-worth of harm, 
more then he orders. Mot oze of 
them i forgotten before God, much 
more, not any part of you, but ever 
the very hairs of your Head axe (in- 
ter numerata) a// xumbred , much 
more the days of your Lives, and 


the ſufferings of thoſe days. If he 


look toall my hairs, much more, to 


.my proviſion, and ſafety, the Mem- 


bers of my Body, the great moments 
of my Life and Death. If we have 
ſecurity, for that, of which we keep 
no account, cut off, and caſt away 
(pil: non facio, ne pilo quidem melins: ) 
If every one, be not only known to 
him, but ſo kept, as it were by 
Tale, that his Enemies cannot pull 
off one, without his permiſſion, but, 
for it he calls them toa Reckoning ; 
how much more have we (ſecurity of 


our Eſſential parts, and that, with- 
our 


EY RNS LE REES YT SY "3 3 Yo A 
LOO OI AGE EE EEE. 


SIE IS SI ISIS 
-: CORD —— 
> <2 ao gs : 

. - + << 


I16 An Jhifallible Way 
out which, we cannot- live ? 
HW nich of you by taking thought, can 
anda one Cubit to-his Stature? } ſtint, 
or ſtatute mealure of Eſtate ? with- 
out him, a!l-our thoughtfulnels is as 
vain, as if a. dwarf thoul#thereby 
think to acquire a. tall mans ſtature. 
The moſt griping worldling puts not 


up one penny , without a Ticket . 
ſgad by his hand, to fetch it out of * 


his publick Zxchequer, whole 1s the 


Earth, and the fulnz(s thereof... If he - 
ſhut up that, all Creatures break, and 


become | Bankrupts. Turmoiling 
muſings, are additions to our Fears ; 
never further, often hinder our de- 
fires. He may juſtly curſe our. pre- 


ſent, who diſtruſt him: for. future 3 


Mercies, and will not be latisfi'd with 


the Fidelity of his Providence. All ' 


the joys 1n this World, cannot take 


one gray hair out of our Heads, but 


thereneeds only diiturbance of mind, 
to make- us Hoary before our time. 
Bion (eeing a Prigce weeping. and 
tearing his hair for ſorrow , asked 


him, . 
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-0n.0ne Solomon, in all his Glory. He 
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” him, Z7f Balaneſs would care his greif. 
 Alittle that arnghtcous inc hath, 1s 
' better then the riches of many 
' wicked /a), becaute ihzt 
' little, is God's allow- 
| ance. 


(*) P[al, 37s 
IJ, 


And why take you thonght for Rit- 


' ment? conſider the Zilues of the Felld, 
. howthey grow, ] Without the Girdt- 
; Ners care or induſtry tacy nelther 
: dothe work of the man, 1in Toiling 


without, nor of the woman, in {pin- 
ning within doors ; contrioute no- 
thing to their beautiful Ciothing : 
And yet, T7 ſay unto you, that even 
Solomon {( the Wilcſt, Richeſt of 
Princes) 7 all his Glory and Magnifi- 
cence, was not arrayed like one of them, 
The. natural Bravery of the Zilly, 
coming from its own fruitful Bowels, 
is (asa beautiful, toa-painted face ) 
beyond all the Glory of Apparel, 
that Art and Coſt could bring unto 
him. All the Lillies of the Field, 
are {o:deck'd and cloth'd. as is not 


puts 
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puts more Glory every day, on one 
Flower, then Skill and Wealth can 
on the greateſt Monarch, in his great- 
eſt Splendor. His providential good- 
neſs extended to the Flowers of the 
Field, is beyond all that mancan do, . 
by the utmoſt extent of his Wiſdom, :tt 
Power, and Riches. 4 
Hherefore, if God fo curiouſly 
Cloath, not only the delightful Flow- 
ers of the Garden, but Graſs of the _ 
Field, we tread on, of fo little ac- :: 
count, ſo ſhort continuance, which ro 
Aaay is, and to morrow caſt into the O- + 
ven, ſhallhe not much more Cloath you? 


of a more excellent Rank, and Or- -L 


der, Frame, and Structure, appoint- 
ment, and end? your Lives, more 
valuable? your Bodies, more won= 
derful? your Souls, more dura- 
ble? your Work, more excellent ? 
your final Eſtate, more conſiderable 
then theirs? will he, that ſoplenti- * 
fully feeds the Sparrows, that have 
no Grazaries; ſo gorgeoully cloath : 
the Lillies, that have ao Diffeff , | 

make 


| 7 ar and 
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make ſo rich, fo glorious proviſion, 
For ſuch ſhort liv 'd Creatures, ſtarve 
thoſe, that rationally ferve, that ſhall 
eternally enjoy him? His Providence 
regardsthe loweſt part of the Crea- 
tion ; Fowls, and Zzllies, as well as 
the Condud of States and Empires, 
He remember'd, not only \Voah, but 
every living thing, and all the Cartel 
that was with him in the 
Ark (p). Hegiveth to the (7) 5% $1. 
Beaſt (q). He provideth <4) pat. 145. 
. For the Raven his food, 9- 
-whea his young ones cry 
unto God (7). The young (') fb 38. 
Lions ſeek ( and find) #* 
their meat from God. The ſeveral 
| Kingdomsof the World, are thy /ir- 
tle Families ( moſt bountiful Creator) 
'and thou comprehendeſt in thy Fa- 
therly care, all things which thou 
haſt made. The Zyes of all wait up- 
© op thee, that thou mighteſt give them 
| *hcir meat in due ſeaſon. What thou 
gtveſt them, they gather, thou openeſf 
fo Hsfi ft the deſires of e- 


Vorp 
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(5) Pal. 104. Net, [rving 4 hing (5). Lo 
21, 279, 28. NOW) for usS9 who have : L 
& 145-15 {fuchexprels promiſes ad- |! a 
ded'to ſuch inſtances of | C 

his Providence.: who takes more 2: 
Care for us, then for o- | B 

(1) 1 Co.g. ther Creatures (s):; to] W 
- doubt of ſufficiency ( if |* k; 
not Riches, Jargues infidelity and dif. * *C 
fidence in him to admiration, © ye of |? At 
little Faith ! [4 al 
The fear of want, is for want of | - £ 
obeying his Command, {| 7 ake there. | | ® 


fore no thought for the morrow. ] Be © ® 


not anxiouſly ſolicirous for future -' tl 
neceſſities, | S4yiz2, what ſhall we eat ? \ ! tl 
or, what ſhall we drink? &c.] Tis 
your ſhame to imitate thoſe, you ' V 
abhor as Infidels ; and not to differ in '* V 


practice, as you do in profeſſion }- 


from them. [ For after all theſe things |* by 
ao the Gentiles ſeek. ] As if themſelves, '* 5 
not God, were to provide for them, |* 
This ſtudious, earneſt, buſie Inqui- |: 
ry, 1s more beſeeming Heathens, who 
have no lively apprehenſion of ws 

Is 


7 
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} his Providence, Fatherly Care, ard 
| Love, then you, who acknowledge 
! and experience them. 
| Orphans to cark, and care, tolhift 


"Tis tor poor 


as well as they can, for themſelves: 


But with you, the caſe 15quite other- 


wile, [ For your Heavemy Father 


|: knows you have need of all theſe (nc 
*ceſſary_) things. } 


what he firit gave, 
and is {till needful for you : that Zzfe 


| and the Body, cannot ſubſiſt without 


Food and Ratment, Tis enough tor 


: a Father that he knows his Childrens 


.; wants, .and his reproach, to neglect 


> them. 


He will be ſure to ſupply 


; thoſe wants, which are of his own 


-, making, you may as well queſtion, 
- whether he knows, as whether he 
- will /upply. 

: not becauſe he was niggardly , but 
-> bountiful : 
: good, but would bealways foto us: 


He made us fo zeeay, 
not becauſe he was not 


not that we ſhould be-poor, and 
want theſe things, but humble, and 
always go to him and have them : nor 
to make us miſerable, but that we 

| G ſhould 
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ſhould ſtill remember him, crave, and | 
expect lupplics from him, depend up- ' 


on h1m, and not be able to live with: 
out him. We cannot put upon him 
a greater wrong, then the lirnari- 
on of our Truſt, which he challenges 
as his peculiar: If plac'd on any Crea- 
ture, we deifiezt, we take upon us 


what 1s proper to him ; and tis no- 


lels a fault and folly, to invade 
God's part, then to neglect our own, 
O let my Care be, to depend on 


thee, as thine 1s to provide for me, 


and I cannot want. 
But ſeek ye firſt (before and above 


all) the Xindomof Goa, as the end, 
and his Righteouſneſs as the way, and. 


all neceſſaries in it, toit, ſhall be added 
unto you, Let your principal Care 


be to approve your ſelves my obedi- . 


ent, dependent Children, and you 
are {ecur'd of maintexanee, 1n your 
minority, as well as of your /nheri- 
zaxce, when you come to Ze. There 
1s Bread, as well as Grace : and Cloth- 
ing as well as Righteouſneſs inthe = 
muLC ; 
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' miſe, Goalineſs hath the promiſe of the 
p- © Zifethatnow s,as well az of that which 


1+ + 15tocome,”): as certain, | i 
m | concerning £ocd and Rat- () : " 
i- ment, as Remiſſion of ſins, bl 
's. and #ternal Zife. 7 ruſt in the Lord, f 


- andao good, [0 {halt thou dwell in the f 
S , Land, and verily, thouſhalt | 
oO: befed w).{f hegive grace & 1 Tal. 37e 
& glory, hewillwith-hold xo M 
, _ good thing from them that | 
1 walk uprightly (x). Beour (*) 1/4. 84- 
) - heart honeſt, our hand 1 
. . diligent, our deſires. moderate, our | 
> Souls believing, and we ſhall not fail F 
,. of aſupply of the zeeds of our Bodtes, 
| which is the juſt meature of our 
/ wants. Take upon you the care of 
duty, and leave all others to hin 
Such as diſcard themſelves from his 
Family , have little: reaſon to 'ex- 
pect- the- proviſions of it. Bur, he 
will ſurely mind our good, if we 
faithfully diſcharge; our duty. We 
fhall find him anſwering us, in what _. | 
we look for from him,, in doing | 
x G 2 what | 
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what he expedts from us. Can we 
have lo mean thoughts of him, as to 
think, we ſhould intend his glory, 
and not he much more intend our 
good ? That he ſhould negle@ us, do- 
11g the things that are pleaſing in his 
fg2ht? Ir is Diſtruſtin tim, to be 
troubled for what is future , lmpati- 
ence againſt him, to be troubled for 
what 1s paſt, or preſent. This tem- 
per of Spirit finds fault with his 
/Viſaem, blames his Gooareſs, depreſ- 
ſes his Power, reprehends his Fairh- 
fuln?ſs, which are all ingaged for 
our proviſion, and fecurity in his 
Way. 

Take therefore #9 thought for the 
morrow, for the morrow ſhall take 
thought for the things of it ſelf. | Reſt 
jatish'd with your preſent allow- 
ance ; without being ſolicitous for 
the future.; or fearful of Evils, when 
you feel none. Impoſſibles, concern 
not our deſires ; | nor Unavoidables, 
our fears; nor things paſt remedy, 
.our yexing ſorrow, Deſire not _ 

| tnou 


| Y 
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thou can(t not attain ; nor fear, what 
thou canſt not prevent. Ufe the re- 
membrance of paſt things, as inltrue- 
tive experiments, not renewers Or 
thy Torment. Nothing we can ſut- 
fer from without, 15 worth one mi- 
nutes diſquiet, of ſo noblea thing as 
the Soul, which then comes neareſt 
Its Original, the nearer it comes to 
Immutability,. Reliance on God 
ſaves us from much ſin, and miſery : 
whilſt diſtruſtful thoughts devour 
our peace, and leave us nothing in 
the room, but fear, grief, and dit- 
content. All folicitous looking be- 
yond the preſent, takes off ſo much 
from our preſent Content. Imagi- 
nary Evils operate as 1t real, and pro- 
duce ſubſtantial griets. Ignorance 
of future miſeries 15 a privilege, when 
knowledg is ineffetual to prevent 
them. That Providence that brings 
in the Day, ſhall alſo bring new 
Events to comfort us under all the 
Evilsof it. Let not the preſent have 
the charge and burthen of the futnre 

G 3 allo, 
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alſo. Make your troubles as few, as 
ſmall, at ſhortas may be: every days 
'1n-umbrance,is,pain enoughtor allour 
Patience Care enough for all our Pru* 
dence , Labour enough for all our 
Diligence ; [| Sufficient to the day, 
& the Fuil thereof.) Why then by Im- 
patience, and diftruſtful fore- 
thoughts, fruitleſs griefs for paſt, 
preſent, and projecting future Evils, 
do we amticipate , encreale and 
lengthen them > living in miſery 
now, for fear we ſhould, hereafter ? 
Ipending the Night allowed tor Reft, 
with irkſome apprehenfions of the 
next day's Task, worſe then the Task 
& Burthen it ſelf? why are we ſocru- 
el toour (elves, ſo ungrateful to God, 
that, every ſuggeſtion of a poflible 
danger or milcarriage, ſhall rob him, 
and our ſelves too? ſhall create more 


trouble, then all our preſent com- . 


forts, peace and thankfulneſs? A 
Cloud no bigger then a man's hand, 
darken the whole face of Heaven it 


ſelf? hinder the light of Reaſon, the 
| pro- 


to CTontentiment., 127 


proſpect of Faich, the {ight of God, 
and all his Mercies? while welive at 
ſuch a Rate, where 1s onr Reaſon? 


' quietly to enjoy the preſent good , 


while we di{quiet our felves about 
thoſe Evils, that are not, or may ne- 
ver be, or turn to our great advan- 
tage? where is that fa/tþ that ſhould 


tupport us under the very greateit 


preſſures, while we diſtruſt God, in 


.our preſcnt eaſe, and plenty ? where 


is our Foy, and Zhankfulneſs to him, 
for all his favoursthrough our whole 
Lives, while our impatient hopes, 
the groundleſs fears and jealcuſies ot 
our own fancies, extinguiſhthe ſenſe 
of his Goodneſs; and make us as 


unworthy to:him, as burthenſom to 


our ſelves? we can no way .ſo ho- 
nour God, ſoeafe our ſelves, as to 
commitall unto him : mind our du- 
ty, without imployingour thoughts 
about Events. How eafie then, how 
comfortable would our Lives be ? 
So lives the Child in his Father's 
Houle ; fo ſleeps the Infant in its Mo- 
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thei's Arms; ſo live the Saints and 
Angels of God ; This is the Life that 
1s liv d in Heaven ; without Care, or 
Fear, Diſtruſt, Perplexity, or Anx- 
iety, under this aſſurance, That God 
will be the ſame to all Eternity , 
which he is at preſent to them, 


—— — 


I 


Encouragement from the 1/;[aom, ana 
Care, Zove, andGooancſs of God, 
as our Father, 


young man being at Sea in a 
A dreadful Storm, whea all the 


Paſflengers were at their Wits-end, 
he only was Chearful:; Being ask'd 
the rea/or of his Mirth, anſwered, 
that [| 7 he Pilot of the Ship. was his 
Father, and:he knew his Father would 
have a care of him. ] ' Though the 
Ship of the Church and State.be in a 
finking condition, look we to our 
Station, our Pilot (God -and our Fa- 
ther) will havea care of us, and it. 
wer While 


ferverh” him (2); in a 
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While we conſider in whoſe hands, 
the government of the World 1s, 
though Heaven. and Earth come to- 


gether, a gracious Heart and folid 


Q tet, will not, cannot be far alune 
der. He hath a greater venture of 
glory in the Church's welfare, then 
men can have; and is fighting for, 
while Fe ſe m3 to fight againſt his 
people: aniwering their Prayers , 
whuiſt he ſeems to reject them. How- 


ever it goes with the World, with 


the Wicked, it ſhall be well with the 
Righteous (y). He puts a 
ditterence ( in public Ca- 
lamities ) between they | 
that ſerve him, and they that ſerve 
him not. They ſhall be mine, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, in that day, when 1 
make np my Fewels, and 7 will ſpare 
them, as a man ſpareth his own Son that 
raging Fire,or devouring (4) Send 
over-flowing Calamity, : 
[ Propriety }] alone is a ground- of 
(Care]; a man would willingly fave; 
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and ſecure that which is his [own], 
and of any ule unto him : Bur, it 
you add unto this | pretiouſnels }, 
that encrealcs the Care: Bur of ell 
Fewels, thole which come out of our 
Bowels, are more pretious, then 
thole which adorn us: | Relation ? 
works not only upon the Aﬀection, 

but Bowels (a). And as 
he, — [ Jewels] add an exc:lien- 
cy, tothe word [| mine}, 
ſo doth | Service} to the word [ Son.) 
A man hath much conflict on himfelt, 
ro take off his heart from an «azdut:- 
ful Son (b), But, if any 
Child be more a Jewe! 
then another, certainly, 
tis a [dutifulJ Child'; he hath a ſpe- 
elal Intereſt in his Father's Eye, and 
Ear, Hind, Heart, and Inheritance : 
not only by Nature, but Obedience. 
Propriety, they are mine: Pretionſ- 
neſs, they are Jewels, Treaſures, Or- 
namentsunto me : Relation, they are 
Sons : Wſefulneſs, they are Sons that 
All fuficizat grounds of 
LArE, 


(b) 2 Sam.18, 
$» 29) 33« 


CETIIS: 


to:Contentment.- I3T: 


Care, and'Protection in the midſt of 
Danger. 
are, we have nothing ro do, but to 
beleive, obey, and rejoice we arein 
the hands of a Father; (in better 
hands we cannot be ), his charge, to 
whoſe Care we have left our i<lves, 


So that, whereſoever: we 


and the ordering of all our Con- 
who ſtands intruſted with us: 
who is always faithful to thoite he 
takes into his Care : who hath fiig- 
matiz'd carelels improvident Parents 
with the name cf, worſe | 

thg Lafidels (c). LY __ (c) I: Th. 5. 
planted 1n every Crea- 
rure, not only principles of lf ores 


ſervation, bur natural affeitions, ( e- 
venin thote of a. natural devouring; 
fiercenels ) towards their off-5{ring-, 


ſo that, no Man, Wolf, Lion ever 


hated his own-fleſh; but loved it, and: 
- And will God (uffter- 


cherithed 1t.. 
him{elf to be out-done, by the Kind: 
neſs, Bounty, and Compaſſion of his 


_ own Creatures ?:* Cax a Homan forget 


her [ncking Child, that ſie ſhould not 


have 
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have. Compaſſion on the Son of her 


Homb? yea, they may forget, yet will 
a) Ie Tat forget thee (d). The 
is 4%. provident care of my 
Heavenly Father, forbids 
thecare of Diffidence 1n him, and 
requires the care of Diligence in my 
jelt: Tointereſt my Judgment in the 
choice and ule of means, bur to keep 
my Att-&tions diſintereſted, uncon- 
cernd in the Event : To lerve, but 
not mildoubt his Providence, while I 
Imploy my own. That which is not 
within my Power, ſhould be out of 
my Care. AT obedient Child con- 
cerns not himſelt how he ſhould have 
another Sute of Cloaths, or to mor- 
row-meals-meat : He eats that meat ; 
wears thole. Cloaths , 1s fſatisfh'd; 
with that Lodging and Proviſion, his 
Father provides him. But, how can 
I call him Z#ather and prefer my low, 

and ſordid Cares, before his Provi- 
dence; as if- he were ſuch a Father, 
as took no Care for his Children. So- 
licitouſneſs abolke the iſſue of my 

lawtul 
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Jawful Endeavours, derogates from 
him, as if he would not, could nor, 


_ * knewnot how to helpme. My Soul, 


diſclaim God for thy Father, or reſt 
contented with, and confident of his 
Fatherly Care, and Kindneſs, Proyi- 
ſion and Prote&tion, To whom ſhall 
I runtin my Extremity ? of whom 
(ball I crave Pardon, and Provifion, 
Succour, and Releif? butof my Fa- 
ther, that Ocean of Goodnels, which 
hath over-flow'd the whole Creat1: 
on, thattires and lims the flowers of 
the field, neglects not any thing , 
provides for every think he hath 
made : ſpreads a Tablein the Wilder- 


nels, forthe Beaſts and Birds of prey:: 


keeps open houle for all his Crea- 
tures. But hisfaithful, Houſe-hold 
Servants, are more eſpecially under 
his Eye, .his Care, his Providence ; 
ſhall have given them meat 1n: due 
ſeaſon. | Nor matters it which) may , 
whether fz/þ be brought in a Raver's 
Bill; or an Angel Bake our Bread with 
Twniper Coles; or owr own Jnduſtry, 
Or 
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or an unexpected Eriend, or a Cuſto- 
mer from tar, help us with ir. Vſhat- 
ioever ara preſents our Mercies, or 
whatſoever [Zeart was enclind to 
hand it, all flows from the grand O- 
xiginal, Every Mercy 1s the product 
ot Divine Z.ove, though ſecond cau- 
fes intervene, for. thoie very cauſes 
have their creation,” motion, direc- 
tion and ſucceſs from him, He that 
turns the Hearts of Aings as the Ri- 
vers of waters, turns allo all the /:t/e 
Riwunulets in the World into what 


{corched parched ground he pleaſes. 


Sacred ſtory derives from Heaven 
the kindneſs of .fbimalechto Abra- 
ham, of Zaban and £ſan, to Facob , 


of Ruth to Nahomi; of Boas, to Ruth ; 


of Jonathan to David. When ethers 
fhew kindneſs to us, kt's conſider the 
motions of Hearts are. lometimes in- 
tuſed, but always conducted by him. 
It may be. of good ufe, what Hobſon 
the. late noted Carrier of Cambriag 
ſaid to a young Student receiving a 
Letter of the ſad Tidings of his = 
| cle's 
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cle's Death (who maintaind him at 
the Univerſity ) weeping, bitterly, 
and reciting the cauſe of his griet, he 
reply'd, ho gave you that friend ? 
Which ſaying, wasno [mall retreſh- 
ment, ſupport, and comfort to him 
then, and afterwards in his /77niſtry. 
So Mr. Carter greatly comtorted one, 
( who making his moan to him, thar 
he had loſt the greateſt friend he had 
in the World, having in a manner all 
his lively-hood by him) by ſaying, 


* When the Fountain ts dryed up in one 


place, God will open it in another. Mr. 
Dod intending to marry, was full of 
fear, and care how he ſhould be able 
tolive; his income being ſo ſmall, as 
only maintain'd him in his ſingle 
ſtate: looking out at a window, and 
ſeing 2 Her icraping for her nume- 
rous Brood about her, thought thus 
with him'elf, 7 his Her but liv'd before 


ſhe had theſe Chickins, and ſhe doth ſo 


pow, mith all theſe : 1 ſee the Fowls 
neither Sov, nor Reap, nor gather into 
Barnes, yet my Father feederh: them. 
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He that feeds the Ravezys, will not 
{tarve the Herns, laid Mr. Heiron on 
his Death-bed ro his diſtreſſed Wife, 
for her many Children. And Zs- 
ther, Icaving the World, Zord (taith 
he.) here are thy Children, thou lent jt 
them me, and 1 reſizn thens back 4g a'n 
to thee: while 7 look d «pon them as 
mine, 7 endeavenr d to provide for 
them ; thy Bowels are infinitely. above, 
what mine are. Its vile Ingratitude to 
deſpiſe a Preſent of God's preparing, 
and lending, ſo curious a peice of his 
workman-{hip: To rejoice when our 
Cattle mu'riplies, and to murmur 
when our Children increaſes. Its 
Heatheniſh diſtruſtfulneſs, to fear, 
that he that hath provided Children 
for us, will not provide Neceilaries 
for them. God often provides better 
for the poor Child, then for the repi- 
ning Parent : The finfully ſolicitous 
Traelites, who'in the Wilderneſs 
concluded, they and their Children 
ſhould .be ſtarv'd for want of food, 


were themſelves deſtroy d for wor 
0 


So 


*.” Sm 32 
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; freely give us all things (e)? 
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of Faith ; their Children mean while 
being reſery'd for a Land flowing 


with Milk and Honey. 
If in my Father's Houſe be Bread 


enough, and. to ſpare for hired Ser- 
vants, much more for his Soxs, who 


did not forget to be a Father, when 
we had forgotten to be Childrex ; but 


-gave his own Son to dye, that his a- 


dopted Sons ( who were Children of 
the Devil) ſhould live. And, how 1s 
it poſſible-he ſhould- not compleat 


that gift, by beſtowing all other 


things that are profitable tor-us: ; and 
either preſent preſſures, or deliveran- 
ces from them, .as he ſees them moſt 
for our real advantage ; He that ſpa- 
red not his own, but delivered him up 
for. us all, how ſhall he not with himalſo 
We have no cauſle to fear $4 as: 
that God will not give us 
whatſoever is profitable for us, ſeeing 
he hath not ſpared. his own Son to 
ſaveus. We may well be confident 
in his Fatherly Love and Compaſſion 
towards 
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towards us; as his Children, who in 


Chriſt is become our Father, and 

: ives.us both the previ 
et AN lege (f) and Spirit of Sons 
(z', whole love towards 


us, 1s ſo much greater then that of 


earthly Parents towards their Chil. 


dren, as his Goodneſs and Mercy is , 


greater, /f you then being evil, know. | 


how to give good gifts unto your Chil» 
dren; how much more ſhall your Father 


which is in Heaven, give good things to 
Cha Mas, 3; Pemtthat ack him:(h). tam 
IT. | 


very mould and frailty, 


he makes a ſufficient' argument to | 
compaſſionate and reheve us ; ke as | 


pater, tam pix nemo! Our 


# £ 
-. 


« Father pitieth his Children, fo the 


Cord prtieth theo that fear him : for he ; + 


knoweth our Frame, he remembereth 
are anft (1), 
(1) Pet. 103 that we are anft (i), He 1s 
FS, 1 
ſtrikes, corrects, ſeems to 


frown upon us, to carry it as our Ene- 


my. He ts too wile tomanifeſt his 
love 


our Father when he: 
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// Toveby outward tokens of diſtinQi- 


on: or, to give that Son he loves 
beſt, a gayer Coat then the reſt of 
his Children. He will do nothing but 
what he ſhop!d, (aid a wite Son, when 


' told, his Father would diſinherit 
' him. My Father is greater, wiſer, 
. better then 1: he is ſupreme over me: 
* hath the whole diſpoſal of me: 1s 


tender and careful of me : full of 


+ love, pity, and compaſſion towards 


* me : knows better then I > what's 


> beſt for me: and will. make conveni- 


) | ent proviſion for me. He's often 


more merciful to me 1n denying me 
what I ask, then he could be 1n grant- 


| ing. . What Father can ſee his Child 
|. want food when he hath it by him, 
| unleſs hegive him Phyſic , and then 
' hemuſt be kept to a ſpare atet. I will 
FE: truſt his Hiſaom, becaule he 1s God » 
| and his Zove,becauſche is my Father: 
| So, I cannot doubt that any thing 
- which he ſends deſerves my thanks, 
* though I ſee not wherein the benefit 
| Of it lies. A Cup of Worm-wood 


would 


nan 
”— — 
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would not be reached to me by © | © 
wiſe, ſo good a Father, but that L; * 
Love, and my Benefit is mingled with , 
It; coming from the Fountain ofÞ_ 


Love and:Goodnels, ic hath a Bleſſing 


init, though I cannot at preſent taſt, * 


or apprehend it, Though our Savi- 
our knew his cruel Murderers deſign 


was to execute, not his Father s will, 


but their own malice ; He falls not 


foul upon them , he over- looks the | 
Cup-bearer, to look upon him that | 
ent it, The Cup which my. Father hath | 


- 
- 


tven me; ſhall 7:n0t-drink » 


Iles 


provides, his Goodneſs ſends, and 
conſecrates to us ? that hath the 
ſame Bowels. of Mercy, Love, and 
Goodneſs to usin his Corrections, as 
1nhis Favours : He tempers our grief 
to our ſtrength, not to our deſert; 
Meaſures out the kind weight, and 
continuance of our Affiicions. They 
are appointed, ſent-under . the con- 
duct, and never: exceed the line and 
Li limits 


gf | 
fe) fob-t8. 77 (4)? What Cup can be || 
bitter, which his-//:/dom 
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”" limits of his Power, Wiſdom, and 
- | Goodneſs, who is the mighty Sove- 


raign, and Governour of the World: 
The great Creator, conſtant Obſler- 
vr, wile Diſpoler, uncontroulable 
Over-ruler of all things. Who hath 


| ablolute power to do whatloever he 


pleaſes; is infinitely Juſt, and will 
do what is Righteous ; infinitely 


Wile, and knows what 15 beſt to be 


done ; infinitely good in himſelf, and 
gracious to all that depend upon,and 
jubmit to him , that nothing ſhall 
befal them, but what ſhall turn to 
their preſent and everlaſting good : 
making them .beft at leaſt: turning 
Poiſon into a Remedy.: Croſs and 
contrary events, co-operating for.our 
real advantage. Reſignation of our 
Concerns to him, lays all querelous 
thoughts ; huſhes all the whimper- 
1ngs of our minds 1a the hour of trou- 
ble. We never carve well for our 
ſelves, when we ſnuff at the portion 
cut out to us, by the Hand of -our 
Heavenly Father, He that gave = 
QO. 
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ſo greata Bleſſing, as Son-ſhip when 
we were Zxemtes, will much more 


give us M( Comparatively) ſo {mall by 


a Bleſſing as food, now we are his 


Sons, Shall not he that ſaved our P 
Souls from Death, deliver our Bodies |: 
from the dangers of this world ? His 


dealings with us, are all love, mer- 
cy, and faithfulneſs. He gives all 
his Children, ſo much as he lees ſuf- 
ficient for them. In aneſpecial man- 
ner, his Grace to fear him, - content- 
ed Spirits to ſubmit to him, believing 
Hearts todepend upon him, his Blet- 
fing with all their enjoyments, He 
will preſerve us from Zvil, or the 
Evil of it , proportion, bleſs it tous; 
comfort, ſupport us under it, and de- 
liverus out of it. By himIamuinfal- 
libly afſur'd to be preferv'd, or re- 
liev'd ; free'd or relcued from, or ſe- 
cured under Affliction. I ſhall re- 
ceive deliverance from them, or en- 
joy under them fatisfa&tion and tran- 
quillity of mind ; patience, and con- 
tentedneſs with his gocd pleaſure ; 
2 ſubmiſſi- 
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© ſubmiſſion, and reſignation of my 
| will to his:; ſupport and comfort 


1 under my weakneſſes and deqponden*» 
 &. ces; ſuch evidences, communicati- 
7: ons, and irradiations of his love, 
f and favour, carc, and kindneſs tome, 
}7 as ſha'!l, nor only recompence the 


> want and loſs of any outward com- 
© fort, but ſweeten the preſence of any 

' outward trouble ; pad 6 them incon- 
ſiderable unto me, in compariſon of 
them, not to be parted with for the 
enjoyment of them. 

When Julius Ceſar was at any time 
ſad, upon the thoughts of any diſfaſe 
ter that befell him, he was wont to 
ſay, cogitate eſſe Czlarem, think that 
thou art Cziar , and that put him in- 
to a more cheartul temper. We 
could not be diſmaid, did we not 
forget our ſelves. /Yhy art thou, be- 
ing the King's Som,lean from day to day? 
wilt thou. not tell me (1)? 
Nothing can -add to, or 
detrat from an infinite 
good and happinef® Is not He ber- 

| ter 


(1) 2 San. 13. 
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| ter to #5 then Houſes, or Lands, 
Friends, Riches, or Honours? He 
hath all things, that hath him who 
hath all thizgs. When Chriſt 1sgi- | 
ven (arightto) Allis given, No. 
matter for many things, ſo I have 
the one thing needtul- To whom 
thou giveſt Honour, ſo I have a por. _ 
tion of thy Grace: In what placel 
am, ſoI diſcharg the duty of it. Who 
can complain of negle&t, whom the 
King himſelf 14mbraces, and delights 
to Honour ? of Sickneſs, whoſe ſins 
are forgiven ? of Want, who hath y * 
an Intereſt in the promiſes? of Po. 
verty, who hath an Inheritance in 
Heaven ? of Diſhonour, who 'is the | 
Son of God, who wants neither Wiſ- | 
dom to diret, nor Intereſt to ob- .. 
lIige him to do what is beſt for him? 
General Invitations, and common 
Mercies, are for us as men , but 
where thou giveſt Grace, thou 
comeſt cloſe unto our Souls , and 
| winneſt us with dear and particular ' 
Intimations. If weare thy Chilarer, 
we 
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we are richer. then the World can 
make?*® which the worlt may have, 


and beſt want. Thou ſuftereſt Inks 


delity to Reign, to inſtru thy-Dilct- 


ples: and abandoneſt the faireſt part 


. of the World,to them-that perſecute 


thee. There can be #0 Ppverty where 


| we haye Thee'for an Zzheritance ; He 


whom thou ſufficeſt not, deterves to 
be perpetually poor. Give me-but to 
ſerve, and relie upon thee, and I ask 


* no more. Shall ſay that's too little, 


which infinite Love and Wiidom 
thinks enough ? or, 'dilorderly ha- 
ſten towards enlargment, inſtead of 
patiently waiting the Lord's leaſure ? 
ſhould he ſpread before me all this 
World's Treaſure, and bid me take 
what I would, could 1 do more wife's 
ly, then put the choice tohim ID) ? 
and beſcech him to chiſe for me, who 
loves me better, and knows better 
what's beft for me, then my {cf ? 
And ſhall T not now then, thonlfully 
ſtand to his choice ? we will hence- 
torth be chearfu), and contented if 

H ot 
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our preſent ailotment. It every thing 
be beſt, which he appoints, why am [ 
troubled, as it things went not well 
with me? It's impoſſible it ſhould 
have been betrer with me then it is; 
it had not been well, if it had been 0- 
therwiſe. All things are ordered by 
his deliberateCounſel, and fore-know- 
ledg, who gralips all my concerns, 
conſults my univerſal good, is as ex- 
actly careful of me; as1if he had none 
other to look after: and ſuffers no 
trouble to befal me, becauſe he doth 
not regard ; for his Care and Provi- 
dence extends to every Creature; 
or, becauſe he cannot or will not 
help, for he is equally infinite in all 
his Attributes, but becauſe his Wil-- 
dom iinds that Condition fitteſt for 
n\: Had I more of the World, I. 
might have leſs Grace. Though my 
Commons be ſhort, it ſhould certain- 
ly be otherwile, if he law it better. 
If I have not what I deſire, I have 
whatT ought to deſire. 

Querelous wranglings, ſullen dil- _ 
contents, 


. . greater good. 
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cantents diſturb not my 4atisfacti- 
on and repoſe. - I will defere, and 
will, juſt ſo, and nootherwile, then 


thou doeit ; O, Omnilcient, Omni- 


preſent, only wile God, and merci- 


- ful Father, whole Goodnets deſigns 


my Welfare, and whole Wildom ma- 
nages that deſign. I would rather 


have that be, which already is, then 


any thing elſe. That's better which 
thou willeſt, then TI. Thou cenlulteft 
well and wiſely about it : knowſt 
what uſe to make of thy Creatures ; 
where molt fit to beſtow them ; and 


* wilt diſpole me there, where moſt 


neceſlary, and beſt for me, and ſuf- 
fer noevil to befal me, unlels for ſome 
I venture all with 
thee: I freely refer all to thee, in the 


particular diſpoſition of my ſelf, and 
- mine, 


Grant me, not what Icrave, 
but what thou knoweſt good to give 


. me. Take from my puniſhment, or 
_.addto my patience. 


Leſfſen my Bur- 


den, or ſtrengthen my Shoulders. 
All Beſtneſs depends.upon the wiſeſ 
4 no + 


Goodneſs, 
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. Goodneſs, I will refuſe nothing, 


which {zems good unto thee; And 
more willingly conlent to: that thou 


wouldeſt have, then-to my own in- | 
clination. .Put me into what Con- 


dition, -uſe me as, lead me whether 


thou -pleaſeſt. *<Chuſe my Raiment 


and Proviſion for me: Sickneſs, or 
Health :; Reſped, or Di'grace ; Plen- 
ty, or Poverty : 'I will, not only 


.conſent and ſubmit unto, but make it _ 
my buſineſs to vindicate, apologize, 

2nd maintain,thele thy dealings with 
-me, ito be, moſt fit and prudent, ' 
moſt ſutable, and advantagious to 
.Mme. 


Regulating our Deſires and Opinions. 


CO uneaſie and unquiet a thing ts 


Servitudes, as the World hath Chan- 


BESe 


3) Man, not rais'd above this uncon: . 
ſtant ſtate , that he ſuffers as many : 


- 1 
: 
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aces. Every alteration abroad, makes 

- another at home : A Tide of {welling, 
or ſinking Aﬀections w chin, - at eve- 
ry Ebb or flow of Things withour. 
His mind is in ſuch perpetual Agita- 

| tion, . till eſcaped out of the Whirl 
. .- and Circuitof the. Allurements and 
Aﬀerightments of this World, that 
| he finds no peaceable Corner 1n it. 
Whilſt, he that lives above it, looks 
down upon it in all its Glory with 

* Triumph and Contempt ,- and with 
- the Foot of Scorn, ſpurns it into In- 
 confiderablene(s : ſtands upright in 
the midſt of Ruins: endures Tor- 
ments, with greater Courage, then 
 Perſecutors threaten, or execute 
them: Zoſes all Earthly enjoyments }. 
with-more cheerfulneſs, then others 
eyjoy them : neither deſires, nor fears 
Changes : Is the ſame, whatſoever 
happens in his Fortunes, or. Aﬀairs. 

_ His Mind and Eſtate are matches - 
Hath learn'd to bear all Injuries, Dil- 
appointments, and Difficulties, with 
an equal mind. Qi deſideritm [une 
H 3- clan- 
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clauſit , cum Jove ae felicitate conten- 
ait, Heis Wile enough, who knows 
himſelf ; Great enough, who maſters 


himſelf; Rich enough, who enjoys. 
himſelf ; hath Pleaſure enough, who 


pleales himſelf , Happy enough, who 
lives well. Tis almoſt impoſſible 
he ſhould be oppreſſed with Sorrow, 
who ſerves God, for God's ſake, 
Chriſtianity teaching us to be Con- 
tent in all Eſtates, teaches us to be 
Happy ; for, nothing from without 
can make us miſerable , unleſs we 
join toit our own Conſent, and ap- 
prehend it ſuch ; and entertain t in 
our {ad and melancholy Retirements , 
and comply not with all the Iſſues of 
Divine Providence. Tmpatience 
m:kes every Ag''e a Feaver ; ande- 
very Feaver, a Calenture; and that 
Calenture, may expire in Madneſs, 
But, a quiet Spirit, 1s a great dilpoſi. 
tion to Health ; and for the preſent, 
alleviates, if not removes the Sick- 
neſs, Hethat hath learn'd to deter- 


min his defires, when his needs are 
ſerved, 


I. 
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ſerved, and, to judg of his needs, by 
the proportion of Nature, hath no- 
thing wanting towards Riches: : He 
only wants, that is not ſatish d. Jo- 
feph and Mary, we may ealily fup- 
poſe, as poor, as Hunger ; as for- 
fſaken, as Baniſhment , as diſcon{o- 
late, as Strangers, yet, their pretent 
Lot gave them no AﬀMidction, becauic 
fed with a neceſſary-Hoſpitality ; and 
their deſires were nolarger then their 
Tables , their eyes look d only up- ) 
wards, and they were careleſs for the [ 
tuture, and careful of their duty ; { 
and ſo made their Lives pleaſant, by 
the meaſures and diſcourſes of Di- | 
vine Philoſophy. 

Things below, have nothing of \ 
Certainty, but the miſeries that at- | 
tend them, The toil and labour, 
we undergo toattain them : The fear 
of loſing them, after ſuch trouble- 
ſom Acquiſition, the Care we im- 
ploy to ſecure them, the Grief we 
reſent, when they are taken from us ; 
are not ſo much the Evidences of our 
| H 4. Wants, 
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Wants, as of their own Malignity, 
And, 'tis not eaſfic to reſolve, whe- 
ther Poverty, with its Incommodt 


ties, be more ſupportable, then -4- _ 


bundance, with all its inſuperabke 
Torments. A. Chriſtian 1s a King in 
this World, without the load of a 
Scepter or Diadem. To him Pover- 
ty 15 not Inſuppottable; but to them 
that think it ſo. The Imagination 


makes the greateſt part of the 
Torment. Men muſt be Ignorant of 
neceſiitous Contentments, to be. 
afraid of their condition. If we. 


frequent their Habitations, we ſhould 
ſee there's nothing Dreadful in 
them, but the name they bear: that 
Joy covers the faces of moſt of their 
guvelts : that they diſpute Tranquilli- 
ty of mind with the Rich ;-and 


that without being laden with the 


Cares that diſturb, the Wealthy ; 
they taſt Life's ſweetneſs with De- 
light, andif they be forc'd to tranl- 
plant, they leave their Cottages-with- 
out Complaint : The very place 
others 
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others call Baniſhment, is the Coun-. 
try of the Inhabitants: They leek to 


*pet out, and not to carry away ; and. 
_ aſſure themſelves to find every where 
ſufficient to ſatische their needs. 
While the &ich are unhappy 1n the 


midſt of Plenty and Pleaſures.. Ca- 


| lamities beſet them on all ſides; 


Their Treaſures are their Troubles ; 


' they get them with Libour;z pofleis + 
_ .them with tear, .andlole them with. 
Jorrow, . Senccs eſteemed himielt 


Happy in his Exile:;.-the- Penurie- | 
that attended him, contributed to 
his quiet , He. thought he had: loſt 
his Zrouble, not his- Goods, when 
they ſpoiled him of his Wealth : 
and that, by a happy miſchief he had 
recovered his Liberty, 1n being de: 
prived of the Care of the preſerving 
his Riches. 

He hath moſt, not that ftrives to 
2dd to hisEſtate,or Reputation, but to 
ſubſtrac from his deſires. Tis more 


+ eligible to be without them, than 


to:'need them, .. He .1s : the greateſt 
tz 5 Mon:irca 


-- 
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Monarch that hath little and is fa- 


tisfy d; not that thinks he hath not 
what he ſhould, what others have, 
what he might have, or, that grieves 


there 1s no more to have, He that's. 


alwayes Craving, is never Content- 
ed, It we would ſpare to deſire, we 
might ſpare to have. There are few 
men fo miſerable, that may not find 
ſatisfa&ion 1n themlelves,, and their 
condition, becauſe, 1t 1s in every 
mans power to terminate his deſires, 
whilſt, by th:tr diſorders we are in- 


ducd to value more, a future trou- - 


bleoreyil, then a preſent repoſe or 
gcod. He 1s not happy, who hath 
all hedefires, but, who defires not, 
what he hath not. Were there no 
other World, I would not be greedy 
after the great things of this, when 
tis far more eaſfie to. want them. 
Here wou'd I indu/ge my ſelf the 
ſenſuality of a C ntented mind ; the 
Luxury of an Ataraxze, of an indif- 


ferency as toall theſe things ;- of be-- 


ing quiet and untroubl'd {by-:not 


having, 


* 
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having them ; free from the hurry 


and diforder of them, Hethat hath 
oncea competency, hath all the Coun- 
tentment that's to be found in tempo- 
Fal things : and experiencs will tell 
him, after a ſufficiency once attain'd, 


 Eontentment will encreate no more, 


though Riches cncreaie never {9 
much. He can have no Enemy, w ho 


will be a Friend toall, Nothing s 


: blz to croſs him, who is diſpos'd to- 


tak2 every thing well. 


"aw, 


 Wothirg 1s enough to fatishe Luſt, 
a little to natisfie Nature, all the reſt 


1s but matter of Opinion. We pick: 


our own Sorrows, out of others Joys: : 
Compariſon; more then Reality, makes 
us happy or miſerable. Many never”: 


found themſelves in want, till diſco-- 


vered the abundance of others : and 
could-have lik'd their own portion: 
well-enough, had they not ſeen ano+ 
ther have ſomething they liked bets: 
ter. They hunger, not becauſe they 
are empty, bur becaufe others are 
full, *Niy,. the moſt inconſiderable 
thing 
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thing acquires a value, by being ano. 
thers, whilt we deſpiſe much great. 
er, being our. own. Not WVeceſſe;y, 
but. Fmbjtion .and Superfluity, lets 
mens hearts upon the .rack., Had 
Tall the World, I could enjoy no 
more, then to cloath and feed me, 
the reſt could pleaſe me no otherwite, 
then by looking on, . and I can thus 
{alace my. ſelf while it 1s anothers : 
with the ſame mind , behold their 
Riches, and my own Poverty ; and 
make as great a benefit of that, as 
they. of their encreaſe : whilſt 1 am __ 
free from thoſe black phanta(ms ot | 
Cares and Fears which: leap on 
Down-pillows, and paſs through 
ſplendid Pallaces, to find out thoſe 
Pompous Lives, which have uſually 
but the bark of. Hippineſs. They 
that ſeems to live lo' Happy, do not 
ſeem lo to themſelves ; but , by: 
times and turns, have theirgriefs and. 
diſcontents. Beſides, thoſe which 
are moſt -happy, are moſt ſenſible, 
nd, : unleſs all things fall out $o their - 
Iikeing,.. 
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likeing, impatient. of all Adverlity. 
Every little croſs .overthrows them: 
ir3, So ſmall are the occaſions which take 
from the malt fortunate, the height. 
of their Happineſs. We find not 
no miſeries{o uneaſie as we make them :. 
ec, . while we not only. endure the whole 
le AfMiction that troubles, but encreaſe 
us 'itby repining at the envied Conditi-- 
FE; on of others:; fancying we are more. 
ir unhappy then we ſhould be, were we 
d allow'dtoexchangethar which trou-. 
S - bles us,for any-thing which doth not. 
Many of thole we envy,. as thinkiog; 
them far-leſs ſufferers then our ſelves.. 
look with-envious Eyes on us, and 
do but diflemble. their . grievances 
more hanſvmly then we, not.find 


LE 


one 15 as miſerable, or as happy as he 
eſfteems: himſelf. If we.;have not 
what we would, *tis but ( at. worſt ) 


a ſure means of diſchargiag that 
Anxiety of mind, in refpetof. , our. 
Condition , . or.,other.,mens....., 1# -I 
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them more eafie then ours.; Every. 


| being Contented in. what we haves 


Ce 
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poſſeſs not ſo greatan Eſtate as many . 
do, ſome of rhem perhaps (not- 
withſtanding their abundance) en: 
joy leſs then I; as well as, there are 
more, who have not ſo much as et- 
ther. We would willingly exchange 
Fortunes with many, but perhaps not 
be any of thoſe men on any account, 
There's ſomething in every Eſtate, 
which without experience 1s not 
known, and being experienc'd, doth 
moleſt and trouble. We judg of 
our own diſcontents, but know not 
how far they -are exceeded in the 
ſame kind, in others, Were every 
mans troubles publickly known, few 
but would bear their own Burdens, 
rather then other mens. Would we 
look with as much Compaſſion on 
the Adverſities of our Brethren, as 
we-do with'Envy on their Profperi- 
ties, weſhould find cauſe to fit down 
Contentedfy with our own Burden, 
and Comforts; that we' bear but the 
proportionable ſhare 6f- our common 
Nature's except fone extraorehinary 
emerit 
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"any. demerit of our own, hath added to 
not- oÞ. weight ; and, in that Caſe, we 
-11* have more reaſon to admire our ſut- 
*1C ferings, are ſo few, then ſo many. 
el> There's nothing more aiſingenions, 
5 more Diabolical, then, to think our 
10, ®*felves more miſerable, becauſe ano- 
at, ther is happy : To create wants , 
Te, from the envious Contemplation of 
It other mens Abundance: That can- 
tn notfirſtbeſatisfi'd with an Inferiour 
of dcgree of Happineſs ; and then, whet 
ot *opur Zwpatience, with other mens Zn- 
I Jqojments, of what we cannot obtain, 


F Whereas, weſhould 'makethe Com- 

V -— forts of others, anallay, notanim- 

 _provement of our own miſeries, 77x - 
c Charity attracts the Concerns of our 

| 


Brethren to our ſelves : -and, he that 

þ hath that in his Breaſt, can never 
| want refreſhment, whilſt any about 
| him are Happy, for, by adopting 
their Intereſts he ſhares in 'their 
Joys. As our preſent Content, is in: 

F _ the power of ourReſolutions ;' :{o; 
 wehaveas much Command of "the 

$982 | future : 
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future: And, its but ſuppoſing the 
worlt that we apprehend, or can 
happen to us, already come to pals, 


He eaſily bears adverſe Fortunes, who - 


always expects them.. Forelee the 
worlt Aceident; and all things-will 
fall out-prolperouſly. He that thus 
prepares-himſelt, needs not tear his 
Tranquillity of mind, fince he re- 
ſolves to give it: himſelf. 

That which troubles, or gives us 
Teſt, isi# our ſelves, If 'we be not 
quiet there , every thing without, 
will make us miſerable, if we be, 
nothing can. If we be ſick, and are 
afraid to die, in pain, and have no 
patience ; ſcorn'd, and are proud ; 
impoveriſht, and are covetous ; no- 


thing can help us from being unhap- * 


Py. But, if we fear not Death, fo 
much as an ill Life, think Impati- 


ence, and Murmuriag, a worſe Dil- 


eaſe then the Gout or Stone , Pride, 
the higheſt diſgrace, Coverouſneſs,, 


the baleſt B:zggery, the greateſt Po- 


yerty.: If we-dye not unwillingly, 
"Stu. when 
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when we muſt dye ſooner then we 
would ; loſe not our Patience with 
our Health,. nor our Conftancy and 
Chearfulneſs, with our Eſtate ; be 
not our own Enemy, when we have 
no Friend, vex not our ſelves, when: 
others trouble us , be not ſolicitous 
for- to morrow too , if we beill to 
day ; we can feelno harm by Death, 
07-Sickneſs; or Scofn, or Want, 

. Keepall well within, that no dil- 


order put zhat out of order, 'and. we 


are well. No man can make ano- 
ther a Slave, that hath not firſt in- 
flav'd himſelf, 
Honour, orDiſgrace, Pleaſure, or 
Pain, Hope, or Fear, Life, or Death, 
and thou art free. Nothing- can 0- 
vercome him, . that 1s not firſt over- 


\ come by his own. Imaginations., 


and Paſſions, falſe Opinions, unrea- 
ſonable Deſires, fond Aﬀections,.un- 
grounded Expectations... A proud 
man hath no God ;- an unpeaceable 
man, hath no Neighbour, a diſtruſt- 
but, a 
diſcon- 


Be not inthraFd to- 
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diſcontented man , hath not himſelf, 
Thole Burdens that break a frow ard 
man 5 Back, will not ſo much as break | 
a ſilent man's c_ 


At what foe're ſpall happen, be not 


/ad. 


4 like for all, that God al iſpenſeth | ] 


glad : 


| F17 zſe Periander aid OT" gre if : 


' expire ; 


: a A 
' Beeauſe Events not jo a with his. 1 


_ defires,. 
The beſt way to be Rich, is not to 


encreaſe Poſleſſions , but to leſſen f 


Deſires. So, the Contented man muſt 
needs be abundantly provided for : 

being ſo intirely ſatisfi'd with what he 
hath.as to have no deſires at all. Who- 
loever would have this rare Fewe/ of 


_ Contentment (which turns want 1n- 


to wealth, all into Gold ) muſt come 
( as they who ſeek the Philoſophers 
ffone) with Minds diveſted of all 
Ambitious, Covetous deſires, elſe 

they 


| 
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: 2 they ſhall never find it. None are 

” lefs Contented then the Rich , 
+ which ſhews, our Repinings pro- — 
4 ceed not, from any defe&t of 
\ 7 Bounty in God, but from the malig- 
| 3 nant temper of our own Hearts, He's | 
- 2 likelieft to find Contentment, who 
: I ſits at Home, and duely contemplates 
_ 2? thoſe Bleſſings God hath brought 
.: within his own reach : of which e- 
7 very man that conſiders well , will 
+7 find hebath a fair proportion : and 
& think himſelf Blefled with what he 
F hath, without being Careful for 
7 what he hath not, While he that 
{| meaſures his Poverty, by his Wants, 
 ſomuch he wanteth, as he doth de- 
| fire, If we ſet not bounds to our 
; deſires, we ſhall never be ſatisf'd : 
It we modeſtly confine them within 
the limits God hath ſet us, to the 
things we need, and he hath pro- 
misd, and what pretence have we 
to elaim more, then our Charter 


gives us; the Covenant-Indenture 
goes 
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gocsno further then Foot 3 
and Raiment (m-). Every 3 4 
new acceſſion he ſuper. | "by 
adds, will appear ( what it is) : | 
Largels, and Bounty, Glory ir {cl} 
without us, will net make us Happj d, 
in Heaven... It can never be well 
with us, til o#r own Sorls be a Flea 
vez tO us; and Bleſſedeſs, be a Dol 
meſtick, an home-dwelling Inhabi-®? 
tant there: Till we have got a right | 
temper of mind, _ a ſetled principle, 
of Quietude in our own Breaſt, . and * 
become the Sons of Peace, vil 
whom the peace of God may find! 3 
Entertainment and Abode : . Till we; : 
have that Treaſure within us, that| ? 
may render us inſenſible of any de-|! 
pendance on any foreign Good , or| | 
fear of foreign Evil. When Arche. | 
laus invited Socrates to his Court, for| 
his Relief and Advancement , the. 
Philoſopher- dilmiſt the Meſſenger 1 
with this Heroick- Anſwer ; Zell the x 
King, that.a meaſure of Flour = A. 
ce 


(#) Mat, 6. 
25, KC, 
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te bought in Athens for 4 half-penny, 
nd H/ ater is to be had for nothing ; aud 
though your Maſter ſuppoſes want, yet 
J have enough, becauſe 7 am Content 
with a little, Marcus Curio, when 
He had Bribes ſent him, to tempt him 
*o be Unfaithful ro his Country, was 
Mitting at Dinner with a Diſh of Tur- 
Rips, Well, (\athhetothem) that 
"men that can be Content with ſuch Fare 
as 7 have, will not be tempted with 
Rrour Rewards: / thank God, 7 am Con- 
rent with this Fare ; and as for Re- 
Awards, let them be offered to thoſe that 
\. ® cannot be Content, as 7, with a Diſho 

'37arnips, He that can be fatisf'd 
'\ with a hard Bed, and a bare Board, is 
|] ſhot-free from a Thouſand Temptarti- 
7 ons, that prevail on others, to the 
; 4 difturbing, to the-damning of their 
"| 7 Souls. Zemo, once very Rich, hear- 
2 inga!l his Goods were Caſt away in 
2 a Ship-wreck, Fortune ( laith he, 
I yrs. in a Heathen diale&t) hath 
2 dealt well with me, and would have 
3-menow ſtudy Philoſophy. Soera- 


[ es, 


4 . 
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tes, when the State was oppreſt with } 
a Thouſand miſeries, always went a- ) 
broad, and came home, with the 
ſame Look , neither more troubl'd, 4 
nor chearful , bearing a Mind ſmooth--} 
and ſerene on all occaſions: far re. } 
mote from Grief, and above all Fear, 
W hen the City was beſieg'd, and eve- 4 
ry one lamented his Condition, he 
was no more moved, then when it 
was Flouriſhing : nothing ruffled or:3 
diſcompoled the even happy Frame'Fr 
of his Soul. He fought not anxi-%] 
oully how to acquire more means, "Fe 
but to accommodate himlelt to what $ 
he had : wherewith he was ſo Con- 
tented, that he aftirm'd himſelf to. 
come neareſt the Gods, becauſe he : 
wanted leaſt, One ſaying, 7 was 4 | 
great matter to abſtain from what a man \, 
defires , but, 4t's 4 greater ( an- |} 
{wer'd he) wot to deſire at all, And 
added, f 


Care, 1x 
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*a- 3} Care, if by Gare ought may effected 
he Y be, 

«, ; tf not ; thy careſs thou, when God 
thy cares for thee, 


3 Thraſea, the Martyr under Vero, 
- was a Perſon of that Divine Preſence 
2nd Diſcourſe that his Friends were 
Lonkident, if they could have per- 
Awaded him to have ffooped fo far 
From the Contempt of Death, as to 
x-Þlead for his Life, and make his de- 
"Fence, that he would have thunder- 
Fuck the Senate, and Vero himſelf, 
* who had no other caule of difplea- 
Jure againſt him, but his going out 
oof the Senate, as refuſing to give his 
Vote for the Condemnation of -£- 
terippina upon the barbarous motion 
- Jof her unnatural Son , and his not 
nd Jappearing at the Funeral Solemnities, 
{wherein Divine Honours were con- 
}fer'd vpon Poppea, Through hisBe- 
1lief of the Souls Immortality / of 
re; \ which he was dilcourling with De- 
.. metrins 


3 COVE wy 


-metrius the Philoſopher at that in- 
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ftanrt he was of {o well a compoſed 
Mind, that he did not ſo much as 
change'Countenance ( except to a 
more chearful Aſpe&t at the news 
of his Condemnation. And while 
his Life was breathing out at the 
Veins of both his Arms, he ſpent nc. 
his breath in Eft:minate Lamentati. 
ons, but in Diſcourſes upon that 
Endleſs Life, to which he aſſurt 
himſelf he was haſtning: and cally 
the Queſtor, who was lent to ſee hi; 
Execution ; Zook here((aith he) youn; 
wan, we are pouring ont this offerin 
( Jovi liberatori ) 70 God Redeemer, 
Tpray God divert the Omen, but weri 
ly, thou liveſt in ſuch Times, as its ve 
ry behove-ful to get thy mind fortiff d 4. 
gainſt all Temporal Evils, by ſuch ex: 
amples of Conſtancy, as thou ſeeſt me ſt 
before thee. Anaxarchus the Philoſo- * 
pher having ſharply reproved Vice: 
reay, and being by him ordered to * 
be Beaten to Death with Iron Mal 4 
lets, Strike on, ſtrike 6 (faith he) 
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thu may ſt break in peices this Veſſel of 
Anaxarchus, but Anaxarchus himſelf 
as xhou canſt not touch, Reproach not 
1 Religion, by yeilding the day to Pa- 
ws gan Morality. Let not the Faith of 
ik Chriſtians, be out-done by the Hea- 
he "then Infidelity. Be Ambitious to 
10t tell the World in your Lives, a great- 
ti- er then Marcns Cario, then Socrates, 
1t then Zhraſea, then Anaxarchus, is 
r'4 here.God abridging good men of this 
[1 World's Goods, argues not , he en- 
his wvies their Happineſs, but that it con- 
41, Aiſts not in them. Whoſcever un- 
im derſtands the nature of ?rxe Good, 
ze, muſt bid adieu tothe hopes of it, in 
eri- any thing but in Godalone; and for 
ve- thoſe things molt ftate Felicity in, a 
d 4 -_ man would judg himſelf un- 

happy if he could not defpiſe them. 
- ſe} He that cannot want thele things, 
ofo- without thinking himſelf miſerable, 
coe- at once reproaches his Maker, as if 
1 to he had created him for nothing 
1al- more worthy, and degrades himſelf, 
he) by intimating ſuch gratificitions are 


thos (| ; I moſt 
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molt ſutable to him. Is that worthy 
our Eſteem, that attends us for a /z- 
tle while, and leaves us for ever ? 
Can that be our Happinels, that, 
when we ceale to be Mortal, ceaſes 


to be ours? Faith makes us judg of | 


Things as they are, not as they ap- 
pear. Zhis unbinds the Charm, dil- 
covers the illuſion of whatſoever 1s 
admirable in the Eye of Senſe: This 
unravels the doubts cf the intangl'd 
Mind ; corrects the miſtakes of the 
erring Eye; level 's the greateſt dit- 
ficulties ; clears all the objections a- 
g41n{t Providence ; and makesan Af- 
Hiced State, not only tolerable, but 
ſo far amiable, as it promotes our 
iupreme Happineſs. Contentment 
teaches how to amend our /ives, in- 
ſtead of being weary of them. Tt 
makes the wertt Condition,here, ea- 


fie and comfortable, by making the 
mind quiet, patient, and thankful. 
Our prudent prevention of external | 
Evils, patience under them, with | 
our cheartul, fauhful, diligent Con- 

 verſatiOn, | 
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verlation, is a part of that Duty we 
owe to God; and are indeed the ex- 
cicile of our Patience, and the eyi- 
dences of a Contented Mind. For, 
he that grows weary of the World, 
throws off all, and with Jozah, with: 
es todye; 1ts a fign he wants 7ruc 
Contentment ; becaule ih4t conliſts in 
a chearful and ready Compliance 
with the will of God ; and not in a 
froward preference of our own will, 
or choice : 7 pray not that thou ſhould- 
eſt take thems out of the Yorld, but that 
thou ſhouldeſt keep them 


from the Full (n), By run- 2 Fobn 17, 


ning away from ourTask, 
before the end of the day, we not on- 


lo lole our promiſed Reward for 


bearing the Burden and heat of the 
day, but are juſtly obnoxious to be 
caſt into Priſon, for our Rebellion and 


Dilobedience. 


He that lets his Love upon that , 
which the more he loves, the more 
he enjoys, is ſure to be free from Diſ- 


content ; becauſe he cannot wanr, 
F 2 he 
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he is ſure to enjoy that which he 
loves: and though he be deprived of 
other things, he is not obnox1tous to 
Impatience ; becauſe he 1s ſure tore- 
tain that which he moſt values and 
affects ; which will anſwer and ſup- 
ply leſſer wants with a great Advan- 
tage. IThave ſomewhat of the beſt 
things, I will thankfully enjoy them; 
and having Food and Raiment, take 
the reſt as an over-plus, or want them 
with Content, I never will'd not 
to be Poor; not to be deſtitute of 
Relations ; not to ſuffer Sicknels or 
Reproaches: Other things are the 
matter of my Choice , which no 
man, no accident can forbid, or de- 
prive meof. What ſhould I fear, or 


be vexed at, who may always be 5 


what I ſhould ? who need not be mi> 
ſerable, unleſs I will? what Cauſe 
have Ito be diſpleas'd, who may al- 
ways pleaſe God, and my ſelf too? 
Men may make me ſuffer, but not do 


evil: kill me, but nothurt me. I | 


may be Poor, yet Juſt, and Content : 


Ill | 
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Ill ſpoken of, but till I can do well. 
Preſervation from S$iz, is a greater 
Mercy, then exemption from Suffer- 
i779, He thatlies under the molt a- 
cute Torment, may {ee another more 
ſadly cruciated, if not in his Body, 
by the Agonies of his mind , and 
there's no pain lo (mall, but God hath' 
a finger in it, though it be but the 
aching of the little finger. O pain, 
1n vain thou attempteſt me, ſo long 
as I can honeſtly bear thee ; and have 
{o much Caule of Joy, for my health- 
fal frame of Soul ; that he hath 
cur'd me of my Luft, and Avarice, 
Pride, and Paſſion, Envy, and Re- 
venge ; which diforders moſt mens 
Minds, and are more formidable, 
pernicious Evils, then thoſe that di- 
{temper their Bodies, and thruſt 
them into Hoſpitals, How ſhould 
that make me worle,- which makes 
not my felt worſe > "Tis not in my 
power to change my Condition, bur 
it isin My power to attainto ſuch a 
greatnels of mind, as'becomes a man ; 

$3 whereby 
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whereby I may be lifted up above the 
hurt of outward Croſſes. Ir may be 
in the power of others, to diſturb 
my outward Condition ; but it is1n * 
my own power, that they ſhall not 
diſtury my Mind. Falle Accuſations 
can no more deſtroy my Integrity, 
then a Prilcn exclude my Comfort. 
Tis not in my power to be handiom, 
or witty, always 1n health, orrich, 
but it 1s, to be Good or Virtuous ; to 
have a healthful, Beautiful Soul; to 
be Rich 11 good works : To turn 
Sicknel;, and Poverty, into Health, 
and Riches : to make a bad Cale 
good ; and Advantage, by Loſles. 
Danger, is better then Safety ; a 
Storm, then a perpetual Calm, if be- 
fore our Fears we were the World's, 
but afrer them God's. Who 15 4 
loſer ? that parts with a Boſom- 
Companion, and dwels ever after 10 
the Arm; of God, and is inflimed 
with a greater love of Heavenly 
things? that loſes a Friend, and gets 


God for his Father ; a Relation __ 
ar 
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far more intimate, indearing, and 
laſting ? That, if he by his ſubordi- 
nate Inſtruments remove my E- 


ſtate, ſecures me of Riches in Hea- 


ven, out of danger, above all acci- 
dents, and diſaſters. All Bodily 
pains and diſeaſes, are tolerable and 
caſie, to the pardoned, reconciled, 
and reformed, 7he /ahibitants ſhall 
not ſay Tam ſick , the people that divell 
therein ſhall be foretven : 
their Tniquity (0\. The ©) 3423 
moſt vehement Blaſts of ** 

this World, ſhall never intercept the 
Bzams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
the lifting up the light of his Coun- 
tenance upon me, which ſhall pur 
gladneſs into my heart, more then in 
the time, that my Corn and Wine, 
my worldly Goods encreated, If he 
with-draw ſome Temporal Enjoy - 
ments, he will leſſen my deſires, or 
give in the more of hunlelf, He can 
croud a great deal of Comfort, into 
a little of the Creature. Where the 
Poſſeſons are low, hecan heighten. 
I 4. the 
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the fruition ; or himſelf be inſtead þ 
ol them. Therefore hath taken upoi ric 
him the names of all other Comforts: xx. 
to intimate, that he is able to ſtand g@ 
tor all, they ſignifie, or are worth ,. 
our Portion , /pheritance , Habitation, c 
high Tower Shield, Shadow,Refuge,Buck- pl 
ler, Horn of Salvation, Strength, Deli- he 
verer, friend, Father, Husband, &c. 
WhatloeverBenefit orHelptulneſs we g: 
meet with i them, 1s 1n him to be 
found 1n a more excellent manner. | es 
We have reaſon to thank the World | þ 
if it love us not , if it make us place | 7, 
our Comfort and Content in God and ' & 
a good Conlcience. They are -un- n 
kind, whom we have obliged, but | b 
we repent not, if we have done ſuch | 9 
ungratciul perions good, and hereaf- n 
ter, place our hopes and expeCtati- wv 
ons above, Tis they thar injure me, a 
not i, that ought to be troubled ; ex- | n 
cept for their (in, not my own fuffer- | js 
inz. Let's not, when there is no | © 
fiult inthe Cauſe, make one 1n the | a 
Calamity, ſince, we ought rather | \ 
cQ j ; 


( 
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ea torender double praiſe, for our AMic- 
POL tions, and for our Innocency. When - 
itS: we are puniſh'd for our Crimes, we 
and ought to have Patience ; but when 


th 


we ſuffer innocently, we may well 


'07, 


be that call's me away to my true Rich- — 
-T. es, where my heartisalready.. It's 

Id | but a moveable that's removed - my 

Ce | Zaheritance is incorruptible, unde- 

d ' filed, fadeth not away. A little mo-- 

1- ney ſerves the 7ravelley; that hath 

It | but alittle way togo, Parum vis, . 

h | quid multum wviatici ? It's no diſho-- 

t- nour, or prejudice to a Pilgrim,” to 

l- want that,which would be aWeight, 

', , a Burden, anImpediment. To him, 

- , not only, alittle ſufficeth, but much ' --- 
- | 1s troubleſom, He's a Stranger, not-- 

> | only to his Reſidence, but to himſelf + 

2 | andis, rather where he is not, then 

; | where he is. . Earth is not the place: 
Lf, I 5 ; where} 


; 


- 


add Gladaels to it. Whatſoever is not - 
plealant, may. be uſeſul, - ſo ought to 


= 


be acceptable. - 


When I am unloaden of my Lug-- 
gage, Iamlighter for my Journey ;: 
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where I am to expect Glory, or 


Greatnels; I ſhall have enough above, 


and here too, ſo I can keep within 
my ſelf, and look upon other things 
with an indifferent eye. This 1s 
but my P#grimaze, my paſſage, (not 
my Countrey, or P'ace of reſt ) at 
moſt, my abode for a Night : where 
I muſt expe bad ulage, a trouble- 
ſom., unealie, uncomfortable paſ- 
{age : ſickneſles, loſſes, affronts, diſ- 
graces, tempeſtuous weather, rough 
Companions, that will turn me owt 
of my way, or juſtie, beſpatter, 
throw dirt upon me 2-77, This kind 
of uſage or condition, 1s but accord= 
inzto the Law, the Cuſtom of the 


place, the common Condition of | 


things init, I will not be ſolicitous 
for better Azcommodatiions, wherz 
muſt make fo ſhort a ſtay, and he 
gon : all will be amended when [I 


come to my Journeys end, the place _ 


of my Reft and Happineſs. Shall 1 
leave off thoughts of going home, 
becaule I {ce {ome handiome. Inns by 

the 
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the way > or another Road crols it ? 


be ſtartled when I meet with one dil- 
fatisfaction, where I look for many ? 


+ Idonbt not to receive, what I can. 
: juſtly deſire: Ifear not to ſuffer the: 


wrongs which do notdo. Iam in 


 nodanger by reaſon of 4/72 who loves: 


me as his Friend, and hath fo ſecur'd 
the Intereſt of all. thoſe who have- 
conſigned themſlclves to his Care, 

that they are ever happy, nothing can 
make them -.milerable, I am- fully. 
content with my particular allow-. 
ance ; the Countrey- w hither I-am- 
g0INg, ſhilt content me with the: 
meaneſ{t Entertainment upon - my. 
Road unto it. TI have ne power to 
make it all plain ; nor have bargain'd-: 
with God to makeit fo for me. Idy 
not think: there is any difiizulty 10 
the Divine methods, becauſe Iunder- 
ſtand them not : nor appoint him a 
time to beſtow rhoſe Courtchies, 
which I do not a2blolutely pray, that 
I may receive. Ido not:defire that he 
ſhould alter the Courſe of his Provi- 


dence... 
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dence;. to accommodate my preſent | 
Condition. Neither will Ithink that 
any thing talls out amiſs, though he 
permit that which I unjuſtly tufter 
trom:my Adverſaries, not to be recti- 


5 


din this Life ; fince I know it will, 
to my. infinite Advantage, be ſet in 
orderin another. Since the general 
Randevouz of all Happineſs, 1s on- 
ly there to be expected, where my 
Journey ends, my mind hall be al- 
waysfix d upon-it ; I will comfort 


my ſelf all the way,with the thoughts 


of what I ſhall enjoy, when I come 
unto it; 


weather, hardentertainment, home- 
ly fare, ſtrange uſage : 
with any thing; makes ſhift with eve- 
ry Inconvenience, minds not others 
layings, doings, or poſſeſſions as he 
pafſes on ; ſome are Chiding, others 
Dancing, others Plowing, others 
Building, &s: whilſt he's not at 
teaſure to think of any thing, but 
lis dear Connrey: 


ts content 


Sets not his heart 
76H, 


A Zraveller reckons of 
Storms, and Tempeſts, ill way, foul 
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on 115 77, which he muſt leave next 
morn : ſeeks not for Honours, or 
Oſhces in it. All his Care is, how 
he may pals ſafe, and well, and qui- 
etly, he hath enough at home. Here 
we have Houſes,as £oxes have Holes, 
and Birds of the Air have Neſts, to 
be chas'd and driven from them at 
plealure. No continuing City, but 
we ſeek. one to come. And, who 
would not contentedly go through a 
Priſon toa Palace? a Barren Wil- 


' dernels, to a Land of Promile ? en- 


dure the Crols,and deſpiſe the ſhame, 


' tor the Joy let before us ? The days 
of mourning will be ere long over, It 


our Crols be heavy, we have but a 


| little way to carry it. Nothing that 


hath a» end, can make a-man truly 
happy, or miſerable, This 1s but a 
ſtep of ill way, a pleaſant one is dear- 


| by bought with the loſs of Home, 


Tis a very fallaciousInference in any, 
to argue unkindneſs in - any temporal 
want or ſuffering, who hath a Title. 


to: an Eternal Inheritance and Re- 
waTrd., 
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ward. Were this Earth Hell, and 
the Men in it Devils, all the Suffer- 
ings we could undergo, were not 
worthy to be compared to our fu- 
ture Happineſs. What car'd the pro- 
to-Martyr St. Stepben, for gnathing 
Teeth, ſparkiing Eyes, killing Stones, 
Heaven opened made them pretzous, 
Our Thoughts, which bring vs in 
nothing but trouble and vexation, 


would as ſoon bring us 1a joy and 


plealure, did we turn them to pro- 
per objets. A Thought of the Hea- 


- £a;venly Glory, 1s as ſoon thought as of 
__ "an Earthly Crols. 


We complain, 
the World troubles-us, then; what 
do we there ? why get we not up, by 
the Elevation of -our Souls into that 
quieter Region ? What trouble 
would the thoughts of future Hippi- 
neis be unto us? O ! who would not 
expect. that a Journey which hath 
{o Bleſſed an Zad, and fo good Ac- 
commodations by the way, ſhould be 
paſſed with all Imaginable Chear- 


falneſs and Alacrity? That wcthould 
ES live. 


9 Os PILL 
t ” Tg he 8] *; alt deb eas Es 
* 


d&.4 y——_— FF 3» of 


. 
6 WOT DD I RE FEFIEEIN 


to Contentment. 183 


live here Learners and Practitioners 
of that State of unmixed, intermi- 


nable J-y, to which we aſpire? The 
moſt Formidable Calamiries of this 
World, are below all meaſure of 
Compariſon, to that Happineſs, 
which admits of no Zyperbole, in- 
tailed on patient Sufferers under 
them. | 


The Example of Chriſt, 


Onſidering our great £xemplar 

\ 4 of Suffering and Patience, how 
can we be /mpatient Sufferers ! who 
can be troubled at wart, that wor- 
ſhips a God, willing tolive and dye in 
Sorrow ? His Mother not Rich e- 
noughto bring a Lamb for an Offer- 
ing, a f2zw Barley Loaves and Fiſhes, 
proviſion for his Train? Or value 
Efteem, when he was-lo undervalued, 
traduced, envied, reproached, be- 
trayed by his own Servant, abandon- 
cd 


1 
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ed by all his Diſciples except one, 


who followed him longeſt, to re- 
nounce him the more ſhametully by 
a. three-fold abjuration ; put to 


death by his Countrey-men : his Tri- 
bute paid by a Fiſh ; bis Triumph ſo-- 
temniz d by. another's Aﬀes-Colt ; 


Born among Beaſts ; liv-d, if not up- 
on Alms, among Publicans:: dy'd 
among Thieves: His Birth without a 


Cradle ;, his Burial, without a Rag, . 


or Grave of his own; and, the price 
of his Blood -buys a Burial-place for 


Strangers. What lower degree of 
Poverty, then to take his beginning 


in a Stable? to make his End on a 
Dunghil? noifom and Ignominious 
through the Carkaſfes and Offences 
ot the Executed , - where he offered a 
Sacrifice of {weet ſmelling ſavour un- 


to God, and purchaſed Glory unto - 


Men. 


Why wouldſt :how not, . whoſe is : 
the Exrth, and the fulnels thereof, 
raiſe to thy felf a Palace compiled of 
thoſe pretious Stones, which lie hid :} 


in; 
1.9 
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e.. {inthe cloſe Coffer of that thy inferi- 
;our Treaſury ? and command all the 
' Potentates of the Earth to attend thy 
Train, with the Glorious Retinue of 
Bleſſed Angels ? Why did not thy 
). ſtately Followers, glitter in their 
ſhining Liveries? and the Quintel- 
fence of all this World's delicacies, 
appear to furniſh thy Table? ſince 
thou wouldeſt come to our £Zarth, 
why wouldeſt thou not enjoy the 
beſt Entertainment 2: could give 
' Thee ? but from the ſupereminent 
height of Glory, ſtoop to abaſe thy 
ſelf tothe ſufferance of Extremities 
| and Indignities: and fink thy ſelf to 
the bottom of Abjetedneſs, to exalt 
our Condition to the contrary Ex- 
treme ? How ſhould we learn both to 
want, and abound from zhee, when 
-- abounding with the Glory and Rich- 
es of Heaven,wouldeft want a Lodg- 
_ 11ng in thy firſt Welcom to the _ 
| World ? How can it deje& us to be <- 
 Irejected of the World, which is none 
Jof ours, when thou cameſt to thy 
own, 
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own, and thy own received thee not!}z/, 
What wonder for thy Servants toJal| 
walk about in Sheep-skins, and Goat-1C 
Skins, deſtitute, afflicted, torment-%- 
ed; when their Lord is denied Har: Jha 
bor, and ſafety for his Life? why lan 
wouldeſt thou be thus Homely, butJH; 
that, by contemning Wortdly Glo-}lif 
Ty, thou mighteſt teach us to do lo; |fo: 
and ſandifie Poverty unto them, jpa 
whom thou calleft unto /Vaxt||icc 
That,ſfince thou,whohadit the choiceſfir 
of all Earthly Conditions, wouldeſt|ni 
be born poor, and live deſpiſed, thoſe pl: 
which muſt want out of Neceſlity, jth 
might not think their Poverty grie-]to 
vous? Whocan murmur and repinel & 
under the harſheſt Uſages, that con-!eſt 
ſiders Thou ( who knew all from the)fa: 
beginning ) choſe to ſuffer uncivil]th 
men to crow'd thee with the Horſc}in 
and the Als in a publick Stable z toJ1s' 
have Contempt thrown upon thy] /- 
Poverty; and Negle& added to all In-Jm 
conveniences; not only to appearJM 
mean, but even to force —_— toJot 
| FD10K 


1rbink meanly of 
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Thee? Hethat made 


at-IContent; 


Jall places, finds none himſelf, and 1s 
He that hath many Manſe. 


at-%2s for others in his Father's Houte, 


ar-? 


oy 


hath not the leaſt privacy in an Inn, 
and complains not, repines not at 1t. 


2ut}He that would have given his chur« 
lo-jliſh Hoſt an Eternal Houſe in Heaven 
(0: |for asking for, cannot have the leaſt 


oof 
at |; 
ice} 


ell 


_ 


ICP 
[thin Table and Attendance, that calls 


LY] 


1e- 


| 


part of his here, becaule his Parents 
ſeem poor, yet fetches not down 
fire to conlume him for his Inhuma- 
nity. None will have cauſe to com- 
lain of his courſe Robes, hard Bed, 


to mind, how it was with the great 


ne! 
n-? 
he! 
V1] 
vs 
to: 
1y 
f-! 
ol 
to 
u 


King. Thoſe Zdols of the World's 
eſteem, ( Riches and Honour ) are fo 
far from making us truly Happy, that 
they are not of themſelves eligible , 
in the number of good things. No man 
is to be aſham'd of, or diſquieted with 
Tnnocent Poverty, of which our Zord 
made Election : or worthy to be his 
Member, that ſuffered ſo much for 
other mens fins, who cannot endure 
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ſolittle Afition, if not for his ſake, tiet 
yet forhisown. The beſt Expedient the 
to ſhame us out of Repinings, is, of. Inſ 
ten to draw this uneven parallel; Jufl 
confront our petty uneaſineſſes, with tha 
his unſpeakable Torments: It's im. 1 
poſſible then, ſurely, but our /4mi. on 
ration, and Gratitude muſt ſupplant Jeſl 
Our /7mpeticnce. elicate, tender De. 
Members, are undecent, unbecoming |bu1 
a Heaa ſtuck full of Thorns. Our we 
heavieſt Croſles are but Chips, or |to 
Shavings to his. ſto 


v 
- 


Fe that taketh not up his Croſs and cy. 
followeth him, i not worthy of hims ; as \abc 
not having the Courage , the Con: |m) 


| Rtancy, the Sincerity of a Chriſtian, fai 


or of one pretending to fo great Be- col 
nefits, ſuch high Privileges, ſuch ex- Su 
cellent Rewards as he propoſes ; not |bit 
worthy of the Honour to wait upon | Ga 
him; cannot be his Diſciple , not capable | mz 
to be reckon'd among them; ſhewing | ſha 
ſuch an incapacity to learn, declaring{1m 
ſuch an indiſpofition to tranſcribe Jfor 
thoſe needful Leflons of Humility, Pa-3 Ex! 

tlence, 
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e Lience, Self-refignation, ſubmiſſion to 
n: theDivineWill,fo fairly ſet him by the 
f. Inſtruction and Example of him who 
|: ſuffered for us, leaving us an Example 
h that we ſhould follow hisiteps. 
n. If my Headbutach, Ilay it down — 
i. on a ſoft Pillow, to eaſe my pain, and 
1 Jeſſen my grief ; whilſt thou haſt no 
2r Death-bed, but a Croſs ; or Boulſter, 
g but of 7horzs, whereon to lay thy 
17 weak and wearied Head : noCloaths 
Ir [to cover, Or ſhelter thee from the 
ſtormy Cold, but thofe of Innocen- 
zd cy. Whenl am Sick, my Friends 
as jabout me beſtir themſelves to eaſe 
1+ my diſeaſed Body, and revive my 
n, fainting Spirits with Cordials and 
e- comfortable words : while the only 
x. Succour thoſe about thee afford, are 
2t | bitter Scofts, and Wine mingled with 
n Gall at thy Hour of Death. How 
le: may my Face be confounded with 
g ſhame. who am ſo way-ward and 
g1 impatient to ſuffer a light AMiGtion, 
zeIfor, or from Thee, whoendur'd ſuch 
a-] extreme; unpitied Torments for = ? 
| an 
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Can we now imagin ita very Hap. Me! 
py thing, to be Highand Proſperous att 
inthe World ? to (wim in Afuence ab 
and Pleaſure? Can we take it for did 
a Miſery to be Mean and Low? to vol 
confiit with Wants and Straits here, Co 
ſeeing the Fountainof all Happinels tot 
purpoſely condeſcended to io for- diſc 
lorn a State, and was pleas'd to be- and 
come {o deep a Sufferer ? yl 
Beholding this Tragic SpeQa- and 
cle, with devout eyes of our minds, Tele 
how can we but diſregard the deceit- |ble. 
ful Vanities, the miſchievous De- |hin 
lights of this World ? how can we we 
but reconcile our Minds to the worſt «con 
Condition, ſupport our Hearts un- wh 
der the heavieſt Preſſures, ſubmit |Ch1 
chearfully to, gladly accept of the [hug 
Divine Diſpoſal, however grievous [Pro 
and afflitive to our natural Will ?{me! 
Can we reaſonably expect? can we \De1 
ardently deſire ? can we eagerly af- 
fet great Proſperity, when our Lord. 
taſted ſuch Adverſity? Can we ad- 
mire thoſe ſplendid Trifles which he! 
' never! 


7 to Contentment, I91 
. Never regarded in his Life, and which 
; athis Dcath only ſerved to mock and 
> abuſe him? Can wereltſh thoſe lor- 
> Lid Pleaſures, of which he willingly 
) vouchſated not to taſte, and the 
Contraries whereof hedying, *choſe 
3 tobear in the Extremity ? Can we 
- diſdain or deſpiſe a State of Sorrow 
- and Diſgrace, when he by volunta- 

Ty ſuſceprion of it, hath lo dignified 
- andgraced, by which we fo nearly 
Teſemble , and become ſo conforma- 
- |bleto him, concur and partake with 
- him, yea, by which in ſome Caſes 
e we may promote, and after a ſort, 
{ «compleat his deſigns, filling up that 
- which 15 behind, of the AfMictions of 
tiChriſt in our fleſh ? who can now 
'hugely prefer, being eſteemed, ap- 
5s proved, favoured, commended by 
? men, before their Infamie, Reproach, 
e\Deriſion, Perlecution? who can be 
= {Ambitious of Worldly Honour or 
d]Repute, Covetous of Wealth , or 
-Jgreedy of Pleaſure, who obſerves 
clhim chuſing rather to hang upon a 
FN. | _—_ 
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Croſs, then ſit upon a Throne: In. 6G 
viting the Clamours of Scorn and m 
Spite, rather then Acclamations of \ 
Bleſſing and Praiſe : Deveſting him. * 
ſelf of all ſecular Power, Pomp, yi 
Plenty , Conveniency , and Solace: 


An 
Embracing the Garb of a Slave, the $tc 
Repute of a Malefa&tor , before the to 
Dignity and Reipect of a Prince, ſo} 
which were his Due, which he moſt D! 

eaſily could have obtained, E 
Here thou healedſt all that came Wc 
untoThee ; far be it from me,to thinktha 
thy Glory hath abated of thy Power, Na 
of thy Mercy, of thy Compaſſion: dw. 
that the Head 1s leſs pitiful on theþs © 
Throne, then on the Foot-ſtool. Into : 
all our Afflictions, thou art aflicted.hea 
Still and ever. thou ert our Aſſuredferi 
Faithful, All-ſufficient Phyſician, ancPre 
healeſt all that come unto Thee 1:Þn « 
our Maladies ! tis as impoſſible wirui 
ſhould wazt help, as thou Power, anchwe 
Mercy. No Diſeaſe ſhall ever thrukÞou 
any of thy Patients into the GraveReſ! 
till thou turn the Key, and m_ ifExe: 
oe | 
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n- Give me but as much Comfort in this 
1d ny Sorrow,, as thou givelt me Secs- 
ol ity, and at my worſt I ſhall do well, 
n- | Now isthe time of my great Pro<- 
p, vidence, and Patience, Fortitude, 
e: and Courage : to bring forth that 
he $tore, I have been ſo long gatheriog: 
hc to practiſe that Chriſtianity, Thave 
e, Jopleaſantly, ſo peaceably profeſſed. 
| D! let my Temper, and Moderation 
dppear in this difficulty. Let the 
ne World ſee the fruit of my Religion; 
nkFhat there is more in it then a bare 
er. Name ; that I can wiſely digeſt my 
n:bwn deſires; as well adviſe my ſelf, 
hs others. *'Tis a ſcandal to Religion, 
Into affi& our ſelves with great and 
ed. heavy Sadneſs ; whilſt patient Suf- 
edferings, are highly inſtructive to our 
n(Prethren, Where is the Conſolati- 
i:Þn of Holy Scripture ? where 1s the 
wihruit of Preaching ? where is the 
ndweetneſs of Prayer ? where 1s the 
uſPDounſel of wiſe Men? where is the 
veReſult of Experience ? where is the 
 itÞExerciſe of Faith, - and Love, and 
iv. K Pati- 
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Patience ? 
Thoughts, Purpoles, and Reſoluti- 


Humility., Gentleneſs, and Meek. 
neſs ; Charity, and Compaſſion ; 


Kindneſs, and Af/ability ; Mildnels, | 
Truſt, and Con- | 


and.Forgrwenels , 
fidence. An Abyſs of Love, of Mer-| 


, Cy, of Dolor, of TIgnominy , of | 


| 


| 


Blood, of Loathing, of Exceſs, of. 
Admiration, of Amazement , which | 
{welleth all Thoughts, drierh up all | 
Tears, ſtoppeth all Mouths, eaſeth | 


all Pains, drencheth all Conceptions, |, 
; dims the Luſtre of all Earthly Gran- ; 
dure and Beauty, damps the Scenes « 


of all. Carnal delights and (atisfacti-] 
0n, | 


where are my good | } Of 


o well taken in the time of my 
Prodimies. to be an Example of Cou+ ! 
Tage to the reſt of Mankind ? where |? 
is.that Cloud of Witnefles, of ſo mx- | 
ny patient ones, whoſe Conſtancy I | 
have ſooft admired ? Eipecially, wy |: 
Lord and Saviour, the moſt glorious | 
Characer of Patience, and Submitl- | 
ſion ; Freedom, and Courteſie ; Can- | 
dor, and. Ingenuity ; Lowlinels, and | 


"Ye 
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0n.quaſhes all that extravagant Gleez 
which we can find in any wild Fro- 
lick, or Riotous Merriment ; ftain- 
eth all our Pride, checks all wan- 


2 tonneſſes, diſpoles our Minds to pre- 
: fer ſubmiſſion to God's will, before 


Compliance with the Fancies and 


: Deſires of Men. Who can now 
' Complain, he doth, -or ſuffereth too 
' much? or 1s treated with leſs Ten- 


l derneſs then he detferves? All Ten- 


dure, is nothing, to what I ſhould, 
and thou didſt tor me, O Saviour ; 
the Contemplation and Application 


of thy Sufterings, 1s enough to ſweer- 


| en a whole Life of Bitterneſs. I care 


| Soul. 


nat how unpleaſant a Portion I find 


here, ſo the Power and Virtue of thy 
pretious Death may ſeaſon it to my 


| 


—— 
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The Conclſ;on. 


ND now methinks amidſt zheſe | 
| 7 houghts.,it 1s no uneaſie thing, | 
in all Eſtates to be Cortent : And, . 


IDE TOES 


not ſo much to Seffer, as Recerve all 


to 


that happens, as if I would not have 


it fall our otherwiſe. Methinks TI : 


could now extract, gain out of Lol- | 
ſes, and ſtand upon the Ruins of 


them, ſaying, I have loſt nothing ; | 
make Damage it ſelf, give Intereſt, | 
tor whatever it takes from me; the ' 
croſleſt Accidents, advantage, com- | 
ply with , and ſerve my main Con: | 
cern; and my very Enemies, tri- | 


butary to my Welfare. 


þ 


Oh! how unconcern'd might I 
| paſs through the Allurements and © 


&c-t m9” ”Y 


Afﬀrightments of this Flattering, Mo- | 
| lefting, Tumultuous, Buſie World, | "4 
| but for my baſe, diſtruſtful, evil], . 

heart | 
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| heart of unbelief, tin departing from 
"]the Living God : who by his own 

Communication, can make a rich 
[ Amends for the lols of any Temporal 

| Concernments: and deliver me from 
| the want of them, even while they 
| are wanting, That will not fail to 
| give Patience, if not Peace , Con- 


| tentment, if not Riches , Submiſlion 


[to his I/l, if not the fulkilling of 
| 1) WP. And, 'tis almoſt all one, 
| Never to be iz axt, or never to be 
without Contentment, 
Was my Treaſure in Heaven , and] 
| my Heart fixed there, uponthe Cen- 
| ter of my Bliſs and Happineſs, how | 
'unmovd would the Rumours of 
| Wars, and Devaſtations, find, and- 
leave me, which invade, and agi- 
| tate mensBreaſts; and ſo diſturb their. 
| moſt pleaſant, compoſed Hours. TI, 


| fhould let him alone - to rule the 


World, that madeit , to take Care 
of me and mine, who hath ingaged 
it; who cannot but doit ; whoſe 
Care and Proyidence watches over. 
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me ; whole Eye, and Eir, andiTu 
Arms, are open to me ; whoſe Bows; 
els yearn for me ; whoſe Blood pur-JSt: 
chasd me, whoſe Eternal Bleſſed-JAg 
neſs awaits me. tat 
Had I conquer'd my Inclinations jfra 
to things below ; and raisd my Mindiny 
above their Croſſes and Contents: ' 
DidIalwaies retain a profound Indif- | liv 
terence for all thoſe various Fancies | tut 
which trouble and diſlquiet the dote- | Fo 
ing Worldling, and its fond Admi- fec 
Ters: How Confidently, Undant-J Fo 
edly, might I marchamong them ;J ru 
dreadleſs; unſhaken, unconfuſed ; | w! 
deſpiſing all that, which is the ſtrife | na 
and vexation, toil, and ruin of Man- | Bu 
kind. F I thi 
Were I but once ariv'd at a true | m: 
Indifferency of Mind , *Acquieſcence | 
1n, Reſignation, ready Compliance | W! 
to Infinite Wiſdom, Power, and | ab 
Goodnels ; and fear'd doing, inſtead | di, 
of ſuffering Evil: How Serene? how | ati 
full of Tranquillity ſhould I be, a- | ſu: 
midſt the Changes, Commotions, | by 
Tu-j 
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ndi;Tumults, and Convulfions, of this 
y-gtormy Region , this uncertain 
-FState F Though my Lot fell in thar 
d-JAge, that ſtands next the Worlds 
{laſt Calenture, when the whole 
ns /frame of Nature ſhall be in an Ago- 
1d | ny, and Burning Fit f 
5: | Did myFaith give me a conſtant 
f-] lively view, of thole Rewaras of Ver- 
es. tue Gd hath promisd ; and his 
2- | Followers are now Bleſſed in; how 
1-; ſecure ſhould I ſit from the Blaſts of 
| Fortune, in that place of uninter-- 
-] rupted, perfed Joy and look-down 
. |] with Compaſſion, Scorn, and Indig- 
| | nation, upon this little Mole-hill of 
- | Buſie Ants, as Fools and Mad-men ; 
| though all the World confpir'd to- 
2 | make me miſerable ? 
> | . Oh! CouldlI but be takenup more 
| 


| with the Love of God , had I an 
abvolute Zmpire over my Paſſions - 
| did I rightly embrace the Reconcili- 
| ation wrought with him through Je- 
| ſus Chriſt, and maintain'd that Faith 
1 by good Works (' without which 
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Food, it falls into a ſhaking Palſie, | ; 
and pinesaway ) werel always care- 
ful of pleaſing him, and my own ' 
Conſcience: might I but ſee, and leel * 
the lovelineſs of my dear Redeemer, ' 
till my heart was fill d, and raviſht, 
Had I but more of 


with that Love, 
the Spirit of Adoption, and thoſe 
Filial Aﬀecions to my Heavenly Fa- 


ther: could I but breath and pant 


more earneſtly after him, and main- 


tain a conſtant Correfpondence and | 
Communion with him: how little 


ſhould I value, how eaſily could I 


{pare thoſe Trifles the purblind | 
World admire? how careleſs ſhould | 
I be, who had the Pleaſures, Ho- | 


nours, Riches of it? how far ſhould 
I be from envying of them? I would 
pity the miſerable Zyrazts of this 


World, as S/aves, and worle then | 
Begears, that taſt not of that King- 
dom of Love and Pleaſure which 
dwells in a true Believers Breaſt ? I 
would bear the loſs of other things, | 
with the ſame frame of Spirit, I en- 


joy d 


to Contentment. 2or: 
> | joy dthem: refuſe to part with no. 
© ; enjoyment, to ſecure this : and fol- 
| low all the Pomp, and Pleaſure of 
* } the World to the Grave, without 2 
| fad Heart; or a ſorrowful Counte- 
: | nance.. I would fit down Content-- 
' | edly, ina ſence of my Father's Love, 
" | though I had nothing elle ; yea, 
' | Teckon I: had all, if I wanted nor 
| this. Reſt fatisfi'd if. I have but a 
' Father in Heaven, though l have ze- 
|, vera Friend upon Earth , ſhew us the 
|| Father; andit ſufficeth ns.. Death it) 
 felf ſhould not diſmay me ; but be: 
 welcomd with Foy and Gladreſs, as: 
' an Zuxilizryſent from God, to gtve 
me the Day and 7 riumph over all my | 
Corflitts : To free from the Troubles, .| 
and Uneaſineſs of a-wretched Life. ; 
 Thattakes off all our Burdens: ſtrikes 
| the ſweat off our Brow ,- calls us for 
ever oft our war-fare ;. ſounds the. 
| Joytul Retreat from all our Conflicts, - 
| frees the Caprive without Ranſome , | 
| diſmiſſes the Oppreſſed, without the: 
| conſent of. the. Opprefſor ; brings 
| K.5, ROS. 


. Diſaſters ; 
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| bome. the Baniſhed, in ſpite of the 
heals the Sic, without | 


Baniſher ; 
pain of Phyſic z mends. all. marred. 
Fortunes, repairs all. Damages and. 
makes. even all Niiorders, 
and. Inequalities ; -. neceſſitates us to 
be no more miſerable. The Duſt of 
the Grave willdry,up our Tears , bu- 
Ty all our:Cares, 1n Silence and Obli- 


 vion.. We ſhall have a ſure Repoſe 


in.that Bedof Reft,_ and never be put 
to the Hazardof a Battel more. His 
Everlaſting Arms ſtand open to re- 


\ celve and crown. us., (as ſoon as the 


hghtisover ) in that quiet Region., 


where. all Evil is ſeparated from us, | 


no Enemy to appear againſt us, no 
Diſcompolure, Interruption, or end, 


of perteft. Joy, Tranquillity , and: 


Happineſs. Where patlent,, chear- 


| ful enduring Hardſhip in our //ar- 
fare, 1s recorded. 
| our Faithful Services: 


reckon d amon 

 lght. AMiar- 
ons for a Moment, rewarded with a 
far more exceeding. and Eternal 


weight of Glory. . Where, we ſhall 
put. : 


CY 


Br 


Cre 


of 
+ Sce 
| Kir 


are 


; cal 


Pre 
del 


fide 
| ſol 


Ou 
the; 
Inji 
OT ( 
or . 
tan 
fam 
tair 
wh 
Spe 
elo 
the 


Out 


tuo 


Inn 


to Contentment. 203 


put off our Helmet, and put on our| 
Crown: exchangethe whole Armour: 
| of God, for Robes and Diadems, 


\ Scepters and Palms ; ' Enſigns of | 


Kings, and Conquerours. Where 
are Manſions made ready for us, that 
call Zſcnurial's, ZLoyvres, the ſtatelieſt, 
proudeft Structures, but better mo-- 
dell d Dazg-hills, leſſening into Incon» 
ſiderablene(s, undecernableneſs. Av 
ſolid ſecure Reſting place, after 
our weary Pilgrimage, 1n os8r £#a- 
ther's Hoaſe and Zove:; liable tono- 
Injury, Repair, or Decay, Hazard, 
or Calamity, Fire,-or Storm, Thiet, 
. or Moth, Diſturbance, Difinheri- 
tance, or Eje&tment. Where he wilÞ 
familiarly converſe with , and enter- 
tain all his Domeſtics, his Followers ; 


who ſhall be, nor as unconcern'd: 
Spectators, bur Interefted Poſleſſors; . 


elorifi'd together with him: Where ! 
the 7ree of Knowleds, ſhall be with- 


out Encloſure : and the moſt Volup=« | 


tuous ZÞ:cariſm in reference to it, be: 
|! It beneis 
nnocent,.. Where there ſhall be net- 


| 


ther! 
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' ther Zuſt,nor forbidden Fruit, Where 


the- pleaſure of Speculation ſball be 
without the Toil; and that Maxim 
be eternally antiquated, He that en- 


\ ereaſes. Knowledg, encreaſeth. Sorrow.. © 


Where weſhall diſcern the apt Con- * 
juncures, and admirable Dependan- | 
ciesof things, which, when acted up-- | 
onthe Stageot this World, ſeem'd lo | 


cgrols.,. ſo perplex'd, fo full of miſte- | 


Tous [ntricacy. Where we ſhall for 


ever contemplate the Extent and 
Reſtraint of that All-creating, All- 
ruling Power,. the principle of all | 
ation; life, and motion through . 


the whole Creation,. that turns the 
mighty wheel of Providence , 
throughout the ſucceſſion of. all 


Time... Where Goodneſs, Grace, 


and Mercy ſhall be fully opened ; and 


the difficulty vaniſh,. of reconciling: 


E£tutherty Severity,with Zove, Where 


after all diſcompoſures here, our Spi- 
rits-(hall* return-to a Conſiſtency ;. 
andthe ſame invariable appearances- 


aft Glory, . be.always preſent, with 


OuT: 


TIC 1 OY 
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| out being ſullied,. obſcured, or ina 
! declination, Where the Law of 


Sin, ſhall never check the Law of 
God ; but all Rebellious Relucan- 


.] cies, Contentions, Contradictions 


| ceale forever. No more Reproach- 
. | es, Opprefſions, or Perſecutions. No 
- | more falſe Accuſations,. halings into. 


' Priſons, draggings before Tribunals, 


' No more wandring into Deſarts, in 


: and Cavesof the Earth, All Infirmi-/) 
ties, ſinful Inclinations, and Indiſpo- 
| fitions ,, unmortifid Corruptions, | 
; tumultuous Paſſions, Storms, and 


Sheep-skins,. in Goat-skins, in Dens, 


Tempeſts, Fears, and Cares, Pains, 

Diſeaſes, Diſtempers, and Uneaſi-- 
neſſes, are wholy Cured and Re- 
moved, have now found a Period.., 
are for'ever vaniſhd and doneaway. } 


[C2077] 
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| THE 
CHRISTIANS 
' Cenrage and Encouragement 
Againſt 
E vitl-TipinGgs, 
And the Fear of 


DEAT H.: 


P[al. 112, 7; 

| He ſhall not be afraid of Full T idings: 
His Heart ts fixed, truſting in the 

Zord. | | 


__—_— 


—— 


'N Times of Troubte and Per 

] plexity , ariſing through - the 
proſpects and prognoſtics of. ap, 
proaching miſeries ;, when mens 
| Hearts are failing them for fear, and 
| for looking after thoſe things that 


g 
e 
Y 
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Reſtand Peace, which they can ne- # 
ver poſſeſs, who entertain £v!l ' 
Zidings with diſmaied minds, and hos 


fot 


Trouble isthe great diſturber of Hu- ! wat 
mane Life ; moleſts our quiet hours | wy 


more then the Calamity it ſelf ; 2%} 


encreaſes-the preſent Burthen , by 
adding to it all that poſſibly we may ect, 
undergo, Tis therefore no inconſ1- hen 
derable part of his Perogative and F* \ 
Happineſs, that feareth the Zord, oth 
(i) vn That aelightcth greatlyin his | Ci 
Commanaments (a): That Wh A 
he is of a ſtable eſtabliſy'd Spirit , P22 
fixed for all Eſſays, toſtand firm, to |F*P 
Tetain the quiet and ſerenity of his [77 


Soul, notwithſtanding all Adfinanees þ2 (0 


O(CiIrences}s and. 
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_ land Difafters ; though all about him 
1 be in aCombuftion - immutably re- 
. Holv'd to maintain his ſtation, not- 
/ {withſtanding all the attempts made 
| jto beat him trom it, Z7hough an Hoſt 
_ ſhould encamp againſt me, my Heart 
> ſpall not fear ; though Var ſhouldriſe 
; (42ainſt me, in this will The 
_ {Confident (b). Plots, or 4 a 
. Invaſions, threatning De- 
_ vaſtation, Ruin, and general De- 
 ftruction, move not, nor invade his 
pious armed Breaſt , which is proof 
' againſt all thoſe occaſions which un- 
Loos and tranſport all others , they 
Jhall leave him as they find him , e- 
\re@, ſettled, not to be moved by 
them, The Tranquillity of his mind 
e will hold faſt, and not let it go, 
nothing ſhall diſturb him ſo long as 
he lives. He laughs at all thoſe fool- 
iſh Amuſements, to which others a- 
bandon themſelves : and lives as 
comfortably, notwithſtanding all 
forms and inconveniences, as others, 
pa the moſt ſerene undiſturbed State. 


| 


_ caſualty or diſappointment , 7ke 


210 Encouragement againſk 


A perpetual natural goodneſs, is nei | 
ther diminiſhed nor ſhaken with any 


Righteous ts anEverlaſting Evi 
(c) Prov. 10 Foundation (c), He fails! 
5. 
along this Tempeſtuous 
Sea, where one Wave is perpetually |Ca/a 
preſſing upon the neck of another, part, 
with an even, calm, ſerene Soul : en-l//, 
tertains the feirceſt Threatning with|mer 
an unſhaken mind : ſtands unmov'd,}ſtro 
when all things are ſtaggering andjwhc 
reeling into diſorder and ContuſionJWh 
Fearlels|y beholds an awaiting dan{Rui 
ger. Is privilegd againſt the dreadjgatl 
of thoſe approaching Storms whichjEar: 
affright and alarum ail the World,fhall 
Fe Toall not be afraid of Evil T idings}It m 
8&c, For, He ſettles theſe things 1nthe 
his Heart, That _ |[that 
(1) Feared Fvils peradventhriLor, 
may not come : Or not come! 
(a) Pſat. 91. nigh him (d). lmpendent 
, Judgments may blow 07 
ver, be warded off; The _ dejand 
ver 
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livered by the pureneſs 
jof his Hands /e). God (e) Fob 22. 


30s 


l 
} 


j God always in Judgment re- Þ 
h\members Mercy : charges the de- "8 
,.ſtroyer not to come nigh any, on 4.4 
diwhom is the mark /g). | 
hen a Nation isripe tor &/ 5721+ 
uin, & the Harveſt-man 
gathereth the Corn, and reapeth. the 
Ears, with his Arms, gleaning grapes 
hall be left in it, ec. (#) 
It may be, He (hall be in © 7 77 
the number of the few | 
[that ſhall be hid in the day of the 
{Lord's Anger, as ſtanding Monu- 
ments of Divine Conduct and Safe- 
uard, 
1 (2) His main Concern #s ſecured 
Jand out of danger. He is Rich in 
Faith 
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(4) Fa. 2:5, Faith (#). Rich in goo 


(1) 1 Tim, Works (7), Rich towarc! 


18, God (w-). His Life 1s hic! 

(m) Li 12. with Chriſt in God (7) 

(n) col. 3.3, Eternal Life, {upernatu} . 

Tal goods, are 1ncorrup4. 

tible, independent on Fortune, eaſic 

to conlerve, not liable to ſpoil, or: 

violent Hand, External Comforts 

or Crofles make little Acceſſion to, 

or diminution from the ſatisfaction 

; and ſerenity of his Spirit. 

ter not to need, to be above, then 

 #njoy Abundance. All is well, as long 
a it is well withiz, When Simeon hadIÞ% 

| Chrift in his Arms, and Zacheus Chriſt TS: 

' in his Houſe, how little were they bo 
taken with, or concerned for other{* 

, things? His real wants he preſumes 

ſhall be ſupply'd. God will not for- 

ſake us in our honeſt Endeavours : 

He hath ways to help, when vilible' 

ſupplies are removed out of the view! 

of ſenſe. And, 4 /ittle ſuffices, 

God give no more, | 

enough for the Service and Honour 


_ ; 
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heexpedcts from us, to ſuſtain us in 
pur Journey to a better Life. Ir's 
pot -2bundance men need, but /atisfi- 
a minas, Having ( bare ) Food and 
© Raiment, let us be there- | 
 pith Content (0). The con- ©) " Tim. 6. 
inuance of that he rec- * 
kons a preat favour, a 
ew engagement{p), For 0):Gem 28, 
uch wealth, none are | 
pearer Happineſs, nor further from 
he Grave, Ere long, all are turned 
put of the World, as naked as they 
aFame into it ; and a little Time, 
.gibould make but a little difference. 
Sour great Imperfection.to diſlike 
:yFhe periect will of God, Two ſtraight 
Kt hings apply'd together, cloſe al a- 
long, that which cloſeth not with 
What is ſtraight,muſt needs be crook- 
td. God is too Juſt todo us wrong, | 
and too Good to do us Hurt, and roo 
whiſe not to know what will do us! 
::$ood or hurt. Therefore his Children 
: Tefer all to him, to diſpoſe of Them 
knd: Zheirs, They capitulate not 
with 
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with him what they will have, hoy tox 
much only they will ſuffer ; but re-w1 
ſolve all into his will and pleaſure, 
be it never ſo diſmal and afflictive :: 
T7 ho:gh thou haſt ſore broken us in the 
place of Dragons , and covered us with Of | 
the ſhadow of Death, &c. ll this Ty 


come upon us, yet have we not forgottenÞMal 


Thee, neither have we dealt falſly inwe 
(1) Pſal. 44+ thy Covenant (4). "Tis bo 


9. Kc. nough for them that theredpl 
(1) Heb. 11- # a God (r), that ſtillfor 
: watches over, hatha per-fire 
(5) 1Pz#. 5. ticular Care of them (s),h0v 
that will not_be.prodigal 
of their Lives, and Comforts, but 
uſe them to his Glory, and their 
oreatelt Honour, Gain, and Satisfacti- 
on at thelaſt, That, not an Hair of 
| their Head can fall with- 

( Math. 19: gut his Providence (2). 
: much leſs the Head it ſelf. 
That nothing befalls them but in 
Mercy, for thezr good, ( better then 
if 1t had been otherwiſe ) which hd 
hath promis'd them ia all his dealingsſton 
toward 
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w towards them, - That all ſhall go well 
e- With them, or exd well tor them. 
That he will not leave them to inſup- 
.portable difficulties (). (w) Pſel. 2 
That ( maugre the malice 23, 24. 4 


f men or Divels ) He = £9 10-13- 
2 C0r. 4+ 16. 


3 
I 


fi *7 guide them to Eter- 


-x0al Lite (w), and we may (») Luke 12. 
inwelllet him take his own *** 
e-merhod io bring us thither.Such great 
r:$pirits as his, welcom, if not long 
illfor an opportunity to try their 
r-ſtrength, and ſhow their Courage, 
5),how they can maintain their Joy and 
Jatifaction in God, though deſtitute, 
þnd deprived of all Creature-ſup- 
orts and Comforts (x). 
e arms himſelf with 7; 


, ”, _ . 
—— —_— — =_—_ oper a et - 25 4 > *%*. Fu 
ASS o2 
» þ- us , 


.porthy Hero's, who are gone before 
) him ; The Complection and Conſti- 
If tution of his Soul we find upon Re- 
incord. It 1s the Lord, let him do 
enfwhat ſeemeth him good : 

hſ7). The people ſpake of (7) 7 San.3- 
gftoning him, but David 
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encouraged himſelſ in bk 

(4)154.3% the Lord his God (=), JV: 
Good is the word of the Ya 
Lord which thou haſt Jthe 

(a) 2 Kin.20. Tpoken (4). The Lord JFo' 
19 gave, and the Lord hath |the 
taken away,blefſed be the iLo! 

(5) Fob 1.21. name of the Lord (6). Go 
God is our Refuge and |(f, 

Strength, a very preſent help in] ( 
Trouble : Therefore will we not fear, |vc7 
though the Earth be removed, and, {Th 
though the Mountains be carried 1n- tun 
to the midſt of the Sea , though the} W1 
waters thereof roar, and|/the 

VG 4% betroubled, &c. (c) They |1n(} 
went departed from the pre- |: 
ſence of the Council, rejoicing that |Þ1 
they were counted worthy to luffer 147 
(0) Alt ſhame for his name (4), |No 
-#* And took joyfully the|Pu: 
ſpoiling of their Goods, knowing in poſ 
themſelves that they have in Heaven | Van 
a better, and an enduring Mel 
Subſtance (e). AlthoughJ248 
the Fig-Tree ſhall not. loot 
bloſſom, 


(e) Heb. 10, 
34» 


xy 
b, 
T 
j 
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zloſſom, -neither ſhall fruit be in the 
iV.nes, the labor of the Olive ſhall 
Fail, and the Feilds ſhall yeild no mear, 
the Flocks ſhall be cut off from the 
/Fold, and there ſhall be no Herdin 
Ithe Stalls: yet I will rejvice in the 
{ [Lord, I will joy 12 the 

). God of my Salvation C/ HS. 3. 


dF) I7, I2, 
n | (3) The great Soveraign of Fea- 


r, ver and Earth governs the HVorld, 
1, There are no wild accidents of For- 
-. tune. Things are not left to the 
Walls of men, to blind Chance, to 
d||rbeir own Contingency :. but are all 
y \inſpe&ted, guided, and ordered by 
. hin; with good Advice, However 
t things go or varie, he 1s ſtill the 
.r{lame, and will order all things well, 
),1No ſnares, intrigues , or diificulties 
elpuzzle, or prevent the ways and pur- 
1 | poſes of God. Whatſoever Contri- 
n\|vances, and Confuſions be amongft 
gmen, He till keeps his Throne ; ma- 
h{nages his regal Office ; never lets 
Jlooſe the Reigns of his Government 
| of 
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of the World, though the Inſtru- ]1y 
ments of his over-ruling Power may 1] V< 
be guilty of Violence and Injuſtice, ]C 
If thou ſeeſt the oppreſſion of the Poox, | di 
and violent perverting of Tuagment and 14n 
Juſtice is « Province, marvel not at the | dc 
matter ; for he that i higher then the bl 
_ higheſt, regardeth,and there” E1 

(2) Eccleſ. 5 be higher then they (g).\( h 
: The Trapical Rents and |8« 
Revolutions of States and Kingdoms ; {ee 
the Fate of Ce/ar, and Porpey; the | MM 
diſappointment of Councils ; the] Cr 
confervation of the Capito! , the del1S” 


cels ; thedilrobing of Majefty ; the1”7- 
pulling aſunder the Thrones of © 
mighty Empires, the numerous Ac-| th 
cidents andTraverfes of HumaneLifey 4: 
all Tranſa&ions publick and private, pie 
depend upon the diſpoſing will an q as 
pleaſure of- God. - He over-rules all val 
Conſultations, Aﬀairs, Deſigns, and thi 
Endeavours, Concerning Kingdom 4 
3nd Communities, 1n Infinite Wil 
dom, asis moſt conducing to the hof #4 
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 ]ly and juſt Ends of the Divine Go- 
y ]verament, and good of his people. 
+ ]Can and will as he ſees beſt, blaſt and 
-, 1diſappoint the moſt politick devices, 
4 Jand machinations, infatuatethe pru- 
,, | denteſt Councils, defeat the formida- 
;e | bleſt Army or Armada,and make the 
--|Earth help the Woman 

), 1h), bring about his own () _— 


? 


d |glorious deſigns, by what 
:.| ſeemed moſt to oppoſe it s ſuffer no 
1c) more Ambitious Rage, Spite, and 
1e | Cruelty then ſhall conduce eo it ; 
n j Surely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe 
Thee, the remainaer of | 
nelwrath ſhalt thou reſtrain C) ſa. 75. 
1). He ftilleth the noiſe of * | 
|the Seas, the noiſe of their Waves] 
| and the Tumult of the peo- 
ple (4), though they ſeem ( &/ Pſa. 65. 
{as upgovernabie as .the Me) 
| vaſt Ocean. Saying, hitherto ſhalt 
| thoucome, but nofarther, and here 
3:4 ſhall thy proud Waves be 
1) aid (2). If he be fo punc- C P Job 35, 
| tral and exat?, as toweigh 
| L 2 the 


(4) Job 28. 
. 25» 
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the //inds, and meaſure the Haters | 
in diſpencing them (m): 
much morein orderingthe |; 
Governments, States. and : 
Afﬀairs of the World. He rulcth by hjs . 
Power for ever, his Eyes beho/d the Was. 

tions ; let not the Rebels 
(n) Pſal. 65. 015 exalt themſelves (n).\! | 
Mm | Tis very unluitable to|! 
the Spirit and Power of Religion, to! £ 
Siveupall for loſt, when ſecond Cau-!! , 


my on wy ww Oo tad a. 


tes fail,as to Divine Ability and Fide- | T 


lity, for rhe accomplithing and effe&t-|| 4} 
ing of what concerns himſelt and us ,}! », 
the Glory of his Name and Kingdom,]! © 
and our Good, as ſubordinate and re-}} 
Jated thereunro. And no good man! g, 
can look for any thing, to the diſhonor.] fe 
of hisGod,and to the real prejudice of] «, 
God's great Concern and Kingdom.) 4; 
Be ſure, his Intereſt ſhall proſper] #;, 
more or leſs, and all attempts to un-! $c 
dermine it, be*defeated. The Phil at 
liſtins conquered /ſrael, but the w 
Ark conquered the Philitins, Hell w 
will havea Church in the World, and} T; 

apy. 


— oa. 
wy 
ST AO ROPES 


. 
© @ 
m— = 
: £1 uz %Y 
ds a Ts; 22 Er Sos " I NY 


- 


I®%.. TS 
* 


"#5, 26-6 


1- 


il 


Hel 
ad 
af! 


"— adore 


Evil Tid'ngs. - 22T' 
an Altar in it. The 7 aberpacle may 


have its remove, but ſhall never be 


deſtroy a, till folded up in his Sanitua- 


7y. We may compoſedly leave that 
1 tohimſelf, which he hath ſo nearly 
| eſpouſed, laid ſo near his own heart. 


He will diſperſe the black Cloud.that 


1 itfall not in a Storm ; or bring light 
| out of darkneſs, order out of contu- 
| ſion, good out of other's thoughts- 
| and defigns of Evils (0). 
&-|| The Removal, hath been \C 


(0) Ges "Os 


| the /preading of the Gof- 43 # 
! pel; theblood of Martyrs the Seed 
| of the Church : proſelyted. its Perſe- 


cutors, who have leaped out-of Inki- 
delity, into Martyrdom. | 
ſee God at the exd of Cauſes, we 
could no more. murmur at his: Provi- 
dence, then we can againſt his Crea- 
tion. Shall we preſcribe Rules to that 


Soveraign, .how toa@,. that are un- 
able to preſcribe our own Remedy? 


we may well truſt him to ryle' the 
World, who hath done it nigh Six 
Thouſand Years, without commit» 
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ting one Error or over-ſight.Rejoice- | 
ng that he hath an unqueſtionable !? 
{yperintendency over all the Beings, | 
Motions, and Acions of his Crea-.. 


Advantages be great, their Contri-|/ 


their Endeavours. vigorous ; though| 
every oneſeem to be for them, and |! 


thing vifible, but Bones exceeding | 
dry, and ſcattered in the Valley ; 
though Machiavel himſelf: projects |: 
and contrives, and Zchitophel join in | 


 Encottragement againſt 


tures. Say among the Fleathen, that 
the Zord reigneth , let the Zarth re- 
Joice, let the multitude of the Zfles 
(which are moſt ſubje& to Tempelts, 
Inundations, changes in the Air and 
State ) be 
(p). Be they never o|/ 
"much jn danger, by rea- 
ſon of their Inſolent (in appearance)| : 
proſperous Enemies : Though their| 


(p) Pal, 96. 
0. & 97. 1, 


vances ſubtil, their Deſrgns cruel,|: 


againſt his Servants * though all look | 
black and thick 4bout them z and no- 


5-289 od. - 


— m_ . - 
ICRC et et tr) ROY Ne. 


glad thereof. 


Connſel with him: Though Sexache- | 


#ib provide a formidable Hoſt , and | 


Rabſhe- | 
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Evil Tidings. 223 
Rabſhecah confidently taunt : Though 
the P/ot be deep, and the Execution 
ſuddain, the Train 121d, the Match 
lighted, the Obſtacle removed : 
Though the Horſe be prepared to the 
Battel, and the Zot calt into.the 
Lap, the end and diſpoſal of all is of 
the Lord /g). He that is 
our God, y the God of (7 pon — 
Salvation ( which 1s of- 2 2 
ten the laſt ſtroik upon David's 
Harp ) ana unto God the 
Lord belong the Tſſues from (") ſal, 68. 
Death (r). | ; {4 
(4) The Foundation of his Reſt is Engl. 
firm, and immovable. He repoſes $1-26 I 
his Soul upon the Rock of Ages.” 7" WW 
Having done every thing he can, or 
1s obliged to do by his duty, he ſits 
down under his ſhadow with great 
delight, and waits the ſucceſs in 
Faith, and Hope ; with perfect Re- 
lignation tohi wiſe and juſt appoint- 
ment inall things, who hath a parti- 
cular Care of thoſe that place their 
Truſt, Afﬀance, and Acquieſcence of 
L 4 mind 
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y 
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mind in him: That ſupport them. } 
ſelves aguinit all fears, upon account . 
of his Ail-ſufficiency ; that he takes | f| 
notice of their Condition, is able to, | 4 
and will order all tor the beſt : that ] £ 
nothing betalls them without his ? 
knowledg ; his allowance of it, his ? 
being concerned for it. For the | * 
Eyes of the Lord run to and fre, | 
throughout the whale Earth, t0 ſ[hew th 
himfelf ſtrong in the behalf of them, | 
E whoſe heart ts perfect to. | to 
tis 16, wards him (s). All his 
(t) Deut. 334 SANS are 18 his Hand (7) z10 A 
3. He wil! keep the feet of | bs 
(2) 1 $472: his Saints (v) , He with- | 74 
* 12s draweth not his eye from | << 
() 75 the Righteous (w), He 1 #4 
hath as it were pickt and | Br 
cull's them out of the reſt of the hell 
World, for his ipectal Friends and ? the 
Favourites; The /ordhath ſet apart j dr, 
Cz) Pu  kimthatss goaly for himſelf | Þis 
TOYS" y)- and will fealona- | the 
bly interpoſe for their ſuccour in |} tit 
their greateſt » ta tach hir 
Lp WfiSencics Mount | 


Yn 44 


> 


_ Evil Tivings. 
| Mount of the Zord,it ſhall 
be ſcen(y). To prelerve 


223 
(9)Gen 22,14, 


. | them amid{ all dangers & difficulties: 


| Y/hen thou paſſeſt through the Waters, 
| Twill bewith thee ; and through the Ri- 
1 vers,they ſhall not-overflow thee ,, when 
| thou walkeſt through the Fire,thou ſhalt * 
7 _ burnt,netther ſhall the Flame kine 
; Ale aponthee (£). Noxeof , .. _ 

| _—_ truſt in him _—_ (3.6 OY”: 
lean upon him, thatrefer themſelves - 
| to him)/ba/l b:-deſolate(a), R 

| But ſhall be as MountSion, (9) 7 RO 


| which cannot be removed. 


; 


$ 


: n F 5 . "an F - 
| but abideth for ever. As the Moun-' 
| tains are round about Jerufalem, . ſa the” 


| Zord #-round aboxt his people , from - 

benceforth;' eyen-for ever,” If the. 
| Bride-groom'cannot caſt off; neglect,” 
| diſregard: his. beloved Spoule : : nor 


1 5 the: Tender Father; his: dear Ckil-- 


FE OE ApS 2%: 
# | his Portion; his Jewels, his.Freinds; 
the: beloved of -his. Soul , . not wals: 
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| dren; :nor a man of Underſtanding,:, 


- 
3 


lingly expoſe the tendereſt part-abouit:: 
| him;: zhe' pple of his Zye,to anger : 
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OI 1 


God muſt always exercile a. ſpecial 


Care for his- people, The. name of |. 
the Lord is. a ſtrong Tower ,. the | | 
Righteous runneth 1ntoit | 


(6):Prove 18s. 
Js. 
© 2 KIngs'6; 


” - 
(2) Pſel.34-7- 
Heb, 1914, 


{e) Pf. 121 4s 


be with thers (c). 
whole 71i1;t{iaof Heaven, |. 
15- on their fide (4), and | 
He that keepeth I(rael, whe |. 
weither ſlumbers nor ſleeps | 
(e). And therefore when | 
a Storm is towards, he familiarly 1n-| 
vitesthem in; for ſhelter : quietly to} 


and is lafe (b). 7 hey that 


be with us. { two men on-| 


ly) are more then they that 
The 


repoſe themſelves in his protecting 
Providence; excluding; all diffident 


thoughts : - As'twere-takes. them by | 
the hand ,, and condudts them into a | 


place of ſafety; Come my people,  en- 


ter thow into thy Chambers, andſhut thy! 
Doors -abowt thee .' hide thy ſelf as ut 
were for atittle moment, until the 1n-| 
* "X00 dignation be ouav-paft (F):; 
wherethey ſhal] be gutiof: 
reach, as 1Tafe and {ecure,) 

> 
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| Fort, or place of Defence, and not 
| fail of allNeedfuls provided for them, 
| He ſhall dwellon high ; his place of De- 
ence ſhall be the munition of Rocks , 
Bread ſhall be given him, his Waters 
: {ball be {are (8), The 

who —_ —_ [ug _ 
| God their defence ; that 

truſt ro his protection ; : relie and caſt 


themſelves upon him for lafety, ſhall 


| find him a ſure ſafe-guard : They are 
| his particular Care and Charge, un- 
| der his ſpecial Providence and De- 


| fence, ſecure from all hurt and dan- 


| ger : He that dwelleth in the ſecret pla- 


| ces of the moſt High ſhall abide under 
| the ſhadow of the Owardeh, He ſhall * 


.| | cover thee with his Feathers, and un-- 


| der his Wings ſhalt thou 


7 ou, hb): An alluſion to Ce 94s «- 


t: Fowls who hover over 
| their young,running under, commit-- 
ting themlielves to the defence of - 
| their //72gs for. ſafety, when any. 
1 danger threatens them ; 


_ and they. 
that:- 
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| that would-be fafe under God's, muſt | 
[i not-only pleaſe themſelves with the |! thi 


gcneral notion; That ſafety and-pro- || «p 
rection1s there to be had:'; but make | az 
their refuge there; put themſelves þ we 
unaer the ſhadow of thoſe TVings by | ha, 
their ſpecial Act and.Deed:. delibe- |. fee 
[| rately chule.,. and-effeually place | ke! 
1 their laſt reſort there.. Becanſe thon | thy 
ii haſt made the Lord, which is my Refuge, | of 
\F even the moſt Hieh, thy Habttation; | W 
= there. ſhall no - evil befall | 4) 
( COIs thee, 8c. (1) - This graci- | ſec 
MAY ous ſpectal protectionover 
themin times of -danger, 1s called; 
hiding them in his Pavilion; inthe ſe 
| cret of | his preſence ; in the ſecret of | 
i | - - hisT abernacle (k), being | 
(&y H427-5" their - Sheild © and 'Bickler 


fo! 

lo 

W] 

Un 

& 31. 20 ; IN 
(1) Plat. 91, (C), their Rock and Refuge, | Ca 
. en 
fa1 

an 

OT 

he 


"ee, 
=y 


4 an high 7 owey, a. Refling | 
I place, aShelter, a Santi | 
F (#) 1a. 8:14. SRL ; Ba 
tb 4% 7oantorhem (m)y(afecret | 
i FD: inviohble place of Re- |: 
| treat and Refuge, whereunto they | 
ls rmey. -iree!ly: refort,. and - wherein | 
q | * they q - 


' Tvil Tidings. 22.F. 
| they:may ſafely, and quietly repole. 
| themſelves) /erting: them. | 
 wup-upon aRock (n), making 0) Pale 27- 
| an Heap about them (0), co- z ) Fob 1. 166 
vering themin the ſpaaow of 
hand (p), ſaffering not their @) A 
feee 10 bemoved, being their | 
keeper, their ſhadow, at (,\ ppar65:9, 
their right hand, the Rock & 16.8. 
" their Salvation (49). maar 
Whatloever, by. tender ” 


Aﬀettion, Art, or Nature, carr bes 


ſecurity, he is,, and much-more, . to 


thoſe that commit themſelves to him 
for it. He loves us-better then we 
love our ſelves; and better knows . 


what is fit for our great Intereſt,., our 


univerſal welfare ,- which is lodged 
more- intimately in his heart; then16 
can: be in ours, . and which che hath - 


engaged to-proſecute. None of his 


faithful Servants can be produced; as . 


an inſtance of: Divine forgetfulnels, 


or negle& ;. whoſe juſt expectation . 
he everexpoled to Reproacti.. He {a - 
contrives; diſpenſes,orders alkthings, . 
AS 
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laſt :- and find, there. hath not fail'd || 
one word of all his good promiſes which || 

' be promiſed (7), and that | 
C) Ke 8 their complaints of Dj. |! \ 
vine aereliftion, were re- || 
pugnant to his paternal | 


5Us 


(5) 1/4. 49+ 


14, 16. Bowels and Relations (5). 


(5) His Soveraign is not worſe then | 
his word, if be cut ſhort his Natural, | 


aud give him Eternal Life : conſume his 


Cottage, and take him to his own Palace, | - 
Afﬀter all our difficult intricate paſſa» | 
ges through this Wilderneſs, we ſhall | 


find the right way to 4 
ara 
ape: of hath foundations(v which 


others want to ſtand upon, and ſhall 


ſtand, when Heaven and Earth ſhall | 


give their dying groan, crack aſun- 


der, become their own Funeral pile: 
And, ſhall the Garriſon.yeild, when |, ! 
Releif is at hand ?. 'The Aderchant | 1&8 
give up his Hope, ' within: fight of | 8 
Harbour ? The Husbayudman hang | 0a 

down || : 3; 


7 City of Habitation (t) that | 


as his upright ones ſhall applaud his do 


Faithfulnels, Clemency, and Love at || Fe: 


4 
£ 


wl 


L: 
[5 
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: down his Head, when he ſees the 
[| Feild even white for Harveſt ? with 
2? what Joy ,.: rather then Patience, 
| would he go through all his Coſt and: 
| Pains, were he ſure every Corn 
; would beara Crown? Caſt not away 
| therefore your Confidence, which hath: 
| great recompence. of re- Os 
 ward.(w), where no dil- (7) Ht. 16- 
| mal Apprehenſions,. un- *" 
| delightiul Proſpedts, or Aſpects ever- 
' had place. There the black Regi-) 
| ment'of Errors, Ignorance, - and ob- 
 ſeure Apprehenſions ,, ſhall be dif- 
| banded. The Clouds upon: our 
minds vanih, as the darkneſs of the-| 
| Night is routed by the Rifing Sun... 
Thoſe groundleſs ſcruples., ' which 
gravel tender Hearts; and whatſcever-' 
offends, ſhall be gathered _ | 
| out of this Kingdom (x), &) Mat 13. 
Thoſe laborious Contro- © 
 verſies, wrapghngContentions. po-- 
; Jemygal D nacogs, .yhich ae | 
; this World into eftyuations; have a {4 
nal; determination.:;. and all ſubtil | 
nr © -_ "2 © 
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Diſtin&ions, . Equivocations, Evaſi-| 
ons, ſwept away as aRefuge of Lies. | 
There. the meaneft: underſtanding ; | 
ſhall confute the Maxims of a whole |: 
Saphearim of Rabbies:and look down | 
| upon all the grandure of human Po-| 
licies and Reaſons of” State, with as |/ 


| ſcornfut.an Eye, as we now-look up 


{ 


our Windows. 


mutinous Commotions - of” Spirit, 
which dethron'd Jadgment and Con- 


ſcience in our Breaſt , are caſheir'd, |. 
ſubdued, reduced to a Calm, eternal-] 
ly extinguithed * and our Hearts have | 
atotal, a fanal Circumciſion, when |: 
this eighth'day and great Sabbath of || 
| the Saints is come. There the whole | 
Body:-of bodily Diſtempers; Infirmr- | 
ries, whatſoever ctogs us with Indif- |: 
poſitions, or makes us-heavy heart» |; 
ed,. and dull-ſpiritedin holy Duties, || 


| There -all unruly | 
Paſſions, . impetuous Motions, .and | 


ſhall be ſhiken"off;* aid: paſs' away. 


and| 
: 
: 


2 


men. 


Welhall ferve God then} without: a- |Sain 
ny laſſitude, fainting; or tediouſneſs;| 


pare] 


| andrejoice as a Giant torun our Race, 
- Our wills then, ſhall perfeCly fall in 
[| with the Divine Will: and nothing 

' feem good to us, but what is /o in God s 


Tits, with their Armory of Tempra- 
tions, ſhall be confind for ever in 
their Chains of Darkneſs: The Prince 
| of this World finally depoled, the 
| Scene of his Temptations then end- 
| ed; and he no more able to faſten a 
Temptation on a Saint in Glory, then 
a man can now ſhoot an Arrow into 
the Heart of the Sun. The groud, 
| that now lords #t over men, 1s the 
'Lordſhip, not the Man ; that plows 
| up hisHeart with careful Solicitudes; 
(caſting its furrows, and wrinckles in 
his face ; ſhall never give Thorns and 
/Thiſtles ro his Eyes more , but he 
ſhall be able to ſerve God, without a- 
{nyVellications,Convulſions,Cramps, 
jor Diſtractions, from the ſour fer- 
|mentations of the Firth and World, 
|Saints, have aheve On their Royal Ap- 
Iparel: every infant Grace, hath its 
| Adoleſcence 


Tous. 
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|| efteem. All that Legion of foul Sni- 


Sa ISS +234 
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Adoleſcence into a perfe& Man,and to: the 
the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful-} Rey 
neſs of Chriſt, Here, like poor|| ly 
Common Souldiers, ſome get one! and 
peice of Armour, others another |! fryj 
one 15$kill d at this Weapon, anoj| ſhal! 
ther at that, Job gets an Helmet of tior 
Patience, David a Girale of 7ruth]| wa 
Moſes a Breaſt-plate of Meeknefs, Pe ſent 
zer a Sheild of Faith ; after they had} wit 
been train'd up to the uſe of them 10] tyq 
many Combats : but there every ong the) 
hath put upon him the whols Lrmour| the! 
of Zight, not to fight , but triumpl} hal 
in; with Pa/ms in their hands, ablo} the 
lute Peace, compleat Victory, Ain t 
Crown ineorruptible, that fadeth noff ther 
away. There's no Worm in the fruif Wo 
of that Paradiſe: no refle&ion upon} mof 
fin or ſorrow paſt with bitterneſs off Mz 
Spirit ; as now we have 1n our great} Pat 
eſt Triumphs and Feſtivities, as thq ther 
Tews in their Feaſts of TabernacleÞha; 
had their ///lows among their Palms} whe 
while they remembred the dangerſhri; 
they paſſed in the Wilderneſs off þefc 


thei 
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| their Feſtival Revolutions: butſevery 
F Reveiw (if actual felicity can poſſ- 
[t bly give way toit ) will only widen, 
&' and dilate the Soul for a more ample 
j fruition of the preſent ſtate. We 
7]; ſhall zhere have an everlaſting Avoca- 
T'\tion from unchriftian Agitations, 
1 Wars, and Contenrions of this pre- 
| ſent World. Meſech, and 7ubal, 
4 with all their uncircumciſed multi- 
n tude, are gone down to Hell ; and 
they have laid their Swords under 
their Heads ; but their [niquities 
F ſhall be upon their Bones : though 
| they were the Terrorof the Mighty 
in the Land of theLiving, they ſhall 
\then be unable to amove a very 
I Worm from feeding upon them. The 
| moſt valiant attemprs of high tamed 
{ Mortals, and all the Arms, Enfigns, 
Patents, Z7tles ( for we pronounce 
[them too long ) of Honour, ſhall be. 
blazon'd alike in a Field Ardent, 
{when the Heavens ſhall roul and 
| ſhrivel up as a ſcrole of Parchment 


before the Flame. When Zeanty, 
that 


I 20 200 3 SS 


© <<< om SY I I SES Seoe nx 

—_— LAND TO I II TE I IE I IE LIONS 

ee ES Se een Sn ee ANSSDS. 
Se Ie ICI LES? EE Eien Ao SS ISIS Eee ie OG 6 

KY Lo », PS SETTLED CE nd A DO IST 


Os ea SS ES EI ES SS IG 
ALOE OE ITE YO En HRS Sion AX 
. 


OO I no RI DD 
$a 0 SVaetnn 3040 IANS. "Sd 
© 2-0 2.0 » 6 


z 
MPURREE <A, Ee: 


» + bt WA * "WY RY - . . . 
Wo 2 at. . + F -_ , ho * 3 nd - = A 


: i ees./ > . 
re Ee SO 
+ Sr EO | y k — 
F » © ng 
x 


i 
he es nn, ; 
4 Fd a 3” Sth 1 . 

_ fa "_ _ . - ye 

= k 


be 


.. of 
pry At 


Ce ns III WO IE] ES 


— 6 A. 
pn ans * : Q 


Oo - "OI 
Ne bu »$ > — 
* C » v » © Þ. 


236 Encoutagetent againſt 
that bloſſom of Fleſh and Blood, 


which now carrys ſo many CaptivesÞ 
at her Wheels ; tyrannizing over 
fond Mortal Aﬀections, would bef 
there no more comly then a dryſ 
Skull, in compariſon of the raviſhing 

Luſtre that will be in the moſt de-ſ 
formed Body of the pooreſt Zazarillo 
whole brightneſs will tranſcend thef 
lovelieſt face more, then the rareſtÞ 
Jewel doth a vile peice of Jet. //hexſ 

all the pure Gold in the World ſhallf 
be melted out of the -Veins of theſ 
Earth, and mens Cofters, into oneſ 
common ſtream : and all Pearls andf 
pretious Stones, lie as the Gravel on 
the ſide of that River, yet a ſilly} 
Emblem, ſcarcely thought fit then 
to make a Metaphor of, for the very 
pavement of the new Jeruſalem ; onef 

fight whereof ſhall dim and defacefſ 
all the Glory of the World. When} 

we ſhall underſtand'all the unintellt- 
gible diſpenſations of Providence, | 

which now przzle and amuſe us: why} 

that grand Cheat and Tmpoſior —_— ſo} 
ongh - -/ 


' lon 


bf wh 
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| long delude, obtain, and proſper, 
| where the Zord of Glory, and his 
' faithful Ambaſſadors were crucified 
| and ſlain: and the Sun of Righte- 
: ouſnelslic ſo long under anEclipes.by 


| ſo miſchievous to her unfortunate 
| Members ; ſtained and polluted with 
| Blood and Blaſphemy , ſhould have 
| her* Principles ſo greedily enter- 
| taind, not by vulgar only, but Ca- 
| pitals in Learning, and be the ſham- 
| bles of Butcherly Cruelty to ſo many 
| of Chriſt's Sheep. hy lo many 
| Thouſands ſacrific'd to the Ambitt- 
{ on of one proud Mortal , Horrid 
| Wickedne(s wanton it 1n power, 
| grandure, and ſucceſs, over Equity, 
| Innocence, and Virtue, ſcorn'd, op- 
| preſt, and vilified upon this Stage 
of Greif and Miſery. //hez all knots 
| ſhall be fully untied ; all myſteries 
| unvail d, all Intricacies of Provi- 
denceunravelled , the juſt connexi- 
| on of the leaft link in that great 


| Chain, eaſily ſeen, In that Land of 
_ Viſion, 


' Paganiſmand Idolatry. //hy a Charch 
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Viſion, where all is clear, yet all a-F 
mazing , and the unequal Refleci | 
ons made here, as if Juſtice ſlept, Þ 
Divine Wiſdom were careleſs, orf 


put to aBaffle,turned to admiring ac- 
knowledgments of that Care and 
Goodneſs that runs through all the 
Winds of Providence. 


Inhabitants , and its Language e- 


qually underſtood by all, though re-j 
deemed from ſeveral Nations, arfd 


Kindred, and People, and Tongues, 
FFhen we hall enjoy the happy Soci- 


ety of Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs| 


( whoſe Imaginary Reliques ſome 
g04 weary Pilgrimage to ſee ) with 
the Bleſſed Quire of Miniftring Spi- 


rits, who have done us while weſ 


were indanger here, many an invili- 


Hhen wel 
fhall ſee of all Parties, of one Mind} 
and Judgment, and hear all ſpeak 
the fame thing : when one Heavenſ 
ſhall be the proper Country of all its} 


ble Courteſie, which we could ne- 


ver thank them for : yea, our Chriſt-F 


1an Freinds'and Relations , to whom} 


wel 


'we have been 

* their new Birth, 
one day > 
' Diadem of Blils , 
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inſtrumental in 
all crownd in 
with an everlaſting 
which never 
ſhall decay. Mhere there ſhall be 
no Hypocrite to lole our love up- 
on ; which1s now the great cooler of 


| our Charity, and keeps our Aﬀecti- 


ons 1n a greater Reſerve. hex tris 


 umphant Souls, ſhall ſee , admire, 


and celebrate that Infinite Wiſdom 


| and Goodneſs, in thoſe things they 


were too apt to complain of, and un- 


' der, here ; how neceſlary, uleful for 
| bringing themZ ther. And Oh !how 


will the Arches of Heaven eccho, 
when Saints and Angels ſhail join in 


' one common Quire, and Heavenly 


| Chorus, with their high 


| 


| ſounding Symbals ; when 
| they ſhall be joyful inGlo- 
ry; andiing aloud upon their ever- 


FF 


P/al, 150. g, 
& I49. 5s 


laſting Beds of Reſt, in moſt flouriſh- 
ing expreſſions, and Anthems upon 
the Divine Bleſſednels, and Glory. 


THE 
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" WE SEEN 


CHRISTIAN 


Conrave and Enconrazement 


againſt the Fear of 


DEALH. 


LD — 


Cor; 14. 
O Death, where u« thy Sting ? &c. 


UR whoſe Zives are little e- 

wugh to lay up for our /af# 
hour, to make ready tor the coming 
of our Lord, that we may be found 
of him in peace (a), not 
| only lafe, but comforta- 
| ble. Our Evidences clear, 
| our Faith well exerciſed, our Promi- 
| ſes ready, OUT Experiences at hand ; 


M Thar 


(4) 1 Pit, 3. 
I 4 
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That we may be able to honour our |! 
Principles, to ſtand upright then |? 
with undaunted Minds ; to comfort |: 
our ſelves, andencourage others, to |? 
plead for God, to ſpeak to the ſtan-.|| 
ders-by, of the long Proof we have |; | 
had of his being a goodMalter, a gra- |! 
cious Father to us ; to commend the |; 
Mercifulneſs, Love, 8 Faithfulneſs of | 

our Redeemer (6). Faith | 
6) 7.23.4. is wrought by degrees to 
ER '* ſtrength and pertection : 

To have it to get, when | 
we ſhould reduce it to practice, or, to 
put it to the hardeſt Tryal at firſt, 1s | 
Abſurd and Irrational, We now | 
find it harder to depend upon God | 
for our daily Bread, then for Zternal | 
Life; tor, hereour Faith 1s put up- | 
.on a preſent Trial ; but at Death, the 
MNrength of our Confidence is tried | 
about the bleſſed Recompences ; |: 
whether we can put our Souls into |! 
God's keeping ; and ſend our Bodies | 
to the Grave in Hope. We need Ar- | 
mour of proof indeed for that great | 
Conflict, | 
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the Fear of Death. 243 
| Conflict, to deal with the laſt Ene- 


l 
5 


| my, which tames the proudeſt Mor- 
|| tals, and aſtoniſhes the daring con- 
| dent World, who are thendiſmay'd 
| with guilt , and enfeebled with the 
| hand-writing 1n their own Breaſts: 
! The Valianteſt Conquerours, who 
| with their ſanguin Flags ftrook Ter- 
R rour into all Nations , were aftright- 


» 
o 


MOT EO OT 


' pale and wan Colours of Death : 
| while thoſe that could not look upon 
/ the violent Inſtruments of it inthe 
Hand of an Enemy , orencounter an 

| Adverſary abroad , haveentertain'd 
' the King of Zerrors with great 
: compoſure and ſedateneſs of Spirit ; 
| notwithſtanding all that Terror 
| cruel men have cloathed ir with, 

As Profaneneſs hath not the adyan- 
. tageof Religion, 1n giving prote&i- 
| on againſt the Fear of Death, ſo ir 
| hath greatly the diſadvantage in af- 
| fording no Releif. Sinners /#ffer 


1} Death, their Souls are re- 
|| quiredof them (c), torn 
+] M 2 


>_ —— 


(c) Li, 12:20s 


' ed themſelves at the diſplaying of the 
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from them by violent Hands: - while 

good men's are not ſo much zakez 

from them, as yeilded up. Though 

chey have Lite in patience, they 

j have Death in deſire, not to avoid 
| | the labours and Duties of their 
{ Calling; not out of Impatience, 

|| diſtruit of God's Providence, diſcon- 
| tent with our Condition, or weari- 
I! neſs of Life , that becauſe we ſee la- 
{| bour and ſorrow in the World, are 
| for ſtaying no longer in 
TS pas ita): This argues Pride, 
; 0M 4&, Peeviſhneſs, Cowardli- 

nels, Sluggiſhnefs of Spi- 
i" rit, that we have a fancy for Heaven, 
| | only asa place of Retreat ; but out 
of ardent Love to God and our Re- 

deemer, with ſubmiſſion to his W1ll, 

to be with him, free from Sin and 

Temptation to tt. To ſerve God 

i here, is.our great Wifdom and Inte- 
reſt, to die when he pleaſes, God's 
great Mercy. {7 have not (o livd 
{ faith St. Zabroſe ) that 7 am aſham'd 
#0 tive lowger, nor yet fear 7 Death, 
becauſe 
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' the Fear off Death. 245 
becauſe Thave a good Lord, Tis no 
harſh news, but welcom and deſire- 
ble to them to hear of 
their departure (e), With () Phil. I. 
all Alacrity they looſe: F 
from the Shoar, and hoiſe up Sail for 
their own Countrey , where they 
may quletly enjoy: the gain of their 
Adventure. 'Twere endleſs to 1n- 
ſtance how familtarly they have en- 
tertain d Death, welcom'd it as their 
beſt Freind, careſſed, courted , em-, 
braced the Inſtruments of it ; how 
ſweetly. they have Sung their Swan- 
like Song (f ), andgiven | 
their laſt fare-well : How (7 —_— 
many Tyrants have been 
more unable to invent Cruel Deaths, 
then they to undergo them ? In what: 
a Triumphant manner they have 
marched out of the Feild of this 
World with (as twere Colours Hy- 
ing, Drums beating ) all Imaginable 
Inſtances of Joy and Gladneis, in- 
ſulting over Death, as more then 

M 3 Conque- 
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(g) Rom. 8. 
37s 


Conquerours (g, tramp- 
ling upon it, lying as it 
were at their Mercy , ot- 


fering Sacrifice for Victory over that 
univerſal Monarch ; having an En- 
trance miniſtred unto them abun- 
dantly into the everlaſting Kirfiom 


(b) 2 Pet. 2: 


I Is 
(7) 1 Cor. 15% 
5 5o 

Hoſ. 13. 14, 
A double Me- 
taphor, the one 
taken from a 
Bee or Serpent 
that hath loft 
thetr Sting 
the other from 
a Conquerour , 
that hath loft 
his Bootcy, or 

r1fontr, 


———_— 


| 2) : 
CR, Romy6.2 go 


of our Lord and Saviour 
Teſus Chriſt (4), taking 
up 1n a holy bravery that 
Triumphant Song with 
the Apoſtle (2), O Death, 
where « thy Sting? O 
Grave where is thy Vitto- 
ry? The Sting, the wound- 
ing power of Death, the 
only thing that makes it 
Terrible ?s $/z, which 
renders us obnoxious to 
the Curle. Zhe ſtrength 


of Sin, which gives it power to hurt 
us, #, the Zaw that prohibits it. 
| Death brings nothing: with 1t to 1n- 


jure us, but what it finds 
1N us, the deſert of it (4) ; 
but 


but for guilt, it ciffers nothing trom 
a calm Sleep. The Victory of the 
Grave is to be ſeen in AZacpelah, Gol- 
gotha , Charnel-houſes, Cemitertes, 
Shrines, Tombs, Sepulchers, in all 
that ever Death arreſted, or had in 
Cuſtody : But thanks be to God who 
hath given us the Yiftory, through our 
Lora Feſis Chriſt; He hath taken a- 
way the ſting of Death (put away 
ſin ) by the Sacrifice of _ 
himſelf //), overcome O! 9 
the pains of Death by his 

Example and Promiſes 

(m), wiped away the (#) > "4 
ſcandal of Death, by endu- 71.2. 10. 
ring the ſhameful Death eh 
of the Croſs (z), van- — Nr 
quiſh'd the power of Death, 

by his Reſurrection as our Surety, the 
Mediator of our Peace, who having 


laid down a (ufficieat price, a pub-. 


lick Officer from Heaven is ſent to 
open the Priſon door 70). 
Thereby proclaiming to 
all the World, that the 
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(0) Mat, 28. - 
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243 Exnconrageiment againſt 
debt was paid , that God had re- 
ceived full latisfaQion for our {ins, 
ſaying, Deliver him, forl have found 
aRanſom /p). Yea.He role | 

(?) 935 as the publick Head and | 
Repreſentative of all hts 

people { who ſhare 19 his Victories) | 
asa pledg and part of the whole Har- | 
veſt; 1s become the firftFruits of them 
_ _ that(lzep/q) , theExem- 
ee A. plary Pattern, Aſſurance, 
and will be the Cauſe of 

their Refurretion. When Chriſt 


aroſe, he virtually drew all his out of | 


the Grave with him: Death it ſelf 
b:came Mortal. The Head 1s not | 
compleat (nor will be long) with-. 
out the Members, who being fo , 

cannot periſh, becauſe 7 - 
(r) fon 14. live, yos ſhall live alſo 
ed (#?: 

To be fearful then, and dejeRed at 
the approach of Death, is a difh- 
dence of his Redemption, who hath 
im our Nature and Stead jatisfhed eve- 
'Ty demand of the broken Law ; eld 

1S 
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his voluntary and meritorious obedi- 
ence, and (ufferings,anſwered the ex- 
ation, and endured-the malediction 
of it, ſo mercifully provided againit 
both the hurt and dread of Death: 
Foraſmuch then as the Children 
are partakers of Fleſh and Blood. - 
he allo himſelf likewiſe took: part of 
the ſame, that through Death he 
might deſtroy him that had the pow. 
er of Death, that is, the Devil.. And © 
deliver them ' who through Fear of 
Death, wereall their LI ſub-- 
ject to Bondage (s). Death 
_ &' OUTS, our Ad- C) _ 
vantage, contributary, - 
ſubſervient to our Happineſs , put 
into the Inventory of 'our priv//epes, . 
which accrue to us by _ 
Chriſt (#). He hath ſanRt- (*/ ea ca 
fied, (weetned, purchaſe | 
edit for us as properly as -Z/fe : : 
changed its Nature, of an Zremy, . 
made it our real: reconciled Zreind,mr- 
tarned its: horror and deformity ; - 
It's frighttul-gaftly Countenance,our - 
M-:5 ; of:i 
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of diſlike, into a pleaſing Aſpe&t. Is 
no longer a grim Serjeant to Arreſt xs 
as his- Priſoner, whole Debts are paid, 
whoſe Pardon is granted, whoſe 
Prince's favour 1s obtain'd ; but an 
officious Servaxt, comes to open the 
Priſon door, to let us at liberty ; to 
Nnold back theHanging of ourHoule of 
Clay, while our Spirit enters into the 
prelence-Chamber of the great King : 
walts on us till we; have tinithed our 
work, then undreſlſes, puts us ( his 
Children) to Bed for a time, until 
Corruption-put on Incorruption, and 
Mortality be ſwallowed up of Life. 
It connot be #v1l to thoſe, to whom 
all things work together for 
good (4), Death hath lot 


its ſting in the ſide of | 


Chriſt, who by. taking away our 
guilt, hath taken away the poiſon 


(w) Mat, 26 out of that Cup (m). 7he 


39. bitterneſs of Death 1s paſt, | 


embalmed to Beletivers : 
Cloathed with ſuch ſoft Language 
that they may (as twere ) ſcent a 
periume, 


—— —— 
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perfume , diſcover a Beauty 1n it ; 
4. | repreſented under the comtortable 

'| notlons of 4 Deceaſe (x), cn. 
a departure (y), an ab- (y)2 Tim.g.6. 
| Jence from the Boay, a g0- 


ins Home, an uncloathing, a putting off 


To 
| this Farthly 7 abernacle 

Bo 1 2 Cor. &. 

(2), an entering into peace, (3, 2 0-5 


. @reſling in their Beas (4a). ove. 1, 14. 
I Sickneis rocks the Cra- (2) Ja. 57. 2» 
dle, and Death lays them 
:1 | aſleepinthe Duſt, as ina ſacred Dor- 
3 | mitory after a toillom Pilgrimage. 
Is nothing elle but a Writ of Eaſe to 
Chriſt's weary Servants; a perfect - 
Sanctuary where no diſturbances, no 
avenger of Blood can arreit or mo- 
left us. This Exrthly Houſe is pulled 
down only in order to raiſing it a : 
| more glorious Building the Immor- - 
tal Inhabitanc makes his eſcape ; nei- 
ther cruſh'd with its Ruin, nor 1njn. 
Ted with its tall, The Soul and Bo- -- 
ay part only as two Freinds at the 
Church door, when going each to 
his ſeat till Sermon's ended , and: 
ten... 
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then. bo:h mect again much the bets 
ter.. Their Death, their Daft is pre- 
tous; 1n Chriſt's ſpecial Care and 
Cuſtody ; as pretious Reliques never 
tobe loſt, expectants 1a. a ſilent but 
2#ured Hopes of a joyful Reſurrecti- 
on. He preſerves his. Intereſt in 
tem; His Relation to them, 1s the 
fame {till (6), Death cuts 
the. natural tie: between 
Parents and Children, 
Man and Wite, Body and Soul, but 
nat the myſtical union between Head 
and Members, . no more then Sleep 
doth that between Soul and B5dy ; 
which chains. vp the Sen'es only for 
a time, ever fo thens alſo which ſleep 


(5) Mat. <2. 
J'', 32s. 


in Teſus, will God bring + 


(z) 3 Th: 49 withhin (c). Death Per - 
fects -the: my ſtical- union 
in reſpe& of the Soul ; and ſevers not; 
only interrupts the manifeſtation of 
that uniony inreſpe@ of rhe Body : 
dotit-not ſo much ſeparate our Souls 
from our Bodies, as join them to 


Ekriſt + nor ſo much endourLife, as 
our - 
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our Mortality.The ſleep of the Spouſe 
breaks. not the Marriage-knot be- 
tween Her and the Bride- 
groom (4). There's ſome- 
whatof ( a Member of ) 
Chriſt that lies in. the Grave, of no 
leſs account with him, then thoſe 
which walkup and downglorifying 
tim 1n the World. 

We may now well look-up;and lift 
up our Heads-, for our Redemption 
draweth nigh (g). How 
beautiful are thy Feet O (4) Luke TT 
Death, whichbring glad 
Tidings of great Joy , that our Wile } 
dernels-days-are ended, our Military 
Hardſhips accompliſhed, our Sinning ] 
and Suftering expired. We thall no] 
more offend a good God,. nor be: of- 
tended by Bad men.. There's no | 
Serpent in Paradiſe, . no 1ll Neigh-» 
bour, no breakingsforth, no leading } 
into Captivity, no complaining in 
the Streets of the new Jeruſalem. O 
happy Change, I have ſo long wait» 
ed: far; expected; and deſired ; —_ | 

or / 


(4) Rom, $8. 
38, 39. 
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254 Cncouragement agafint” 
for Heaven ; a bloody Feild, a conti- 


nual Combat, for a place of Tri- | 
umph, a Crown of Righteouſneſs : | 


The Houſe of my Pilgrimage and Ba- 
niſhment, for my own Countrey, my 
Father's Houſe: A Valley of Tears, 
( where we.cannot long keep dry 
eyes), for a place where all are wiped 
away : Labour and Toil , Corrupti- 
on and Mortality, for Reſt and 
Peace, Incorruption and Immortali- 
ty: ſubjz&ion to a ſinning Condi- 
tion, for an Impoſſibility of finning : 
unſatisfying fading Comforts, an 
Eftate of Need and continual Want: 
for endleſs Pleaſures, Fulneſs and all 
Plenty : inferiour diſturbing, un- 
holy Company, for Saints, Angels, 
Royal Preiits, crowned Kings : 
from all Pcrplexities and Uneaſinel- 
ſes, into the Boſom of a {weet and 
quiet Repole. And, what oppreſſed 
Priſoner deſires not Freedom ? what 
weather-beaten Travellour longs not 


for the Port ? what Heir is unwilling 


to.cnter upon his Inheritance ? what 


Labour- = 
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Labouring man is afraid of a ſweet * 
Sleep? what loving Spoule dreads 
the Marriage Day ? or Prince, his 
Coronation? who thinks much to 
put oft his Cloaths, that they may 
be mended and made better againſt 
the Morning ? whoistroubled when 
his ſick Freind 1s laid down to Reſt ? 
who takes on, when any of the Fa- 
mily 1s gone to Bed before him in the 
Evening? who greives to bid others 
good night ? or to paſs ſooner to be 
Rich, or Honourable, or at Endleſs 
Quiet? ro eſcape thoſe Storms o- 
thers are fain to ride thorow? to 
take Poſſeſſion of his own Bleſſed- 
neſs and Glory ? The worſt thing 
thou canſt do to us, 15 the beſt thing 
that can be done for us. Thou houſeft 
us from every Storm, 1n the ſilent 
Grave, made fragrant ever ſince the 
Roſe of Sharos, the Lilly of the Val- 
leys lay in it, Thou art the great 
Panacea, Salve for all our Maladies 
and Diſtempers, for which we in. 
vaia here complain from man to 

man, 
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for a little Time. That /zfallible 
Phyſician, that cures us of all Diſca- 
ſes at-once, and for ever , that frees us 
irom all Calamities, Publick, Natio- 
nal, or Perſonal ; The Grave 1s the 
only peice of. quiet Earth man can 
meet with ; Z7here the wicked ceaſe 
from Tronbling, and there the weary 


are at Reſt , there the Priſoners reſt to-. 


gether, they hear not the voice of the 
Oppreſſor , the ſmall and the great are 


there, and the Servant is 


LET a Zo free from Dis Maſter (f 
Every ſcore ſhall be now 


blotted out ; every debt cancelld ;_ 
we as fully, as freely acquitted and 
di:charged ;. every Canaanite lain, 


every £gypiiandrown'd ; thoſe Cor- 


Tuptions we have ſeen to Day, we. 


ſhall ſee them again no more, for e- 


ver. I fhall no more queſtion his. 


Love, or fear falling ſhort of my Ever- 
laſting Reſt. I ſhall now reap. the 
iruit of all my Hopes, and' poſlels 


Glory above the life of Faith, I had 
before. 


man, for a little Ezſe, though but | 
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before only in the promiſe, in the 


\ firſt-fruits: Every Grace of the 


Spirit, is a ſpark of our future Glory, 
2nd every Comfort of it, a drop of 
the Well of Life. Now 1s that Clay 
crumbling into Duſt, which hindred 
my petting into the Embraces of In- 
finite Love and Sweetnels. Now the 
Day is come, the Hour draws nigh 
indeed, wherein I ſhall be fetched 
Home to my Father's Houle : He 
loves me too well, to ſuffer me longer 
from poſſeſſing that happy Inheri- 
tancel have gloried in; whether the 
Fore-runner is [| for us] 
entered (g), We have one aps - 
that will be heard. & cer- 

tainly prevail, our Cauſewill ſtand 
and proſper in his Hand, we may 
now plead as general Iſſue againſt 
any Exception, the great Charter of 
the Goſpel, and we may inſtance in 
this great Title of Grace, the ſtate of 


Juſtification, the ſtate of Adoption, 
the Principle of Regeneration and 


Sandtl- 
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Sanctification, all which we acknow- 
ledg we received from Chriſt, de- 


pending upon him, and they are ſut-| 


ficient forallour Failings and Imper- 
fections. 
Father, intothy Flands 7 commend 
my Spirit 'h) Tam thine, 
- I rn pol (4), Whea I lay 
(+) Pſal. 119, 1n my Blood ( that was a 
_ time of love ) thou ſaidſt 
unto me, Live. Thou dreweſt me 
to conſent to thy gracious Covenant, 
Ck) £4, 16.8 andthouſwareft unto me, 
+ 7%% and[ became thine (4), I 
ſtand to the Covenant that I made 
( though in much weakneſs) and 


would not change my Lord and Ma- 


ſter for all the World. Thou wilt 
know and own , and receive zhine 
own, that have owned Thee, though 
I have ſinned againſt Thee. I fly un- 
to, and lay hold on thy gracious pro- 
miſe, of which thou haſt bid me put 
Thee in rem2mbrance, 7, even / am 
he that blotteth ont thy 7 ranſgreſſons 


for 


Va vo fa —— 
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or mine own ſake, and will not remem- 


ber thy ſin (1). Twill for- . 
geve their Tniquity, and 7 OF "0M 


| will remember their Sin no A Fer. 31s 


more (mm). 

What an unſpeakable Encourage- 
ment 1s our Relation unto Thee? ( O 
Infinite condeſcending Mercy ! ) 
Thou wilt not ſhut out thine ows ; 
Thou calleſt , eſteemeth 
us thy Children (y), thy ©) 2.006. 
Freinds (0), thy Spouſe, (o) Jn 15, 
thy Members (p). The Fe 
Compaſſion thou haſt put 2, ons 2 
into man , engages him 
to releive a Neighbour, a Stranger, 
an Enemy ; much more, to embrace 
a Freind ; to entertain, to take in 
a Child, a Spouſe, to be tender of 
part of himſelf : Theſe dare truſt 
themſelves upon our kindneſs and fi- 
delity, and fear not that we will re- 
jet them in their Diſtreſs, or deſtroy 
them though they ſomrimes offend 
us. Our Love deſerves not the name, 
1s Cruelty and Hatred, in ON 

on 
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, ſon of the Love of God 
$9 * who is Love it ſelf @), 


(1) 2 Cor. 13. and the God of Lovel 


II 
| (r)- 

The great work was done 1n the 
day of our Renovation , we were 
then entred into the Houſe-hold of 
God ; made fellow-Citizens with 
the Saints, and received the Spirit 
: of Adoption (s). Grace 
G. mo © gives us the Heavenly 
Birth and Nature ; makes 

us Heirs ; gives us Title, we ſhall 
now therefore have poſſeſſion of an 
Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled 
and that fadeth not away, reſerved 
in Heaven for us (#). He 
that hath given Grace, 
will giveGlory,and with- 
hold no good thing. He gave me 
Life Eternal, when he gave me the 
knowledg of himſelf, and 

() John 17- of his Son (v), Thou 
£ wilt not now take from 
me the Kingdom which thou gaveft 
me when thou receivedit me (once 


thy 


(t) 1 Pet. 1. 
4» 
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thy Enemy) into favour = 
(w), But God commend- (2) Heb. 12. 


th his love towards us 


in that, while we were yet Sinners 
Chriſt dyed for ns. Much more 
then, being now juſtified by his 
Blood we ſhall be faved from Wrath 
through him. Forif when we were 


Enemies, we were reconciled to God 


through the death of his Son, much 
more being reconciled we 
ſhall be ſaved by his Life (#2 $#n. 5 
(x). TEES 

The great impediments and cau- 
ſes of Fear are now removed. Un- 
pardoned fin 1s taken away , our 


Debt diſcharged. We havea ſuſh- 


cient an{wer againft all that can be 


all:dged to the prejudice of our 
Souls. Who ſhall lay any thing to 
the charg of God's Ele&t? it 1s God 
thar juſtifieth. Who1s he that con- 
demneth ? it 1s Chriſt that dyed, yea, 
rather that is riſen again, who 1s even 
at the Right Hand of God, who allo 
maketh 
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maketh interceſſion for 
(0k 23% (3): 

Thou wilt not deprive me of the 
Birch-right, who hath begotten me 
of the Incorruptible Seed. Thou 
wouldft not have drawn me to thy 
ſelf, received me'by reconciling 
Grace, if thou wouldſt not now have 
Teceived me unto thy ſelf, Thou 
haſt ſealed me up unto Salvation, and 
given me the earneſt of the Spirit, 
the witnels in my ſelf, that renewed 
Nature, thoſe Holy Deſires and De- 
lights, which can come from none 
but Thee. Behold Lord thy Mark, 
thy Seal, thine Earneſt; Fleſh and 
Blood did not illuminate and renew 
me The Spirit which thou haſt g1- 

ven me, is my witneſs 
(x) Ron. 3. thatIamthine (2). Thou 

; wilt not diſown or refuſe 
the Soul that thou haſt ſealed; not 
keep me out , whom thou didſt in- 
vite, and put upon the Wedding- 
garment, Thy {ſelf redeemed , re- 
newed, 


V kwy' > «© bw flo fs OO U<E = O O by 
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line hath the promiſe 'of the Life | 
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newed, hath hitherto preſerved me : 
I had not come unto thee, except 
thou hadſt drawn me 
{a), I had not loved, not © 79" 5. 
minded, not deſired after ** 
Thee, if thou hadſt not loved me 
firſt, and kindled thoſe defires, Tt 
cannot be that thy Grace it ſelf 
ſhould be a deceit and miſery, and 
intended but to deceive me : that 
thou ſhouldeſt ſet thy Servant s Soul 
on longing for that which thou wilt 
never give him : the Water that 
thou haſt given me ſhall | 
ſpring up to everlaſting ©) 79 4: 
Life (6). hs | 
Thou who haſt engaged me to ſeek 
firſt thy Kingdom, art engaged to 
give it : not to deny that Food that 
endureth to everlaſting Life, to thoſe 
that ſeek for that which 
periſheth not (c). Al (c John 6. | 
though my Sins deſerve ** 
thy Wrath, and nothing that I have 
done, deſerves thy Favour, yet God- 


that 


— 
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| thatis to come (a). He 
(4) 115%. + that lceketh by thy help 
and encouragement, ſhall 
(:) Mat. 7.7. find (e). It cannot be that 
any ſhould be dilappoint- 
ed that truſt upon Thee ; or have 
caule to Tepent of ſerving of Thee ; 
their lahour ſhall not be 
| invain Cf). Thou that 
oh haſt ſaved me from Sin, 
and Satan, wilt ſave me from Hel], 
tf any man ſerve me, let him follow 
36, aud where 7 am, there ſhall alſo my 
Servant be (g). Thou 
(e) Join 12* wilt crown thine own 
Graces ; and with thy 
greateſt Mercties, recompence and 
perfe& the preparatory Mercies ; and 
receive to thy Glory , 
(b) Pſat. 73. thoſe, who have been 
De guided by thyCounſlel(h). 
Although I have forfeited my fu- 
ture Inheritance, and rendred my 
{elf liable to thy Wrath, thou haſt 
appointed and accepted 
our Redemption {z), Mer- 
cy 


(7) 1C0r. 1.30, 
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the. Fear of Death. 265 
cy and Truth are met together, - 
Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiffed - 
each other /k). By our 
t | Goe!, our Redeemer, of 
- | kin unto us, the excel- 
e | lency of his Perlon, . and merit of his- 

3 | Satisfaction and Redemption, -ſo full: 

e | and compleat to an{wer. the. de- 

£ | mands of thy Juſtice: In him thou: 

» | art reconciied and well pleaſed. - 

F I fall into his Hands who hath Ju-- — |: 
y | fiified me by his Blood, My Juſtifi-- i 
y | er will not condema me: nor deny - 
u j me the Inheritance of which himſelf - 

1 | hath made me Heir ,- yea; a joint- - 

l Heir with himſelf (/). oy hn; 1 
: On 

d 
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EE 


Lora Jeſus receive my Spi- xy, 
rit (4). for thou. haſt re-- (n) 4#s 7.-- t 
» | deemed it (=). To whom {7p x... - 
n | can a-departing Soul fly 2z.. 

). | forRefuge and Entertain-- > ©#-1-18,19 7 
;- | ment, . if not to Thee that dyed- for. 
y | Souls ; and fuffered thine to be ſepa- 
t | rated from the. Fleſh; that we-might- 
d | have all aſſurance of thy.Compagion - 
OY N= 
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unto ours? Icome not unto an Ene-- 
my, but unto him that hath fo dear- 
ly loved me, and bought me: And, 
can Zove it ſelf reje& me, that hathy 
given himſelf forme ? fo often em- 
braced me ? declared it {elt by ſucly 
ample Teſtimonies towards me ? 
Twas thy Errand into the World 
Yes. 3 {ave us from perithing 
$1?” (0). And thou art eftec- 
tively the Saviour of the 
©) EpoG 5% Body (p) : And may we 
| not truit Z7hee in what 
thou haſt undercaken, that truit man 
i we judg him Faithful ?: yea, thou 
art engaged. by Covenant to receive 
us. Whenwegave up our lelves to. 
Thee, thoualfo becameſt ours, and 
we did it on: that Condition, that 
{thou ſhouldeft receive and ſave us: 
{and it was the Condition of thine 
own vnd*rtaking,. thou: drewſt: the 
; Covenant ihy ſelf, and-rendred it 
' rſt 6 1us.; and aſſumed: thy own 
. Condition, when thou 1 tr” 
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T expect O'my Saviour, but the per- | 
formance of thy Covenant, and the: ' 
| | Gilcharge of thy undertaken Ofkice. 
» | As thou haſt cauled me to beleive ta | 
Thee, to love Thee, to ſerve Thee, | 
ro perform the Condition thou haſt ; 
Jaid upon me, though with many 
fintul failings,. which thou halt par- , 
doned ; ſo now thou wilt letrmy Soul 
which hath truſted. on: Thee, have 
the full experience of thy Fidelity ; 
| andrake metorhy leif, according to - 
| thy Covenant; and remember the - 
word unto thy Servant, upon which thaw ; 
haſt cauſed him to Hope 
(9). How many promi- (9) Pſa. 1193. , 
fes haſt thou letr us, thar ber | 
we ſhall not be forſaken: 2 
| by Thee (7), but that we 0) #913. 0 
ſhall be with Thee where ” 
thou art, that we may 
behold thy Glory (5)? For (5) Jobn 17; 
this Cauſe art thou the © 
Mediator of the new Teſtament, that 
by means of: Death for the Redemn- 
, N. 2 LOA: 
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tion of the Tranſgreſſions that were 


under the firſt Teſtament, they 
which are called :might. receive the 
promiſe of Erernal Inhe- 


Feb. 
(a 22.9” tance (t), when we have: | 
(v) Ab. 10. done thy Will, weare to 
36. : . | 
Gw) John 20. TECEIVE the Promile (), 


T7: 'tis thy (w), our Father's 
(&) Lubi 12, 

- the Kingdom (x). 

Thou art the common Refuge and 


Hlvation of thy Servants ; thoſe: 
that come unto Thee, thou wilt in: 


0) Jebe 6, 9 wile. caſt out: (5). 
5T- 


were hereas imperfe&, as unworthy 


in Themſelvesas I: and:thou wert 
never unfaithful unto any that com» 
mitted tizeir Souls unto Thee. Otake- 
me into theirnumber, that we may. 
together with. Eternal Joys,. give 
thanks and praiſe to Thee that haſt: 
redeemed us to God. by: 


Moſt: 


thy own Blood (z); 


good picalure.to give us. | 


There are now with Thee - 
the Spirits of Juſt men. 
innumerable. made. perfect, that. 
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Moſt gracious God, thou haſt de. 

ſign'd thy own Everlaſting Glory and 

good pleaſure in our Salvation : our 

Redeemer muſt triumph 1a the per-. — 

fetion of his Conqueſt, of all his 

and our Enemies,- and in the per-- 

fetion of our R:demption. Thou 

wilt not loſe thy Father s Glory, and 

thine own, that of all he hath given 

Thee,. thou ſmlr loſe nothing, but 

ſhould raiſe 1t up at the 

laſt day (a). I reſignmy &/ Jn 6 

Soul to thee, O Lord, m 

who hath called, and choſen me, that 

thou mighteſt make known the rich. 

es of thy Glory on me, as-a Veſſel of *; 

Mercy prepared unto | 

Glory (b). Thou haſt pre- (2) _ 

deftinated me unto the * . 

Adoption of one of thy Children by 2 

Jeſus Chriſt unto thy ſelf; according: 

to the good plealure of thy Will, to 

the praiſe of the glory of thy Grace, 

wherein thou haſt made me accepr-- 

N. 3, cd: 
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ed inthebeloved/c). Wha 


(c) Epbiſe i will now preſent me 


5, 9. ; 
faultleſs before the pre- 


ſence of his Glory, with exceeding 


Fud. 244. 25: Joy : To whom. be Glory, 


and Power, now and ever, men. 


FINHTS. 


Majeſty,. and Dominion, 


Errata, 


P Age 23 line 19. blot out. Him. p. 31.1. $..read as. p. 4e, 


L. 11, r. Chearfully. p. 60. 1.1. r wnreaſinable. p. 85.1. 29, 
T7 45. P: 90. |. 24.1. «a. p95. 1.22. blor our ro. Pp. 102. 1.'24, 
r. thy. F.1og.l. 11. Tr. our of 18. p. 167.1. Ig.r. every. Þ. 110; 
Ls. r. refigned. p. 132. |26. r. about. p;142.1. 3. blotout 6, 
Þ- 145-1. 2.17.44. p. 208.1. 26.7. accurances. p. til.l.11.f ] 
P. 134.1. 15. [ ] p. 224- |. 26. r. Exrgences. p. 227. 1. 7. © 


feer. P- 239. [. 16. r. them. P- 234. l. - 3 Oy Tiitles. P- 2577 


L 14.5. whither, p.y268,1, 10.7. ihe. p.269.L 13. blot our my, 


Some Books Printed for Thomas 
Drmg in Fleet-ſtreet. 


Þ Harmaceutice Rationalis, or an- Exercitation of 

the Operations of Medicines in Humane' 
Bodies: ſhewing the Signs, Caules,. and Cures 
of moiſt Ditempers incident thereunto. Asal-> 
ſoa Treatiſe of. the Scurvey, and the ſeveral ſorts: 
thereof; wit't their Symptoms , Caulies, and 
Cures, by Tho. Willis, M. D. Folio. 

Vinetum Britannicum;. or a Treatiſe of Cider, 
and other Wines and Drinks extracted from 
Fruits growing; in this Kingdom 3. with the 
method of propagating-all ſorts of Vinous 
Fruit-Trees, bc. The Second Edition much en» 
larged by F. Worlidge:Gent. 0Atavo. 

Ancilla Pietatis, or the Hand-maid to private De- 
wotion, Containing the Duary of a Chriſtian, fitted 
to the Days of the Week, the Feaſts, .and Faſts 
of the Church. By Daniel Featley, D: D. 

The Devout Communicant exemplifed, in his beha- 
viour, before, at, and aftcr the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper,prattically ſuited to all the 
parts of that folema Ordinance. The fourth 
Edition, corrected. 

Englaud”s Imminent Danger,and only Remedy, faith- 
fully confdered and repreſented by an Impar- 
tial Hand.. 

The French Cock, preſcribing ' th> way cf 
making ready of all forts of Meats, Fiſh, and 
Fleſh, with the proper Sauces, eiih:rto pro- 
cure Appetite,or to advance the power of: Di- 
geſtion: with.the whole sKill of Paſtry works, to-- 
gether with above 200 excellent Recgts for- 
the beſt forts of. Pottages,, bothinLent, and 
out 


44+ +444» 
en 444 < 0% 


ET EI EDO IE nn I LIE 
A none un or SE SS I UODOIIOII III YL TY) 
COEUR I I II AE ICIS 


EL 


Is. 


_ 


F "= c 
: . 
ado WS. : 
5 42 * GEM} 2 b 
= Fw * a" Ds 
£ ONES. 
© 


" $.# ” 


out of Lent. - Alſo a Treatiſe of Conferves, - 
bothdry and liquid, after the beſt Faſhion, doc. 

A Relation of the Conference between 1//1- 
liam Laud late Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 
and Mr. F/fer the Jeſuit, by the command of 
King Jamesof ever blefled Memory. 

The King-killing Dofrine of the Jeſuits, delivered 
if a plain and ſincere Diſcourſe to the French 
King. Written in French by a learned Roman 
Catholic, and now Tranſlatedinto Engliſh; and 
humbly recommended to the Conſideration of 
both Houſes of Parliament. 

The Ancient Method and Manner of holding . | 
Parliaments in England, by Henry Elfynge Elq;, 
ſometime, Clerk of the Parliament. Tic fourtn - 
Edition enlarged. Printed inthe Year 1679. 

An Abridgment of the Laws of England touching + 
Treafons, Rebellions, Murthers, Conſpiracies, &C. With 
ſwch Readings thereon, as ſhews the ſeveral 
ways whe: cbyOfenders in bach Caſes may be- 
come guilt y. By Jcbii Bridall Eſq, 

De Uſv, .*- Authoritate Juris Civilis Roma-: | 
norum, per 2ominia Principum Chriftianorum. 
Authore Artharo Puck, LL. L.D. 

The Caupagne. of the French King, In the Near 
1679. In which 15dcfſctibed exactly the three 
Hiegesand taking in of Palenciemes by aflault, and |, 
of the Town. and Citadel of Cambray , and of-/ 
St. Omers, with an account of the Battel of Cafe;y- 
Printed 1n the Year. 1679, . 
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